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EJ TACKETT EARNS THIRD CAREER CHRIS 

SCHENKEL PBA PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD
Tackett joins elite company with third career Player of the Year honor

by Nolan Hughes
EJ Tackett of Bluffton, 

Ind. etched his name into 
the PBA record books by 
earning his second con-
secutive and third ca-
reer Chris Schenkel PBA 
Player of the Year award 
in 2024.

After winning Player of 
the Year honors in 2016 
and again last season, 
Tackett has become the 
fifth player in PBA history 
to have won the award 
three or more times. 

Only Jason Belmonte 
(7), Walter Ray Williams 
Jr. (7), Earl Anthony (6) 
and Mark Roth (4) have 
won the PBA’s top in-
dividual accolade more 
than Tackett.

Tackett also became 
the seventh player to 
win back-to-back POY 
awards, joining Belmon-

te, Williams, Anthony, 
Roth, Amleto Monacelli 
and Don Johnson.

“When you get to such 
a level where your name 
is put next to icons — 
people that created the 
sport and made it what it 
is — there are no words 
for that,” Tackett said. 
“It’s what you dream 
about as a kid, but don’t 
ever think can actually 
happen, no matter who 
you are or how good 
you are. For it to actually 
come true is mind blow-
ing. You have to remind 
yourself it actually is 
happening and it’s real.”

This season Tackett 
won two titles, including 
the PBA World Cham-
pionship, and led the 
tour with 29,920 points, 
$265,792 in earnings and 

a near-record 229.37 av-
erage. Tackett garnered 
67.50% of votes from 
PBA members and the 
media.

Anthony Simonsen, 

who led the tour with 
three standard titles, fin-
ished second in voting at 
11.00%. Marshall Kent 
finished third with 9.50% 
of votes.

Bill O’Neill, David 
“Boog” Krol, Kyle Troup, 
Matt Russo and Jesper 
Svensson were also 
nominated and received 
votes.

“It’s so much fun to be 
able to compete and be 
rewarded with things like 
this, adding to the legacy 
that I’ve been fortunate 

NATE PURCHES NAMED 2024 
HARRY GOLDEN PBA ROOKIE OF THE YEAR

Purches becomes first PBA Junior product to win PBA Rookie of the Year
by Nolan Hughes

Nate Purches of Fond 
du Lac, Wis. has been 
named the 2024 Harry 
Golden PBA Rookie of 
the Year.

Purches received 
70.16% of votes from 
PBA members and the 
media. Alec Keplinger, 
the only other nominee, 
finished second garner-
ing 29.84% of votes.

Purches led all first-
year PBA Tour players in 
points, earnings and av-
erage. He earned a sea-
son-high finish of sev-
enth in the PBA Cheetah 

Championship and a 
season-high major finish 
of 12th in the PBA World 
Championship.

“It felt like everything 
that I worked for — the 
dedication, the effort — 
everything all felt com-
pleted at that moment 
in time,” Purches said of 
hearing the news. 

“It means everything 
to be with guys like Bel-
mo, Pete Weber and all 
the guys I just idolized 
growing up. It seems so 
surreal. It’s pretty cool to 
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Distributors For:
 

• Qubica / A.M.F.
• Brunswick
• Century Lane Machines
• NEO Technologies
• Pinsetter Parts Plus
• Quality Bowling
• W.P. Rental Shoes
All Brands of Lane Conditioners

1216 W. Grove Avenue, Orange, CA 92865

 We Specialize in:
• Resurfacing
• Lanes in Private Homes
• Pinsetter Parts & Supplies
• New Lane Installations

Happy Holiday
EVERYTHING FOR THE BOWLING CENTER

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
Online Ordering System at www.wpbowling.com

Check our stock.  Check our pricing.
Search for a part number, and order your

parts and supplies ALL ON-LINE.

HOME OF

Martin Acad
emy

Pinsetter/P
inspotter

Training Fa
cility

1216 W. GROVE AVENUE, ORANGE, CA 92865
714-974-1733 • 800-595-2695 • FAX 714-974-2681

www.wpbowling.com

WPWP

WPWP

Western Pacific Bowling Supply, Inc.

Online Ordering System at www.wpbowling.com
800 - 595 - 2695  •  Fax: 714 - 974 - 2681

In The World Of Bowling, 
Detroit Is Still Number One

by Dave Williams

The tremendous loss of bowling centers and league bowlers throughout the 
nation since the COVID confusion of 2019 prompted me to take a look at some 
of the local associations in which this column is published. 

There’s absolutely no question that Detroit is still number one when it comes 
to bowling. With more than 80 bowling centers in the area of Macomb, Oakland 
and Wayne Counties, there’s no association even close to that number of bowling 
centers and lane beds, according to Metro Detroit USBC’s Association Manager 
Mark Martin. 

Thunderbowl Lanes in the Detroit suburb of Allen Park (Wayne County) is the 
largest center in the tri-county area, as well as in the nation, with 90 lanes. Next 
up on the metro Detroit list is Imperial Lanes (Macomb County) with 80 lanes, 
followed by a pair of 60 lane centers that are both in Wayne County — Westland 
Bowl and Super Bowl Lanes. 

Rounding out the top ten locations are 300 Bowl (52 lanes), Century Bowl (52), 
Hartfield Lanes (52), Five Star Lanes (50), Astro Lanes (48), Rosebowl Lanes 
(48), and Shore Lanes, also with 48 lanes. Wow… that’s a lot of lane beds!

With 80-plus bowling centers, you would expect the number of league bowlers 
to be quite high, but I was surprised to learn that there are only around 50,000 
certified members in the Metro Detroit USBC, according to bowl.com. But that still 
makes them the largest local bowling association in the country.

However, dividing 50,000 league members by 80 bowling centers leaves us 
with only 625 league bowlers per location. Even the famous Thunderbowl Lanes 
has a mere 614 certified league members. I can remember visiting Thunderbowl 
Lanes and Imperial Lanes as possible acquisitions for AMF way back in the mid-
1980’s. 

My boss, Bruce Gobbi, would always warn me not to get too involved with the 
management and staff at the locations and just investigate the league bowler 
counts each evening to be sure that they were accurate, because many times 
owners were only using us to see what their center might be worth on the open 
market. 

Imperial Lanes was “stuffed” with leagues and would have made a fine addi-
tion for AMF, but as Gobbi had warned, they were just shopping to see what sort 
of price the location would command. Even today, Imperial reports a healthy total 
of 2,205 league members, and that’s the highest league count among the bowling 
centers listed at mdusbc.com. 

In those days (1980’s), AMF boasted of two locations with more than 5,000 
league members — AMF Wallington Lanes in Wallington, N.J. (5,400 league 
members), and AMF Main Lanes in Columbus, Ohio, with 5,200 sanctioned keg-
lers. In spite of those lofty numbers, both AMF Altamonte Lanes in Altamonte 
Springs, Fla., and AMF East Meadow Bowl in East Meadow, N.Y., reported higher 
revenue because of a more elevated pricing structure.

Where Have All The Bowling Centers Gone
As I investigated further, I discovered that the Greater Los Angeles USBC 

(including Antelope Valley, Santa Clarita Valley, San Fernando Valley and Los An-
geles County) reports only 15 certified bowling centers, with another 9 that have 
no certified leagues. The largest location is Cal Bowl (68 lanes), another location 
that AMF came very close to acquiring in 1985. 

One more among the fifteen certified locations at glacusbc.com is Bowlero 
Cerritos, which was American Recreation Centers (ARC) top performing location 

while I was working for them in the 1990’s. The team of Vince Dwyer and Phyl-
lis Holm put together some fantastic numbers and innovative promotions. Their 
league numbers hovered around the 2,200 mark, with the overall revenue from 
leagues, casual bowling, lounge and snack bar at a most impressive level. 

In one of Carol Mancini’s Looking Back segments (1975 - Part 2, appearing on 
October 12, 2017), Carol notes that “Phyllis Holm (was a promotions) tiger — she 
was ggrreeeattt.” In the same column she remembers Pete Weber (“Pete Weber 
was 12 years old and averaged a monstrous 232 in a St. Louis Junior League”), 
and yours truly: “Dave Williams (AMF Rep) shot 6-300’s this year, two in one 
week. Was a state record in ’75. Dave is retired, writes articles and remembers 
‘The Good Ole Days.’”

The Metroplex Is Stable
In contrast to Detroit (loss of league bowlers due to lifestyle changes) and Los 

Angeles (loss of bowling centers due to land values), we have the North Texas 
USBC that’s still growing at a moderate pace, primarily due to a population base 
that is migrating from northern climates, and already familiar with the game of 
ten pins.

The Dallas-Ft. Worth Metroplex boasts 26 bowling establishments. It’s inter-
esting that among the list of centers at nctusbc.com, some of AMF’s and ARC’s 
underperforming locations (Bowlero-Desoto and Cowtown Bowling Palace) are 
now thriving enterprises, while powerful locations from the past (Forest Park 
Lanes and Triangle Bowl-Irving) have succumbed to the land value scenario. 

I always enjoyed visiting Forest Park Lanes. It was on the second floor above 
a popular pancake house. The smell of butter, pancakes and coffee permeated 
the lanes! Cowtown was also an interesting experience, as past BPAA president 
C.C. Bearden kept his offices on the ground floor of the building, after selling the 
bowling operation to AMF, and was always up for a conversation about what was 
happening with the game in other parts of the country. 

Phoenix Continues To Grow
An area that shows little sign of slowing down is the Metro Phoenix USBC 

(phxusbc.org). Although many of the locations have a prior affiliation with AMF, 
I’m not at all familiar with them because they were a part of the acquisition of Fair-
lanes, a few years after I had left AMF. Fairlanes had the great foresight to build 
many locations in the rapidly growing metropolitan areas of Phoenix, Denver and 
Houston.

Of the 14 locations in Metro Phoenix, half of them are adorned with the name 
of AMF or Bowlero: AMF Desert Hills, Bowlero Union Hills, AMF Peoria, Bowlero 
Christown, Bowlero Avondale, Bowlero Via Linda, and Bowlero Glendale.

What will the future hold for bowling? Trends usually begin in California, so we 
will probably continue to see new entertainment centers that provide boutique 
bowling segments, along with a mixture of other activities. It’s also possible that 
we will see an expansion of locations with little or no certified league members. 

____________________

LONG TIME FRIEND LOSES BATTLE — Stacey Karten, who served as direc-
tor of marketing at Fairlanes for many years, has died at the young age of 70, 
after battling Parkinson’s disease for many years. Following the sale of Fairlanes 
to AMF, Stacey transitioned into an executive director position with the Bowling 
Proprietors of New Jersey, where he remained for many years. Stacey will always 
be remembered for his kind and gentle nature. 
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800-200-9998 
www.WBPIprogram.com 

Happy 
Holidays!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From our family to yours, we hope your 

holidays are filled with joy, gratitude, and 
relaxation. 

 

Western Bowling Proprietors Insurance &  
Rednil Insurance Brokers 

 
The #1 insurer of bowling centers nationwide 

From our family to yours, we hope your holidays 
are filled with joy, gratitude and relaxation

Western Bowling Proprietors Insurance & Rednil Insurance Brokers
The #1 Insurer of Bowling Centers Nationwide

http://www.WBPIprogram.com
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All regular events: 
Check in at 7:30 a.m. 
Tournament Bowling 
begins at 8:00 a.m.  

Entry Fees: 
Preps $15  

Farm Club $45  
Open Division $50 

(Preps up to 5 games, Farm up to  
12 games, Open up to 18 games) 

 For more info: 
www.bowljat.org 

 Join our Facebook page!  
 junior_amateur_tour 

Scratch Junior Tournaments 
For Every Average Bowlers • 21 & Under 

Three Competition Divisions 
135-165 Preps • 165-189 Farm • 190+ Open

Alumni Event 
Sunday, May 18th 
Keystone Lanes 

Everyone is welcome! 
Come say farewell to 

Keystone Lanes with a 
special Alumni event 

and get together! 

Bowling Centers 
of Southern California

Preps Division 
sponsored by: 

Merry Christmas, 
Happy Hanukkah, and 
a very Happy New Year 

to all the bowlers, 
parents, alumni and 
supporters of the JAT

JAT has three 
scratch divisions to 
fit the skill level of 

every junior bowler! 
We provide So. Cal. 
tournaments for all 

bowlers under 
22 years old! 

Preps Division 
bowlers can get 

some tournament 
experience for just 

$12 per event!

http://www.socalbowling.com
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2025 
New Years Day

Check in at 9:00AM, Practice begins at 10:00AM

Entry: $135
Pots/Blocks/Super Pot: $80

Eliminator Pot: $10
Brackets: $5

Pattern: TBA

Contact Jon Diso or Kasey Uyesugi to sign up

JIM SHEPPARD – Senior 
“Bowler of The Week”

by Frank Weiler
REDLANDS – Every once in awhile a bowler’s per-

formance on the lanes is so impressive or so unique 
that you have to wonder how he did what he did.  You 
wonder whether you have seen anything like it before.  
You wonder if you will ever see it happen again.  

That’s how I feel when watching Jim Sheppard 
bowl.  He is “poetry in motion” on the lanes.  
Always executing every shot to perfection.  That’s 
executing perfectly, shot after shot after shot.  It’s un-
believable.  It’s so impressive to watch.  That’s when 
you wonder if you’ll ever see such accuracy, such 
consistency again?

That’s why Jim Sheppard is the Citrus Belt’s MIS-
TER CONSISTENT on the lanes.  His perfect ex-
ecution of every shot translates into Jim being the  best 
spare maker this area may have  ever seen.  While 
Walter Ray Williams Jr. is nicknamed “Dead-
eye” because of his accuracy as a spare maker, 
many call Jim Sheppard “Hawk Eye” because he 
is a great spare maker as well.  

Jim’s reputation as a spare maker shouldn’t be con-
strued to mean that he doesn’t strike.  His accuracy as 
a spare maker easily translates into his also being a 
consistent striker.  As an outstanding spare maker and 
striker, it is not surprising that Jim Sheppard continues 
to roll huge scores.

Last week Jim rolled a 626 scratch series in the 
Golden Agers League.  Just another above par series 
by MISTER CONSISTENT.  I don’t know how many 
consecutive weeks Jim has rolled par scores but would 
guess it would at least be a couple of dozen weeks and 
maybe up to 50 consecutive weeks!  That’s incred-
ible!  Another incredible week on the lanes for Jim 
Sheppard, just like his last 50 weeks.

That’s why Jim Sheppard is Senior “Bowler of The 
Week”!  He has had another great week on the lanes.  
Another week in his long string of consecutive weeks 
rolling a scratch par series.  

The exploits of Jim Sheppard again proves that 
“CALIFORNIA BOWLERS ARE THE BEST 
BOWLERS IN THE WORLD”.

REDLANDS – Tom Collins bowls in a variety of 
leagues within the Citrus Belt, including several se-
nior leagues. In every league that he competes he 
is among the top average bowlers.  In some of his 
leagues he carries the high average.

Tom is a “Power Stroker” rolling from the left side.  
That means Tom can score with speed and revo-
lutions or score slowing things down and using a 
consistent accurate style to knock down pins.  With 
his multifaceted bowling style Tom regularly demon-
strates that variety is not only the spice of life but also 
a doorway to scoring.

As a “Power Stroker” it means Tom is a bowler 
who can do it all.  That’s why it surprised no one when 
Tom rolled a perfect 300 game a few weeks ago.

By the way, Tom’s perfect 300 game is special be-
cause it is one of the few rolled on the newly installed 
String Pins here.

Tom’s perfect game and 735 ( 300 – 256 – 179) 
scratch series are both league highs in the Fun Time 
Laughlin League.  Tom’s 198 average is the fourth 
highest in the league.

Tom Collins Bowls 300
by Frank Weiler

Tom’s scoring and consistency on the lanes dem-
onstrate again that “California bowlers are the best 
bowlers in the world”.
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714-263-3600
www.lakeins.com

Auto | Home | Property | Liability | Cyber | Workers Comp

Spare the 
troubles of 
insurance 

 

Happy Holidays From Our Family to Yours 
     

 
 

be on an elite list and part of PBA history.”
Purches, who attends Marian University in Wisconsin, was in finance class 

one recent Monday morning when his phone rang. The caller ID read “PBA Com-
missioner Tom Clark” and Purches didn’t know how to react.

“You should probably answer that call,” the student sitting next to Purches 
said. And who was this mysterious, yet assured student? Only the commission-
er’s son, Rory Clark.

“It turned out it was the Rookie of the Year call, which was very funny and prob-
ably the best five minutes I took out of class,” Purches said.

Purches, who turned 21 in April, is the first PBA Junior player to earn PBA 
Rookie of the Year honors. 

In the inaugural PBA Junior Boys National Championships, Purches finished 
as the runner-up. Purches moved from Marlborough, Mass. to Wisconsin that 
summer, in 2021, to start his college career.

After one unsatisfying season of collegiate bowling, Purches opted to join the 
PBA ahead of the 2023 season. Not only did Purches earn PBA Midwest Region 
Rookie of the Year honors in 2023, but he was named the region’s Player of the 
Year as well.

Purches said he talked to as many of his competitors as he could to learn and 
try to lessen the learning curve.

“I talked to EJ Tackett, Benjy Martinez, Kevin McCune when bowling the re-
gionals,” Purches said. “I learned a lot about what the national tour is like from 
them. I used what they said and (experience from) the regional tour and applied 
that to the Masters and World Series this year.”

Purches’ spectacular rookie campaign on the PBA Regional Tour earned him 
a spot in this season’s PBA All-Star Weekend. Paired with EJ Tackett and Pete 
Weber, Purches competed in the PBA Legacy Cup: Legends and Rising Stars.

The youngster said a few words of wisdom from those PBA legends proved 
instrumental.

“Pete Weber told me not to get too energetic on the TV show. Ultimately, I 
ignored him and it cost us a little bit,” Purches said. “But I remember EJ told me 
you have to go into every tournament saying that you’re going to win. You have 
to have that mindset, or else you’re not going to win. Since then, I’ve been telling 
myself that I’m the best bowler in the building and I’m going to win every tourna-
ment. It’s been helping a lot.”

Purches’s rookie campaign started slow — he missed the cut in his first three 
pre-tournament qualifiers — but in the first title event after All-Star Weekend, 
Purches kick-started his eventual ROY by earning a 26th-place finish in the 
USBC Masters.

Then at the PBA World Series of Bowling XV in Allen Park, Mich., Purches had 
his coming-out party. He made three of four match play cuts and earned three 
top-12 finishes.

While Purches fell to the Rookie of the Year runner-up, Keplinger, in the PBA 
Cheetah Championship Round of 8, Purches showcased the disposition that has 

allowed him to buck the learning curve in the Round of 16.
Down 0-2 in a best-of-five-games match against Jason Belmonte, Purches 

rallied to force a Game 5. Late in Game 4, Purches delivered a clutch strike and 
exclaimed “Game 5, let’s go!” to anyone and everyone within shouting distance.

“It wasn’t a bash at Belmo at all, it was about me showing him that I’m here and 
I mean business,” Purches said. “Knowing that this next game decided every-
thing, the other four games did not matter, I wanted to keep myself in it. To show 
myself that I’ve got one more game to pull off probably one of the biggest upsets 
that bowling has seen in a little bit.”

Purches will have every opportunity to prove his ROY season is only the be-
ginning. In August’s PBA Tour Trials, Purches finished fourth and earned an ex-
empt berth on the 2025 PBA Tour. Therefore, he will be entered in every PBA Tour 
event for his sophomore season.

“The main goal next season is to stay exempt,” Purches said. “I’d like to make 
at least one show, I feel like I can do that. I’ve been close three times so far in my 
one year, so I feel like I could definitely pull it off next year.

“The Hall of Fame is obviously the goal for everyone,” Purches continued, 
speaking of his career goals. “I want to be a multi-time titleist. I feel like I could 
pull off at least five to six titles, and maybe give myself a chance to be inducted 
into the Hall of Fame one day.”

Recent Harry Golden PBA Rookie of the Year Winners
Nate Purches, 2024
Cortez Schenck, 2023
Santtu Tahvanainen, 2022
Matt Russo, 2021
not awarded in 2020

PBA Rookie of the Year continued from page 1

Mykel Holliman, 2019
Kamron Doyle, 2018
Matt Sanders, 2017
François Lavoie, 2016
Jesper Svensson, 2015

Complete list of Harry Golden PBA Rookie of the Year award winners

http://www.lakeins.com
https://www.pba.com/player-resources/scholarships-and-awards/rookie-of-the-year
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Build Your Own Rocket! 
Private Engineering Classes 
          Dive into the world of aerospace and physics 
           Hands-on learning guided by expert engineers 
      Get certified in rocketry by the National Association of Rocketry 
     Keep your fully developed rocket! 

Limited Spots Available! 
Contact Us to Launch Your Engineering Journey Today! 
(949)409-9501 - stemulateoc@gmail.com  

 

enough to create. Hopefully I can add to it as we 
move forward,” Tackett said.

No matter the oil pattern, the bowling center or the 
format, Tackett performed at an elite level this sea-
son. In his worst finish of the season — 40th place 
in the PBA Cheetah Championship — he averaged 
231.67.

His week-in, week-out consistency led to Tackett 
tallying the second highest single-season average in 
PBA history.

“Everything has clicked together the last two sea-
sons,” Tackett said. “I’ve been able to make the right 
moves at the right time, maybe a little bit quicker than 
most. When you can make the right move a frame or 
two quicker, that adds up. That’s been the biggest dif-
ference for me. It’s not necessarily that I’m throwing 
it that much better; it’s my recognition of what’s hap-
pening on the lane that has been really, really good 
the last two seasons. When you’re recognizing stuff 
faster, it gives you more confidence to throw better 
shots, too.”

How close did Tackett come to breaking Jason 
Belmonte’s 2017 record of 229.39?

Tackett needed just 10 more pins somewhere in 
his 440 games to have broken the record.

Entering the final game of the season, Tackett 
needed to shoot 299 to narrowly eclipse Belmon-
te’s mark. With a flair for the dramatic, Tackett fired 
10-consecutive strikes before leaving a 4-pin to shoot 
289.

“It sucks that I missed the record by that much,” 
Tackett said. “But at the end of the day, would it have 
been cool? Yeah. Is it going to change anything about 
my career? I don’t think so. I’d rather have 48 titles 
and 16 majors.”

Tackett is almost halfway to the former, notching 
both of his titles — the 22nd and 23rd titles of his 
career — during the PBA World Series of Bowling XV 
in Allen Park, Mich. 

He defeated Simonsen and Japan’s Shota Kawa-
zoe to win the PBA Shark Championship, then 
climbed an all-left-handed stepladder to defend his 
PBA World Championship title.

Each time Tackett has won the PBA World Cham-
pionship — 2016, 2023 and 2024 — he went on to 
earn Player of the Year honors. But he said this year’s 
World Championship victory meant more to him than 
any previous or future title.

“The biggest thing for me was winning the PBA 
World Championship and having Natalie and Tripp 
there,” Tackett said. “It was such an amazing feeling 
to be able to share that moment with our child. Every-
thing else doesn’t mean as much anymore. He’s the 
most important thing.”

Despite winning back-to-back titles, Tackett’s best 
stretch of bowling perhaps came earlier in the sea-
son. He reached the championship round in five con-
secutive events from the U.S. Open presented by Go 
Bowling through the PBA Delaware Classic.

The streak ended at the USBC Masters, in which 
Tackett finished in sixth place and 25 pins shy of 
making a sixth consecutive show.

Tackett was born in the small Indiana county of 
Huntington — as was Chris Schenkel, whose Hall of 
Fame sports broadcasting career included more than 
three decades as the voice of the PBA and whose 
name is immortalized on the Player of the Year trophy.

Recent Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year Winners

EJ Tackett, 2024
EJ Tackett, 2023

PBA Player of the Year  
continued from page 1

Jason Belmonte, 2022
Kyle Troup, 2021

Jason Belmonte, 2020
Jason Belmonte, 2019

Andrew Anderson, 2018
Jason Belmonte, 2017

EJ Tackett, 2016
Jason Belmonte, 2015

Complete list of Chris Schenkel PBA Player of the Year winners

https://www.pba.com/player-resources/scholarships-and-awards/player-of-the-year
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Happy Holiday
EVERYTHING FOR THE BOWLING CENTER

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF
Online Ordering System at www.wpbowling.com

Check our stock.  Check our pricing.
Search for a part number, and order your
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Pinsetter/
Pinspotter
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www.wpbowling.com
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Western Pacific Bowling Supply, Inc.
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FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630

(949) 770-0055 • Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com • Manager: Jon Diso

Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Blvd., 
La Habra, CA 90631

(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www.lh300bowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692

(949) 586-5300 • Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com

Mgr: John Chapman • Email:  john@saddlebacklanes.com

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683

(714) 893-5005 • Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com

Mgr: Jennifer Chow • Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

KEARNY MESA BOWL - 40
7585 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., 

San Diego, CA 92111
(858) 279-1501

MIRA MESA LANES - 44
8210 Mira Mesa Blvd., 
San Diego, CA 92126

(858) 578-0500
miramesalanes.com

GOLD COAST - 70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4000 W. Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(800) 331-5334

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(888) 365-7111

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 • Fax: 702-298-2687
Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center

5111 Boulder Highway
 Las Vegas, NV 89122

(800) 634-6371 • SamsTown.com

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Blvd. 

South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

9090 Alta Drive, 
Las Vegas, NV 89145

(702) 636-7400 

BUENA LANES - 42BUENA LANES - 42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 930031788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com 

Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712

(562) 421-8448 • Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com • Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 Florence, Downey, CA 90240

(562) 927-3351 • Fax: (562) 928-5453
www.delriolanes.com • Mgr: Sabrina Gonzalez

Email: Sabrina@delriolanes.com

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave., 

Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244

gardenabowl.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650

(562) 868-3261 • Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com • Mgr: Dave Piazza

Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Blvd., 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558 

oaktreelanes.net

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350

(661) 254-0540 • Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com

Email: scl4usc@aol.com

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350

(661) 254-0540 • Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com

Email: scl4usc@aol.com

BOWLING NEWS DIRECTORY

Ventura CountySan Diego

Los Angeles  County Orange  County Las Vegas
Laughlin

=

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY
Association Manager - Annette Anderson
1832 Greenacre Rd., Pomona, CA 91768  

E-Mail: sgvusbc@gmail.com
(909) 326-1201

CITRUS BELT
Association Manager - Elise Hamner

667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410
citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

ORANGE COUNTY
Association Manager - Stacie Osborn

PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396  
E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org

(714) 554-0111

GREATER 
LA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara

3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
E-Mail: info@glacusbc.com

glacusbc.com
(562) 426-2030  Fax: (562) 426-2032
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SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.
Association Manager - Donald Way

7840 El Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: sandiegousbc@gmail.com

www.sandiegobowling.com
(619)697-3334

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara

3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
info@calusbc.com • calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com

(562)449-4527

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Gary Forman
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396

ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com

(657)210-2695

NORTH COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Ross LaBar

306 W. El Norte Pkwy #95, Escondido, CA 92026
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com

www.ncusbca.com
(714)322-2780

VENTURA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Debbie Brickell

vcusbc@gmail.com
(805)339-9334

Riverside &
San Bernardino
BOWLIUM LANES - 32

4666 E. Holt Blvd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528 • Fax: (909) 626-2144

www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr., 
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120  Fax: (951) 922-2385
Located next to Morongo Casino

EDITORIAL OFFICE
11459 Imperial Hwy.
Norwalk, CA 90650
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7502 Florence Ave.
Downey, CA 90240
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E-mail: news@californiabowlingnews.com
Website: www.californiabowlingnews.com
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INVITATIONALINVITATIONAL

38th Year!

Invitational

29th Year

i

1265 Corona Pointe Court
Suite 115-9
Corona, CA 92879

Office: 951.530.9343
Mobile: 714.875.0450
Fax: 951.389.3755
dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com
www.tfaconnect.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.
Transamerica Financial Group Division

Dean Sanderson
Registered Representative

License: 0F92487

Super Sweeper Pot
Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of 

Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.

1st - 225 - Buddy Lucas   2nd - 223 Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Buddy Lucas 670
Doug Kempt 660
Matt Mosley 638
Ramon Torres 627
Mikey Villarreal 625

TOP 10 LAST WEEK
Sam Hitchcock 623
Charlie Kinstler 614
Paul Varela 604
Leonard Ruiz Jr. 600
Josh Tajiri 596

Del Rio Lanes  7502 E. Florence Ave., Downey CA 90240 • (562) 927-3351

Threadworks 19
Power House Video Games 18
The Pro Approach 18
Sysco $$ 17
Erickson Foods $$$ 16

TOP 10 TEAMS ROUND 5
DV8 16
Pino’s Pizza 14
Herzog Insurance 14
American Harvest Vodka 13
Blizz Yogurt 13

©2015 Brunswick Bowling & Billiards Corporation. Form #1214-22.
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DOWNEY — It wasn’t pretty, but it was enough as 
Threadworks moved into 1st place in Round 5 by sweep-
ing past The Professional Approach 5-0. The US Open pat-
tern was playing especially tough tonight as most teams 
struggled. Paul Varela led the charge to the top, as he fired a 
very nice 604 series to lead the sweep. Danny Ly led Power 
House Video Games to a sweep of their own, as they took 
down Blizz Yogurt 5-0. Danny shot 625, while Greg Neuer 
led Blizz with 581. Team DV8 is once again in contention 
for the round lead, as Sam Hitchcock winged his way to 
242/623 and led DV8 to a 4-1 win over Linder Insurance. 

Linder was paced by Kurt Arakaki 592 and Kevin Val-
monte 591. In the best scoring match of the night, Pino’s 
Pizza prevailed 3-2 as they held off Alhambra Coin Center 
to win Team Totals by 13. Both teams bowled well, finishing 
as #1 and #2 scoring teams for the night, and their pair was 
250 pins higher than any other two teams combined scoring 
for a pair. Leading the way for Pino’s was Ramon Torres 
627 & Leonard Ruiz 600, while Alhambra was led by Doug 
Kempt 660 & Steve Gaucin 608. Herzog Insurance took a 
4-1 win over the PJ-less Los Altos Trophies team as Mikey 
Villarreal shot 625 for the winners, while Top Dog for the 
night went to Los Altos’ Buddy Lucas with a very fine 670. 

In the roll off team matches, it was Erickson Foods once 
again losing the first two games, only to come back strong 
in Game 3 and not only win the game, but Team Totals. Er-
ickson pulls within 2.5 games of holding the #1 seed with 
the 3-2 win, as nobody managed to shoot 600 series, Herbert 

Jones led the way for Keystone Lanes with 589, while Jason 
Buenviaje shot 563 for Ericksons. Charlie Kinstler shot 614 
to lead SYSCO to a 5-0 sweep of Forest Lanes who strug-
gled all night to catch SYSCO. Mason Man O’Lantern Sher-
man topped Forest with 589. American Harvest Vodka out 
shot CASAMIGO’S Tequila and won 4-1 as Kevin Jones 
rolled 588, while Vernon Adams topped the Tequila team 
with 565. Mike Jennings shot 594 to lead Tifco Industries to 
a 4-1 win over BOWLIUM, who had the pair’s high series, 
Craig Stevens with 623. Matt Mosley powered his way to 
255 & 638 to lead Cook’s Bowling Supply to a 5-0 sweep 
over J.A.T. DeeRonn Booker led the Junior Amateur Tour 
team with 549. In the final pairing, it was GJC Services win-
ning 3 points as Juan Zavala topped his squad with 511. 

Sidepot winners were Game 1 – Sam Hitchcock 242  
Game 2 –Jason Buenviaje 226 however the  Financial Advi-
sor’s pot was won by Buddy Lucas 225 for $240 with Leon-
ard Ruiz Jr. 2nd  place with 223 for $100.  Game 3 Super 
Pot went to Mikey Villarreal 255, quite the contrast from 
last week where you needed 11 strikes or more to win. The 
TRUE ANCHOR award goes to a new winner, Barry Couch 
Jr. collected the honors with a 3 game set of 361. 

One more week on the dreaded US Open shot to try and 
move into the Round Lead, improve your standing, or move 
up the ladder in the Roll Off seedings. I’m sure most can’t 
wait for May to get here, since we will be finished with this 
pattern. Hope to see you all down at Del Rio next Monday 
in Downey.  Have a blessed week everyone!

Threadworks Stitches Together A Sweep Into First
by Randy Myers

	 495 E. Rincon Street
	 Suite 150
	 Corona, CA 92879

	 Office:	 951.530.9343
	 Mobile: 	714.875.0450
	 Fax: 	 951.389.3755

dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com
https://deansanderson.wfgopportunity.com/

TOP 10 ROUND 3 WEEK 1

TOP 10 THIS WEEK

Weaverbird . . . . . . . .        5
Pro Approach Oak Tree $$ . 5
Bowlium . . . . . . . . . .          5 
Pro Approach Del Rio  . 5
Forest Lanes  . . . . . .      4 

Family Ties . . . . . . . .        4
Junior Amateur Tour . 4
US Foods . . . . . . . . .         3
Don Julio Tequila . . .  2
DV8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              1

658 Kevin Jones
650 Eric Snow
645 Kaven Massey
643 Tony Brunning
634 Eric Williams Jr.

623 Michael Marmolejo
623 Ramon Torres
620 Bobby Campagnale
615 AJ Garcia
612 David Schiada

SUPER SWEEPER POT
Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of

Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.
1st AJ Garcia 278 $160 • 2nd Ramon Torres 268 $70

Invitational

29th Year

i

1265 Corona Pointe Court
Suite 115-9
Corona, CA 92879

Office: 951.530.9343
Mobile: 714.875.0450
Fax: 951.389.3755
dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com
www.tfaconnect.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.
Transamerica Financial Group Division

Dean Sanderson
Registered Representative

License: 0F92487

Super Sweeper Pot
Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of 

Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.

1st - 225 - Buddy Lucas   2nd - 223 Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Buddy Lucas 670
Doug Kempt 660
Matt Mosley 638
Ramon Torres 627
Mikey Villarreal 625

TOP 10 LAST WEEK
Sam Hitchcock 623
Charlie Kinstler 614
Paul Varela 604
Leonard Ruiz Jr. 600
Josh Tajiri 596

Del Rio Lanes  7502 E. Florence Ave., Downey CA 90240 • (562) 927-3351

Threadworks 19
Power House Video Games 18
The Pro Approach 18
Sysco $$ 17
Erickson Foods $$$ 16

TOP 10 TEAMS ROUND 5
DV8 16
Pino’s Pizza 14
Herzog Insurance 14
American Harvest Vodka 13
Blizz Yogurt 13

©2015 Brunswick Bowling & Billiards Corporation. Form #1214-22.
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DOWNEY — It wasn’t pretty, but it was enough as 
Threadworks moved into 1st place in Round 5 by sweep-
ing past The Professional Approach 5-0. The US Open pat-
tern was playing especially tough tonight as most teams 
struggled. Paul Varela led the charge to the top, as he fired a 
very nice 604 series to lead the sweep. Danny Ly led Power 
House Video Games to a sweep of their own, as they took 
down Blizz Yogurt 5-0. Danny shot 625, while Greg Neuer 
led Blizz with 581. Team DV8 is once again in contention 
for the round lead, as Sam Hitchcock winged his way to 
242/623 and led DV8 to a 4-1 win over Linder Insurance. 

Linder was paced by Kurt Arakaki 592 and Kevin Val-
monte 591. In the best scoring match of the night, Pino’s 
Pizza prevailed 3-2 as they held off Alhambra Coin Center 
to win Team Totals by 13. Both teams bowled well, finishing 
as #1 and #2 scoring teams for the night, and their pair was 
250 pins higher than any other two teams combined scoring 
for a pair. Leading the way for Pino’s was Ramon Torres 
627 & Leonard Ruiz 600, while Alhambra was led by Doug 
Kempt 660 & Steve Gaucin 608. Herzog Insurance took a 
4-1 win over the PJ-less Los Altos Trophies team as Mikey 
Villarreal shot 625 for the winners, while Top Dog for the 
night went to Los Altos’ Buddy Lucas with a very fine 670. 

In the roll off team matches, it was Erickson Foods once 
again losing the first two games, only to come back strong 
in Game 3 and not only win the game, but Team Totals. Er-
ickson pulls within 2.5 games of holding the #1 seed with 
the 3-2 win, as nobody managed to shoot 600 series, Herbert 

Jones led the way for Keystone Lanes with 589, while Jason 
Buenviaje shot 563 for Ericksons. Charlie Kinstler shot 614 
to lead SYSCO to a 5-0 sweep of Forest Lanes who strug-
gled all night to catch SYSCO. Mason Man O’Lantern Sher-
man topped Forest with 589. American Harvest Vodka out 
shot CASAMIGO’S Tequila and won 4-1 as Kevin Jones 
rolled 588, while Vernon Adams topped the Tequila team 
with 565. Mike Jennings shot 594 to lead Tifco Industries to 
a 4-1 win over BOWLIUM, who had the pair’s high series, 
Craig Stevens with 623. Matt Mosley powered his way to 
255 & 638 to lead Cook’s Bowling Supply to a 5-0 sweep 
over J.A.T. DeeRonn Booker led the Junior Amateur Tour 
team with 549. In the final pairing, it was GJC Services win-
ning 3 points as Juan Zavala topped his squad with 511. 

Sidepot winners were Game 1 – Sam Hitchcock 242  
Game 2 –Jason Buenviaje 226 however the  Financial Advi-
sor’s pot was won by Buddy Lucas 225 for $240 with Leon-
ard Ruiz Jr. 2nd  place with 223 for $100.  Game 3 Super 
Pot went to Mikey Villarreal 255, quite the contrast from 
last week where you needed 11 strikes or more to win. The 
TRUE ANCHOR award goes to a new winner, Barry Couch 
Jr. collected the honors with a 3 game set of 361. 

One more week on the dreaded US Open shot to try and 
move into the Round Lead, improve your standing, or move 
up the ladder in the Roll Off seedings. I’m sure most can’t 
wait for May to get here, since we will be finished with this 
pattern. Hope to see you all down at Del Rio next Monday 
in Downey.  Have a blessed week everyone!

Threadworks Stitches Together A Sweep Into First
by Randy Myers

	 11801 Pierce Street
	 Suite 215
	 Riverside, CA 92505

	 Office:	 951.530.9343
	 Mobile: 	714.875.0450
	 Fax: 	 951.389.3755

dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com
https://deansanderson.wfgopportunity.com/

Dean Sanderson
Investment Advisor Representative

License: 0F92487

by David Yamauchi

Four Teams Sweep To Start The Long Oil Round

7502  Florence Ave., Downey CA 90240 • (562) 927-3351

DOWNEY – The Brunswick Invitational 
took to the lanes to start the third round.  
Teams geared up to take on the longer, but 
low volume modified Mexico City oil pattern.  
Teams were paired up based on season wins 
to start the round.

The “A” match featured the two round win-
ners, Pro Approach Oak Tree (Leonard Ruiz 
Jr.) and Love Laundry (Ramsey Basurto).  
Pro Approach Oak Tree, coming off their 
round two win, kept the momentum going with 
a 5-0 sweep of Love Laundry.  Ramon Torres 
continued to be hot, leading the Oak Tree 
bunch with a 615 set while Marquan Rivers 
posted 563 to lead Love Laundry.

The “B” match paired Family Ties (Bobby 
Campagnale) and Threadworks (Eric Snow) 
with both teams coming up just short the first 
two rounds.   Family Ties took the first two 
games by enough to bank a 4-1 result over 
Threadworks.  Bobby Campagnale led Family 
Ties Eric Snow was huge putting up a 650 to 
be the lone light for Threadworks.

US Foods (Gabriel Martinez) took on 
Don Julio Tequila (Gabe Garza) with the 
two teams sitting around 5 games out of the 
overall lead.  US Foods took the first game 
by 48, then lost the next two by 31 and 3, for 
a 3-2 win and a 15-pin total pins win.  Mike 
Bogue led US Foods with a 599 set while Phil 
Sujo put up 584 to pace Don Julio Tequila.

Junior Amateur Tour (Kevin Valmonte) 
was looking to get some wins against their old 
leadoff bowler now anchoring the Taco Bell 
(Kaven Massey) bunch.  Taco Bell held on to 
take the first game but J.A.T. stormed back 
with two close wins and a 22-pin totals win 

for a 4-1 result.  Michael Marmolejo was huge 
for J.A.T. with a 623 set while Kaven Massey 
rolled to a 645 series to lead Taco Bell.

Bowlium (Billy Myers Jr.) and Touchstone 
Homes (Christian Eichelkraut) matched up in 
the 10th vs. 11th match.  This match was all 
Bowlium as they cruised to a 5-0 sweep of 
Touchstone Homes.  Kevin Jones was huge 
for Bowlium with a soid 658 set while Anthony 
Rieger put up 563 to lead Touchstone Homes.

Forest Lanes (Jon Diso) and DV8 (Mat-
thew Zweig) were looking to add some wins 
to their season totals.  Forest Lanes had two 
huge wins but dropped game three for a 4-1 
result.  David Schiada subbed to a 612 set to 
lead Forest Lanes while Tony Brunning was 
big for DV8 with a 643 series.

Del Rio Lanes (Michael Barnett), Weav-
erbird (Eric Williams Jr.), Pro Approach 
Cal Bowl (Austin Wasielewski) and Pro Ap-
proach Del Rio (Augie Labrado Jr.) rounded 
out Monday’s action.   Weaverbird swept 
through Del Rio Lanes led by sub Phillip 
Castro’s 541 series.  Eric Williams Jr. was big 
for Weaverbird with a 634 series in the losing 
effort.  Pro Approach Del Rio won the battle 
of the pro shops as they swept Pro Approach 
Cal Bowl 5-0.  Augie Labrado Jr. led Del Rio 
with a 586 set while Austin Wasielewski man-
aged 544 for Cal Bowl.

Financial Advisors Pot went to AJ Gar-
cia (278) for $160 with 2nd to Ramon Torres 
(268) for $70.  Sidepots went to Bobby Hor-
nacek (252) and Ramon Torres (268) for $66 
each with 2nd to Kevin Jones (234) and J.T. 
Diso (246) for $33 each.  SuperPot went to 
Mike Bogue (259) for $198 with 2nd to Eric 
“Legend” Snow for $99.

Come out on Monday at 7:30 and watch 

Southern California’s Richest League take 
the lanes at Del Rio as they continue the trek 
on Mexico City next week.

Weekly Scratch 5-Gamer Every Tuesday
$55 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 6pm • Bowl at 7pm • 1 in 5 Payout

12/17: House / 12/24: Bye / 12/31: Bye

Saturday HDCP No-Tap Tournament
$30 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 11am • Bowl at Noon • 1 in 5 Payout
4 Games on Same Pair of Lanes on House Shot

22771 Centre Dr. Lake Forest, CA 92630 (949) 770-0055


