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The Interesting Life of Mr. Pinspotter

Mr. Pinspotter brochure cover provided 
by the Raymond R. “Woody” Woodruff 
collection at the Smithsonian Museum

by Dave Williams

Shot of Woody Woodruff inspecting the operation of a pinspotter provided 
by USBC Hall of Fame

“I had never heard 
that before,” mentioned 
Tony Franklin, owner, 
editor and publisher of 
thebowl ingnews.net , 
along with his lovely wife 
Genie. They have been 
at the helm of the Texas-
based publication since 
purchasing the  newspa-
per from longtime pub-
lisher and founder Joe 
Gennaro. 

What Tony was refer-
ring to was my mention 
of the different terms for 
the automated bowling 
machines… pinsetter for 
Brunswick, and pinspot-
ter for AMF. It was some-
thing that was really 
hammered home while I 
was working for the folks 
at AMF in both New York 
and later in Richmond, 
Virginia. 

I’m not sure why the 
difference is there, other 
than to say that I’m sure 
the brilliant minds at the 
AMF marketing depart-
ment in New York had to 
be involved; to differenti-
ate between the two ma-

chines that accomplish 
basically the same thing, 
repositioning the fallen 
pins, but by entirely dif-
ferent methods. The end 
result was a new word, 
pinspotter, that is not 
even recognizable by 
spell check on my com-
puter.

I decided to make the 
pinspotter nomenclature 
the topic of this week’s 
article, and try to find out 
more about the name 
and the introduction of 
the automated pinspotter 
at the 1946 USBC tour-
nament in Buffalo, New 
York. Woody Woodruff,  

a long time mainstay of 
AMF, and one of those 
brilliant minds from the 
marketing department, 
was involved in the spe-
cial installation across 
the street from the War 
Memorial Stadium in 
Buffalo. 

P.J. Buckner - Tops Golden Agers League
by Frank Weiler

R E D L A N D S – 
P.J.Buckner has been 
bowling at a high level 
for decades.  He is a 
successful tournament 
competitor with titles to 
his credit and is a mem-
ber of the USBC Citrus 
Belt Hall of Fame.  

Buckner is a multital-
ented, multifaceted bowl-
er.  His Bowling game 
has more facets to it than 
the Hope Diamond.  He  
can play the lanes from 
a variety of angles with a 
variety of weapons.  His 
bowling tool bag is full of 
options and his ability to 
exploit those tools to his 
advantage is amazing. 
He is one of my favorite 

bowlers to watch and 
learn from.  

With such talent and 
variety of tools at his dis-
posal it is no wonder that 
P.J. Buckner has been a 
successful bowler for so 
many decades.

This past week P.J. 
rolled another 600 
scratch series and 230 
scratch game in the 
Golden Agers League.  
That series allowed him 
to move from second to 
first on the league Lead-
er Board.  

TOP TEN of the Gold-
en Agers League follow:
1. P.J. Buckner 202
2. Jim Sheppard 201
3. Tom Collins 199
4. Gary Nakano 196
5. Bob Pedersen 191
6. Frank Weiler 190
7. Tracie Lucky 189
8. Tom Smith 187
9. Bob Corrigan 186
10. Jerry Kelly 184
Claude Heffington 184

The League wishes to 
give a “SHOUTOUT” to 
Jim Sheppard for rolling 
last weeks league high 
scratch  game of 236 

and league high scratch 
series of 614. 

The exploits of these 
great bowlers prove 
again that “CALIFORNIA 
BOWLERS ARE THE 
BEST BOWLERS IN 
THE WORLD”.
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What Do Dick Clark, American Bandstand 
and Shelby, Ohio All Have In Common?

by Dave Williams 
“The Golden Age of Bowling in the United States 

took place in the 1950’s and 60’s, and the epicenter 
of all that fun was Shelby, Ohio,” writes Timothy Bri-
an McKee at richlandcountyhistory.com. “That was 
where AMF had its Bowling Division factory, and it 
was their job to produce every sort of innovative new 
aspect of the sport that eventually came to be the 
standard bowling experience across the nation.”

Although I only visited the Shelby factory a couple 
of times, as well as the nearby Westerville plant, I 
became forever attached to some of the workers 
when they asked me to join their team and compete 
in the annual USBC tournament. As I’ve said before, 
AMF paid for everything, so how could I say no? We 
bowled on six different occasions during the 1980’s in 
Louisville,  Memphis, Niagara Falls (chicken wings!), 
Reno, Tulsa and Las Vegas.

“The number of bowling alleys in the USA went 
from 6,000 in 1955 to 11,000 by 1963, and during 
this same period the number of league members 
rose from just under 3 million to over 7 million,” con-
tinues McKee. “Without question, this explosion of 
popularity can be attributed to one single factor: the 
automatic pinsetter.” 

Before we go any further, I must make mention of 
some basic terminology. While working at AMF for 
many years, I became profoundly aware that Bruns-
wick built pinsetters, while AMF built pinspotters. I’m 
not completely sure if Brunswick had a patent on the 
word pinsetter, or if AMF was just making a market-
ing difference by calling them pinspotters, but it was 
a difference that was pounded into the nomenclature 
of every AMF employee.

Prior to the AMF pinspotter introduction across the 
street from the annual USBC tournament at Buffalo 
in 1946, every bowling center required a staff of pin 
boys to manually reset the pins that were knocked 
down. It was a tremendous problem trying to fill those 
pin boy positions, so the pinspotter became the im-
petus for the rapid expansion in bowling centers and 
league bowlers.

A couple of instances that I can remember during 
my days at AMF involving the recruiting of pin boys 
were best exemplified by Strike ’n Spare Lanes in Illi-
nois and State Fair Recreation in Michigan. Both had 
unique ways of recruiting pin boys to keep the lanes 
in operation. At Strike ’n Spare the owners built a 
room below the lanes complete with showers and in-
dividual bed spaces, like a barracks. State Fair Rec-
reation in the suburbs of Detroit went a step further, 
offering a snack shop with complementary meals for 
the pin boys during their shift.

State Fair had a unique layout, as described to 
me by longtime friend and co-worker Ted Rebain, 
who’s father was the manager of the 70 lane center. 
Instead of having the concourse in the middle of the 
split house (with lanes on either side), the machines 
were in the middle, with a concourse on either side. 
Rebain often told me how this provided efficiency in 
terms of having the pin boys bounce back and forth 
between the two sides. It also provided an area for 
the pin boys own snack bar and rest area between 
the lanes.

It took awhile for the automatic pinspotter to catch 
on. “By 1953 the Shelby factory opened with a staff 
of 200 employees, turning out 200 machines per 
month. Within a year there were 500 employees, and 
by the time Shelby had established itself as the most 
important bowling hub of the nation, there were 950 
employed,” writes McKee.

But what does any of this have to do with Dick 
Clark and American Bandstand, you might be ask-
ing? In 1959, the marketing geniuses at AMF hired 
television star Dick Clark to put a popular face on 

bowling by becoming their spokesman. I’m sure that 
John Mazey, Al Spanjer and Jack Graziano must 
have been a part of the free booklet called “Bowling 
Fun with Dick Clark.” It was a giveaway at all bowling 
centers that installed the automatic pinspotter. Clark 
also advertised AMF products during his American 
Bandstand program on ABC-TV.

I remember those days while growing up in Califor-
nia. Local station KPIX in San Francisco (a CBS af-
filiate) had their own version of American Bandstand 
called “Dance Party.” The show aired after school on 
weekdays and featured local teenagers from a differ-
ent high school everyday. Although I was only about 
ten at the time, I still recall my older sister Diane be-

ing a participant with her boyfriend at the time, Ken 
Norton. (No, not the boxer!) 

The Dick Clark connection with AMF must have 
had a lot to do with the popularity of bowling in those 
years. Again, I can recall my sister going to the bowl-
ing lanes almost every Friday night with her date, or 
with friends. In a town with only 2,695 residents, it was 
about the only thing to do that was parent approved!

____________________

• Dick Clark photo provided by International Bowling 
Museum

• Sadly, Diane Williams-Crosby passed away this 
year at the age of 77
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FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630

(949) 770-0055 • Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com • Manager: Jon Diso

Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Blvd., 
La Habra, CA 90631

(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www.lh300bowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692

(949) 586-5300 • Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com

Mgr: John Chapman • Email:  john@saddlebacklanes.com

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683

(714) 893-5005 • Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com

Mgr: Jennifer Chow • Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

KEARNY MESA BOWL - 40
7585 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., 

San Diego, CA 92111
(858) 279-1501

MIRA MESA LANES - 44
8210 Mira Mesa Blvd., 
San Diego, CA 92126

(858) 578-0500
miramesalanes.com

GOLD COAST - 70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4000 W. Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(800) 331-5334

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(888) 365-7111

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 • Fax: 702-298-2687
Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center

5111 Boulder Highway
 Las Vegas, NV 89122

(800) 634-6371 • SamsTown.com

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Blvd. 

South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

9090 Alta Drive, 
Las Vegas, NV 89145

(702) 636-7400 

BUENA LANES - 42BUENA LANES - 42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 930031788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com 

Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712

(562) 421-8448 • Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com • Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 Florence, Downey, CA 90240

(562) 927-3351 • Fax: (562) 928-5453
www.delriolanes.com • Mgr: Sabrina Gonzalez

Email: Sabrina@delriolanes.com

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave., 

Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244

gardenabowl.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650

(562) 868-3261 • Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com • Mgr: Dave Piazza

Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Blvd., 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558 

oaktreelanes.net

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350

(661) 254-0540 • Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com

Email: scl4usc@aol.com

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350

(661) 254-0540 • Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com

Email: scl4usc@aol.com

BOWLING NEWS DIRECTORY

Ventura CountySan Diego

Los Angeles  County Orange  County Las Vegas
Laughlin

=

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY
Association Manager - Annette Anderson
1832 Greenacre Rd., Pomona, CA 91768  

E-Mail: sgvusbc@gmail.com
(909) 326-1201

CITRUS BELT
Association Manager - Elise Hamner

667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410
citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

ORANGE COUNTY
Association Manager - Stacie Osborn

PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396  
E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org

(714) 554-0111

GREATER 
LA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara

3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
E-Mail: info@glacusbc.com

glacusbc.com
(562) 426-2030  Fax: (562) 426-2032
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SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.
Association Manager - Donald Way

7840 El Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: sandiegousbc@gmail.com

www.sandiegobowling.com
(619)697-3334

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara

3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
info@calusbc.com • calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com

(562)449-4527

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Gary Forman
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396

ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com

(657)210-2695

NORTH COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Ross LaBar

306 W. El Norte Pkwy #95, Escondido, CA 92026
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com

www.ncusbca.com
(714)322-2780

VENTURA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Debbie Brickell

vcusbc@gmail.com
(805)339-9334

Riverside &
San Bernardino
BOWLIUM LANES - 32

4666 E. Holt Blvd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528 • Fax: (909) 626-2144

www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr., 
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120  Fax: (951) 922-2385
Located next to Morongo Casino

EDITORIAL OFFICE
11459 Imperial Hwy.
Norwalk, CA 90650

MAILING ADDRESS
7502 Florence Ave.
Downey, CA 90240

TEMP. OFFICE NUMBER: 626-252-2985 
24-HOUR FAX NUMBER: 

E-mail: news@californiabowlingnews.com
Website: www.californiabowlingnews.com

CHARLES KINSTLER ................................. ..Publisher
DEAN LOPEZ ................................ Editor / Typesetter
CAROL MANCINI ....................................2/28/24 R.I.P.
California Bowling News is NOT responsible for ADS, 
EDITORIALS, STORIES, FACTS, PICTURE CAPTIONS or 
SPELLING emailed for publication. Published 52 weeks.
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23600 Rockfield Blvd. Lake Forest, CA 92630 

Across from Forest Lanes 

Join us for meals to remember! 

Monday - Thursday: 4pm - 8pm 

Friday & Saturday: 11am - 8pm 

Sunday: 11am - 9pm 

Happy Hour  

Sun – Thurs All Day 

Fri, Sat 11am to 6 pm 

It was the first time that the event had been held since 1942, due to a World 
War II moratorium from 1943-1945. It’s also interesting to note that the USBC 
annual tournament, which travels all over the United States, from north to south, 
and coast to coast, has never missed another year of competition since 1901, 
when the inaugural event was held in Chicago, Illinois.

I looked up Woody’s name on the internet and discovered a few things that 
I never knew about the legendary icon at AMF. Woody was a graduate of Har-
vard University, possibly with a degree in marketing, but more likely in electrical 
engineering. He was a 62-year member of the Masonic Lodge, that secretive 
organization that included most of the founding fathers of our great country. And, 
he was a lifelong member of the Grace United Methodist Church of New York and 
New Jersey. 

Woody was like a father to me, as were so many of those great marketing 
executives that took me under their wing at the AMF headquarters in Westbury, 
New York. He always had a smile on his face and an endless number of stories 
to tell from his 38 year career with the bowling giant. I’ve told this story so many 
times, so those of you that have heard it before… here it is again!

When I first arrived at the world headquarters for AMF, I was still driving a 
Datsun 280-ZX from my days on the west coast, and in the midwest. It was es-
sentially my home, and representatives from AMF would call me and say, “We 
need you at XYZ Bowl tomorrow.” So I would pack my bags and toss my clothes 
in the back of the hatchback 280-ZX, and off I would go to my next destination, 
while listening to one of the hit songs of the day, like “Barracuda.” That was some 
good traveling music on the Interstate highways!

So, here’s the story as it relates to Mr. Woodruff: Almost every day Woody 
would come by my office and say, “There’s something wrong with this company. 
I’ve been here 35 years and drive a Dodge Omni. You just got here and drive a 
280-ZX!” I never get tired of telling that story, or the one about getting lost with 
Dick Weber in Michigan, and Woody asking me to step into his office upon my 
return, because he had Dick on his speaker phone. We’ll save that story for an-
other time…

As I continued looking for information about the history of the word pinspotter, 
I stumbled upon an interesting item from the Smithsonian Museum. It seems that 
five years prior to Woody’s death, he arranged to have a number of file boxes 
sent to the museum. Included in those boxes were service manuals on the main-
tenance and repair of automatic pinspotters, photographs, newspaper clippings 
and articles on the introduction of the automatic pinspotter, along with almost 
50 years of AMF company newsletters, and other items including a letter and 
resume from a young Raymond R. Woodruff. 

What a fascinating find! Woody and fellow employee Frank J. Martin (who 

made a subsequent donation to the Smithsonian in 2010) were the inventors of 
the automatic pinspotter that was introduced at the Buffalo USBC tournament. In 
all the years that I knew Woody, I don’t think he ever mentioned his connection 
to the creation of the pinspotter. In addition to everything else, he was a humble 
man, with a lot of great stories. 

Among the photographs and other items donated to the museum was a copy 
of Mr. Pinspotter, a brochure announcing “The Automatics are Here.” I remember 
this robotic character from my earliest years in youth leagues. Mr. Pinspotter ap-
peared everywhere, from the bowling center to local newspaper ads, and even 
on some of the outside signage at bowling centers that had installed the automat-
ics. “The AMF Automatic Pinspotters are a development of American Machine 
and Foundry Company, creators and producers of electronic and mechanical 
products since 1900,” states the headline on the cover. You are then invited to 
turn the cover and discover how the automatics work.

I wonder if Woody was known as “Mr. Pinspotter” in those early days, just as 
I was known as “Mr. 300,” accumulating all those perfect games while traveling 
throughout the country and representing AMF? It’s fascinating to me that Woody 
took the time to collect all of that information in file boxes that he later sent to the 
Smithsonian Museum. Do you suppose he also had a “Mini-Storage Warehouse 
Museum?”

Mr. Pinspotter continued from page 1

http://GLACUSBC.COM
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INVITATIONALINVITATIONAL

38th Year!

Invitational

29th Year

i

1265 Corona Pointe Court
Suite 115-9
Corona, CA 92879

Office: 951.530.9343
Mobile: 714.875.0450
Fax: 951.389.3755
dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com
www.tfaconnect.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.
Transamerica Financial Group Division

Dean Sanderson
Registered Representative

License: 0F92487

Super Sweeper Pot
Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of 

Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.

1st - 225 - Buddy Lucas   2nd - 223 Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Buddy Lucas 670
Doug Kempt 660
Matt Mosley 638
Ramon Torres 627
Mikey Villarreal 625

TOP 10 LAST WEEK
Sam Hitchcock 623
Charlie Kinstler 614
Paul Varela 604
Leonard Ruiz Jr. 600
Josh Tajiri 596

Del Rio Lanes  7502 E. Florence Ave., Downey CA 90240 • (562) 927-3351

Threadworks 19
Power House Video Games 18
The Pro Approach 18
Sysco $$ 17
Erickson Foods $$$ 16

TOP 10 TEAMS ROUND 5
DV8 16
Pino’s Pizza 14
Herzog Insurance 14
American Harvest Vodka 13
Blizz Yogurt 13

©2015 Brunswick Bowling & Billiards Corporation. Form #1214-22.

THROWBACK

TO GREATNESS.
BOWLWIT

HBRUNSW
ICK.COM/B

ALLS/DETA
IL/GOLD-R

HINO-PRO

DOWNEY — It wasn’t pretty, but it was enough as 
Threadworks moved into 1st place in Round 5 by sweep-
ing past The Professional Approach 5-0. The US Open pat-
tern was playing especially tough tonight as most teams 
struggled. Paul Varela led the charge to the top, as he fired a 
very nice 604 series to lead the sweep. Danny Ly led Power 
House Video Games to a sweep of their own, as they took 
down Blizz Yogurt 5-0. Danny shot 625, while Greg Neuer 
led Blizz with 581. Team DV8 is once again in contention 
for the round lead, as Sam Hitchcock winged his way to 
242/623 and led DV8 to a 4-1 win over Linder Insurance. 

Linder was paced by Kurt Arakaki 592 and Kevin Val-
monte 591. In the best scoring match of the night, Pino’s 
Pizza prevailed 3-2 as they held off Alhambra Coin Center 
to win Team Totals by 13. Both teams bowled well, finishing 
as #1 and #2 scoring teams for the night, and their pair was 
250 pins higher than any other two teams combined scoring 
for a pair. Leading the way for Pino’s was Ramon Torres 
627 & Leonard Ruiz 600, while Alhambra was led by Doug 
Kempt 660 & Steve Gaucin 608. Herzog Insurance took a 
4-1 win over the PJ-less Los Altos Trophies team as Mikey 
Villarreal shot 625 for the winners, while Top Dog for the 
night went to Los Altos’ Buddy Lucas with a very fine 670. 

In the roll off team matches, it was Erickson Foods once 
again losing the first two games, only to come back strong 
in Game 3 and not only win the game, but Team Totals. Er-
ickson pulls within 2.5 games of holding the #1 seed with 
the 3-2 win, as nobody managed to shoot 600 series, Herbert 

Jones led the way for Keystone Lanes with 589, while Jason 
Buenviaje shot 563 for Ericksons. Charlie Kinstler shot 614 
to lead SYSCO to a 5-0 sweep of Forest Lanes who strug-
gled all night to catch SYSCO. Mason Man O’Lantern Sher-
man topped Forest with 589. American Harvest Vodka out 
shot CASAMIGO’S Tequila and won 4-1 as Kevin Jones 
rolled 588, while Vernon Adams topped the Tequila team 
with 565. Mike Jennings shot 594 to lead Tifco Industries to 
a 4-1 win over BOWLIUM, who had the pair’s high series, 
Craig Stevens with 623. Matt Mosley powered his way to 
255 & 638 to lead Cook’s Bowling Supply to a 5-0 sweep 
over J.A.T. DeeRonn Booker led the Junior Amateur Tour 
team with 549. In the final pairing, it was GJC Services win-
ning 3 points as Juan Zavala topped his squad with 511. 

Sidepot winners were Game 1 – Sam Hitchcock 242  
Game 2 –Jason Buenviaje 226 however the  Financial Advi-
sor’s pot was won by Buddy Lucas 225 for $240 with Leon-
ard Ruiz Jr. 2nd  place with 223 for $100.  Game 3 Super 
Pot went to Mikey Villarreal 255, quite the contrast from 
last week where you needed 11 strikes or more to win. The 
TRUE ANCHOR award goes to a new winner, Barry Couch 
Jr. collected the honors with a 3 game set of 361. 

One more week on the dreaded US Open shot to try and 
move into the Round Lead, improve your standing, or move 
up the ladder in the Roll Off seedings. I’m sure most can’t 
wait for May to get here, since we will be finished with this 
pattern. Hope to see you all down at Del Rio next Monday 
in Downey.  Have a blessed week everyone!

Threadworks Stitches Together A Sweep Into First
by Randy Myers

 495 E. Rincon Street
 Suite 150
 Corona, CA 92879

	 Office:	 951.530.9343
	 Mobile:		714.875.0450
	 Fax:		 951.389.3755

dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com
https://deansanderson.wfgopportunity.com/

TOP 10 ROUND 1 WEEK 6

TOP 10 THIS WEEK

Love Laundry . . . . . 23.5 
Family Ties . . . . . . . 19
Don Julio Tequila . . 18.5
Del Rio Lanes . . . . . 18.5 
Taco Bell . . . . . . . . . 18

US Foods. . . . . . . . . 17
Junior Amateur Tour. 17
Weaverbird . . . . . . . 15 
Threadworks . . . . . . 14
Touchstone Homes  14

727 Ramsey Basurto
708 Jason Carrillo
703 John Struckman
689 Mike Bogue
688 Marquan Rivers

687 Andrew Svoren
686 Michael Marmalejo
685 Charlie Kinstler
682 Marshall Degan
681 Semaj Lewis

SUPER SWEEPER POT
Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of

Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.
1st John Struckman 261 $160 • 2nd Mike Bogue 259 $70

Invitational

29th Year

i

1265 Corona Pointe Court
Suite 115-9
Corona, CA 92879

Office: 951.530.9343
Mobile: 714.875.0450
Fax: 951.389.3755
dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com
www.tfaconnect.com

FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.
Transamerica Financial Group Division

Dean Sanderson
Registered Representative

License: 0F92487

Super Sweeper Pot
Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of 

Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.

1st - 225 - Buddy Lucas   2nd - 223 Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Buddy Lucas 670
Doug Kempt 660
Matt Mosley 638
Ramon Torres 627
Mikey Villarreal 625

TOP 10 LAST WEEK
Sam Hitchcock 623
Charlie Kinstler 614
Paul Varela 604
Leonard Ruiz Jr. 600
Josh Tajiri 596

Del Rio Lanes  7502 E. Florence Ave., Downey CA 90240 • (562) 927-3351

Threadworks 19
Power House Video Games 18
The Pro Approach 18
Sysco $$ 17
Erickson Foods $$$ 16

TOP 10 TEAMS ROUND 5
DV8 16
Pino’s Pizza 14
Herzog Insurance 14
American Harvest Vodka 13
Blizz Yogurt 13
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DOWNEY — It wasn’t pretty, but it was enough as 
Threadworks moved into 1st place in Round 5 by sweep-
ing past The Professional Approach 5-0. The US Open pat-
tern was playing especially tough tonight as most teams 
struggled. Paul Varela led the charge to the top, as he fired a 
very nice 604 series to lead the sweep. Danny Ly led Power 
House Video Games to a sweep of their own, as they took 
down Blizz Yogurt 5-0. Danny shot 625, while Greg Neuer 
led Blizz with 581. Team DV8 is once again in contention 
for the round lead, as Sam Hitchcock winged his way to 
242/623 and led DV8 to a 4-1 win over Linder Insurance. 

Linder was paced by Kurt Arakaki 592 and Kevin Val-
monte 591. In the best scoring match of the night, Pino’s 
Pizza prevailed 3-2 as they held off Alhambra Coin Center 
to win Team Totals by 13. Both teams bowled well, finishing 
as #1 and #2 scoring teams for the night, and their pair was 
250 pins higher than any other two teams combined scoring 
for a pair. Leading the way for Pino’s was Ramon Torres 
627 & Leonard Ruiz 600, while Alhambra was led by Doug 
Kempt 660 & Steve Gaucin 608. Herzog Insurance took a 
4-1 win over the PJ-less Los Altos Trophies team as Mikey 
Villarreal shot 625 for the winners, while Top Dog for the 
night went to Los Altos’ Buddy Lucas with a very fine 670. 

In the roll off team matches, it was Erickson Foods once 
again losing the first two games, only to come back strong 
in Game 3 and not only win the game, but Team Totals. Er-
ickson pulls within 2.5 games of holding the #1 seed with 
the 3-2 win, as nobody managed to shoot 600 series, Herbert 

Jones led the way for Keystone Lanes with 589, while Jason 
Buenviaje shot 563 for Ericksons. Charlie Kinstler shot 614 
to lead SYSCO to a 5-0 sweep of Forest Lanes who strug-
gled all night to catch SYSCO. Mason Man O’Lantern Sher-
man topped Forest with 589. American Harvest Vodka out 
shot CASAMIGO’S Tequila and won 4-1 as Kevin Jones 
rolled 588, while Vernon Adams topped the Tequila team 
with 565. Mike Jennings shot 594 to lead Tifco Industries to 
a 4-1 win over BOWLIUM, who had the pair’s high series, 
Craig Stevens with 623. Matt Mosley powered his way to 
255 & 638 to lead Cook’s Bowling Supply to a 5-0 sweep 
over J.A.T. DeeRonn Booker led the Junior Amateur Tour 
team with 549. In the final pairing, it was GJC Services win-
ning 3 points as Juan Zavala topped his squad with 511. 

Sidepot winners were Game 1 – Sam Hitchcock 242  
Game 2 –Jason Buenviaje 226 however the  Financial Advi-
sor’s pot was won by Buddy Lucas 225 for $240 with Leon-
ard Ruiz Jr. 2nd  place with 223 for $100.  Game 3 Super 
Pot went to Mikey Villarreal 255, quite the contrast from 
last week where you needed 11 strikes or more to win. The 
TRUE ANCHOR award goes to a new winner, Barry Couch 
Jr. collected the honors with a 3 game set of 361. 

One more week on the dreaded US Open shot to try and 
move into the Round Lead, improve your standing, or move 
up the ladder in the Roll Off seedings. I’m sure most can’t 
wait for May to get here, since we will be finished with this 
pattern. Hope to see you all down at Del Rio next Monday 
in Downey.  Have a blessed week everyone!

Threadworks Stitches Together A Sweep Into First
by Randy Myers
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by David Yamauchi

Love Laundry Sits Atop The League With A Week To Go
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DOWNEY - The Brunswick Invitational took 
to the lanes for week 6 of 7 in the warmup 
round.  Teams were battling for position to 
get into the “A” match next week and have 
a shot at being the first teams to stamp their 
ticket to the rolloffs.  Scoring was all over the 
map as many matches came down to the last 
frame to determine the winners.

In the “A” match, Love Laundry (Ramsey 
Basurto) was looking to keep it rolling after 
two strong weeks put them atop the league 
with Don Julio Tequila (Gabe Garza) sitting 
one game back and hoping to dethrone the 
leaders.  In the first game, the two teams 
came down to the wire with a solid-9 for 
Love Laundry creating a 879-879 tie.  From 
there the night was all Love Laundry as they 
stayed atop the league with a 4.5-.5 win over 
Don Julio Tequila.  Ramsey Basurto led Love 
Laundry with a solid 727 set while Jason 
Carrillo struck to a 708 set to lead Don Julio 
Tequila.

In the “B” match, Del Rio Lanes (Michael 
Barnett) was looking to bounce back after 
dropping to third taking on Family Ties 
(Bobby Campagnale) who were back in the 
win column with four wins in week 5.  Family 
Ties took the first two games, then held on 
for totals and a 4-1 win over Del Rio Lanes.  
Scott Smith (681) and Bobby Campagnale 
(680) were big for Family Ties while Michael 
Barnett again was huge for Del Rio Lanes 
with a 672 series.

Weaverbird (Eric Williams Jr.) was coming 
off a sweep in week 5 to take on Taco Bell 
(Kaven Massey) who was hoping to come 
back from a tough session last week.  Taco 
Bell wrapped up the first and third game 
combo to take a 4-1 result over Weaverbird.  
Weaverbird did take game two in a thrilling 
finish 755-754.  Kaven Massey paced Taco 
Bell with a 672 set while James Bael was high 
for Weaverbird with a 615 series.

US Foods (Gabe Martinez) clawed all the 
way up to 7th after a rough start, taking on 
Threadworks (Eric Snow) who swept their 
way up to 8th last Monday in a battle of the 
high 13-win teams.  US Foods took the first 
two games including a 164-pin win in game 
two that was enough to fight off a 918 third 
game by Threadworks, and banked a 4-1 win.  
Mike Bogue (689) and Charlie Kinstler (685) 
struck big for US Foods while Eric Snow was 
tough again with a solid 681 set.

Touchstone Homes (Christian Eichelkraut) 
and Junior Amateur Tour (Kevin Valmonte) 
battled with both teams looking to avenge 
tough matchups in week five.  Kevin Valmonte 
punched in the 10th of game one to give Ju-
nior Amateur Tour the 14-pin win, then they 
took game two by enough to lock up totals as 
Touchstone Homes’ Christian Eichelkraut re-
turned the favor by punching out game three 
to give Touchstone a one-pin win and end 
the match in a 4-1 result.  Super-sub Andrew 
Svoren (687) and Michael Marmolejo (686) 
banked all the wood for J.A.T. while Terry 
Hatley rolled to a 621 set to lead Touchstone 
Homes.

DV8 (Tony Brunning) was the low of the 13 
win teams, taking on Bowlium (Billy Myers 
Jr.) who needed to bank some wins after a 
rough start.  Bowliumcame out strong and  
took 4 from DV8 led by Arnold Cheesman’s 
679 series while Semaj Lewis was huge for 
DV8 posting a solid 681 series.

Forest Lanes (Jon Diso), Pro Approach 
Cal Bowl (Austin Wasielewski), Pro Ap-
proach Oak Tree (Leonard Ruiz Jr.) and 
Pro Approach Del Rio (Augie Labrado Jr.) 
rounded out Monday’s action.  Forest Lanes 
took 4 from Pro Approach Cal Bowl with a 
solid effort from Marshall Degnan to lead For-
est Lanes with a 682 set.  Austin Wasielweski 
led pro Approach Cal Bowl with a 664 set.  
Pro Approach Oak Tree swept their Del Rio 

Weekly Scratch 5-Gamer Every Tuesday
$55 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 6pm • Bowl at 7pm • 1 in 5 Payout

10/15: Route 66 / 10/22: 2007 Weber Cup / 10/29: House

Saturday HDCP No-Tap Tournament
$30 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 11am • Bowl at Noon • 1 in 5 Payout
4 Games on Same Pair of Lanes on House Shot

22771 Centre Dr. Lake Forest, CA 92630 (949) 770-0055

counterparts 5-0 with a huge 703 effort from 
John Struckman.  Augie Labrado Jr. led Pro 
Approach Del Rio with a 658 series.

Financial Advisors Pot went to John 
Struckman (261) for $160 with 2nd to Mike 
Bogue (259) for $70.  Sidepots went to 
Ramsey Basurto (259) and Mike Bogue (259) 
for $60 each with 2nd to Henry Lee (258) and 
Jason Carrillo (256) for $30.  SuperPot went 
to Paul Varela (267) and Semaj Lewis (267) 
for $135 each.

Come out on Mondays at 7:30 and watch 
Southern California’s Richest League take 
the lanes at Del Rio as the round winners will 
be crowned next week!


