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A tree fell last month
in Portland, Maine. The
biggest and nastiest one
of all.

Wes Malott said, bar-
ring a miracle, he will
be retiring from the PBA
Elite League.

The long-time Port-
land Lumberjack steps
away as the most ac-
complished player in
PBA Elite League his-
tory.

Malott won his first
Elias Cup with the Sil-
ver Lake Atom Splitters
in 2014. He joined the
Pittsburgh Jack Rab-
bits in 2015, who were
renamed the Portland
Lumberjacks in 2016.

In Malott’'s eight sea-
sons as a Lumberjack,
Portland won more Elias
Cup titles (three) than
finished short of the Elias
Cup Finals (two).

With exuberant man-
ager Tim Mack run-
ning the show, Portland
added Kyle Troup in the
2017 draft and tabbed
Kris Prather with the first
overall pick in 2019.

Thus ensued the
Lumberjacks  dynasty:
Since selecting Prather
in 2019, Portland has
never finished shy of the
Elias Cup Finals.

No matter the format
of the League, no matter
the location of the play-
offs, no matter how their

by Nolan Hughes

players bowled on tour
that season, the Lumber-
jacks found a way to win.

Malott’s tenure in the
green-and-black rivals
that of Tom Brady. From
2011-2018, Brady’s New
England Patriots made
five Super Bowl appear-
ances, winning three,

and lost three confer-
ence championship
(semifinal) games.

If you ask Mack to
explain his team’s con-
sistent excellence, he'll
answer in a single word.

“In this environment,
this place, this build-
ing, this crowd, it takes

GARY NAKANO “Bowler of The Week" - Tops

by Frank Weiler

REDLANDS - Gary
Nakano has been one of
the most accurate senior
bowlers in the Citrus Belt
Association for years
now. His game is all
about accuracy. Rolling
bowling ball after bowl-
ing ball into the pocket.
That's Gary Nakano,
consistently rolling ac-
curate strike balls like a
robot.

That's why | think of
Gary Nakano as “Mr.
Roboto”. A bowler as

consistent and as ac-
curate as a bowling ro-
bot. A bowler consistent
enough to average over
200 for a decade now.
A bowler consistent
enough to lead senior
leagues in average. A
bowler capable of rolling
honor scores.

This past week Gary
rolled a huge 691 scratch
series and 238 game
in the Golden Agers
League. His 691 series
is the league high, nearly

a special human to be
(anchor),” Mack said in
2022. “That’s why we call
him Franchise.”

There’'s a reason
more bowling legends re-
semble Norm Duke than
Malott in stature. Two-
plus decades as one of
the world’s most power-

WES MALOTT SAYS FAREWELL TO PORTLAND

ful players has taken its
toll on the 47-year-old.
Malott cannot fully ex-
tend his right arm. His
back requires constant
attention. His left knee
has borne the brunt of
hundreds of thousands
of shots.
continued on page 2

olden Agers League

20 pins higher than any
other series rolled this
season.

The TOP TEN bowl-
ers of the Golden Agers
League follow:

1. Gary Nakano 202.7
2 P.J. Buckner 202.1
3. Tom Collins 201
4. Jim Sheppard 200
5. Tom Smith 193.9
6. Bob Pedersen 193.6
7. Frank Weiler 192
8. Tracie Lucky 187
9. Bob Corrigan 183
10.Jerry Kelly 181

The League wishes
to give a “SHOUTOUT”
to Anthony Placentia for
rolling the league high
scratch game of 256 and
Jim Sheppard for rolling
a solid 674 scratch se-
ries a couple of weeks

ago.

The exploits of these
great bowlers prove
again that

“CALIFORNIA BOWL-
ERS ARE THE BEST
BOWLERS IN THE
WORLD”.

Weekly Scratch a9-Gamer Every Tuesday

$55 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 6pm * Bowl at 7pm ¢ 1 in 5 Payout

10/8: Spray & Pray

Saturday HDCGP No-Tap Tournament

$30 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 11am  Bowl at Noon * 1 in 5 Payout
4 Games on Same Pair of Lanes on House Shot

22771 Centre Dr. Lake Forest, CA 92630 (949) 770-0055
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WES MAI.“TT continued from page 1

“Between my back and elbow, (my body) just doesn’t allow me to do my trick,”
Malott said. “It restricts me from being able to do what | can do. Mentally, that is
very, very tough to deal with.”

This season’s PBA Elite League expansion featured matches at every tour
stop. The more rigorous schedule rendered the Big Nasty to the Big Neutral.

Malott posted a middling strike percentage (51.02%; 32nd of 47 qualifying
players) and a lackluster filled frame rate (82.61%; 41st of 47 qualifying players)
this season.

With Malott’s effectiveness dwindling, the team wanted to send him off into
the sunset on a high note. That was also last year’s plan, but former Lumberjack
Ryan Ciminelli and the Waco Wonders spoiled Portland’s bid for an unprecedent-
ed Elias Cup four-peat.

With Troup, Prather and an exemplary supporting cast — Graham Fach, Tom
Smallwood and Portland’s adopted son Arturo Quintero — the Lumberjacks
looked as dominant as ever this season.

“It was a collective motivator between me and Kyle (Troup), where we just
wanted to get the big fella back to the title match to give him one last ride,”
Prather said.

Entering the regular season finale, Portland sat one win away from earning
the No. 2 seed for the playoffs. However, Troup and Smallwood suffered injuries
during the preceding PBA Tournament of Champions.

Needing a win to secure a postseason bye, Portland called upon Malott to be
Franchise.

Game 1 of the Race-to-Two match didn’t go according to plan. Malott split
twice as Portland fell behind Jason Belmonte’s Lucky Strike L.A. X.

Mack’s faith in Malott never wavered.

“He’s doing it on guts right now,” Mack said, referring to Malott’s elbow, in a
TV interview after Game 1. “l expect the Franchise to throw two really good shots
this last game and put us in a good position. We’re going to be just fine. We'll be
in the hunt, don’t you worry about that.”

Malott paid off his manager’s everlasting trust, delivering two strikes to help

Portland force a roll-off.
Then, like the Ninja Turtles and Master Splint, the young Lumberjacks carried
continued on page 3
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WES MAI.“TT continued from page 2

the team home.

Mack, somewhere deep in his soul, would probably admit Portland’s best line-
up in 2024 involves Malott on the bench. After all, the Fach-Quintero-Smallwood-
Prather-Troup lineup is the one he utilized against Akron in the semifinals.

With an Elias Cup Finals matchup looming against the Las Vegas High Roll-
ers — the league’s best team that twice took down Portland in the regular season
— Mack wrestled with perhaps the toughest managerial decision of his career.

Many people, including FOX Sports color analyst Randy Pedersen, expected
Mack to keep Malott on the bench in favor of Quintero.

“In my opinion, the Lumberjacks are at a deficit,” Pedersen said on TV prior
to the Elias Cup Finals. “There are six players on each roster, but they are down
to five because | don’t believe their anchor, their franchise player, Wes Malott, is
going to be able to go tonight.”

Malott prefers to lead by example. He raises his voice only when necessary.

After hearing Pedersen’s comment, and knowing Mack decided to start him,
Malott chose to speak up.

The High Rollers slowly seized momentum of the match, and Mack pulled Ma-
lott for Quintero in Game 3. Malott, ever the team player, stood by his manager.

‘I know he had to make some extremely hard decisions today to take me out,
but | support those decisions 100%,” Malott said. “I actually apologized to him for
even having to be put in that position. | think Timmy would put me in there until |
say it's done. He believes in me like no other. He wants nothing but the best for
me, and | know that deep down, but he’s also got to look out for the team to try
to get another banner up there. The lanes got to where they were and Arturo is
the better person to get the ball to do that with my restrictions. To me, that was
an easy call.”

Debating the merit of the decision would prove inconsequential. The High Roll-
ers caught fire in Game 2 and their anchor Andrew Anderson seemed poised to
strike at will until he delivered a championship.

Las Vegas’ dominance in the closing Game 4, at least, offered a familiar con-
solation for Portland.

Two years ago, Malott put the finishing touches on Portland’s three-peat with a
spare in the final frame. He then stepped aside to allow Norm Duke to cap off his
PBA career with a curtain call.

Few saw the latter stages of Duke’s career closer than Malott. Though bitter
rivals in the PBA Elite League, Malott and Duke were close friends and teamed
up to win two Roth/Holman PBA Doubles Championship titles, including what
may likely be Malott’s last PBA Tour title in 2015.

“When | had the chance to pick Norm as a doubles partner, Del Ballard Jr. said
to me, ‘If you pick Norm, he’s going to give you 110% every shot no matter what,”
Malott said. “That’s something I've learned and taken myself is to never give up
and give 110%, especially in these team environments.”

This time, Troup stepped aside to give Malott his well-deserved sendoff. The
new face of the Lumberjacks wouldn’t have it any other way.

“When | first got on this team, | had barely spoken to Wes out on tour,” Troup
said. “He’s a big guy, a little scary, but he’s grown to be one of my really good
friends. I've learned a lot from him and seen the compassionate side of him in the
last couple years. He cares for us and gives us respect. To have a Hall of Famer
treat you that way, like one of his own, it's very special to my heart.

“We’re going to hate to see him go, but you best believe next year’s for the
big fella.”

Even at this stage of Malott’s career — he hasn’t won a PBA Tour singles title
since 2013 — he is revered in Portland.

Bayside Bowl is where the former King of Bowling remains king. Where he
feels like an MVP, not a liability. Where chants of “Nasty!” remind Malott of who
he is, not who he once was.

As Malott walked off the approach for perhaps the final time, one look at his
face, his manager’s, his teammates’ or his competitors’ said more than any com-
mentary could have.

“I'm not much of a crier, but | was tearing up as he threw his last shots,” Prather
said. “He never judged you. He never talked poorly of anybody. He was always
supportive and trying to pick everybody up — | mean, he’s a big guy. He probably
could have literally done it. Emotionally, when we struggled, he was always there.
Anytime we needed somebody to step up, he did.

“As great as he’s been as a person and a bowler, he’s irreplaceable,” Prather
added.

“It's the end of an era,” said Mack, at a loss for words for perhaps the first time
in his life.

As Malott reflected on his PBA Elite League career, he thought of Portland’s
first Elias Cup title in 2019, a triumph brimming with enough memories to last a

lifetime.

He thought of the BoPo faithful storming the approach in celebration. He
thought of Mark Roth personally awarding him the MVP award. He thought of
Mack dumping a champagne-filled Elias Cup on his own head.

That was five years ago. Malott first arrived in Portland nearly a decade ago.

“I'll never forget the first time we came here. I'm like, ‘Why in the world are
we going to Portland, Maine?”” Malott said. “Once we got here, we knew exactly
why we were here. I'm so grateful to be able to have had the time and memories
that | have here at Bayside. This place has been incredible to me. For whatever
reason, these guys pushed me to another level, and it's been an absolute blast
to be a part of.”

Malott also thought of what Andrew Anderson and AJ Johnson told him after
the match, thanking him for giving them a role model to look up to.

He thought of his wife and his children, who gave him the strength to put him-
self in position to have this farewell.

“How am | even in this position? How am | at this age to where it's kind of
already come and gone?” Malott said. “It feels like just a couple years ago, we
started all this, and here we are in 2024. What a ride it's been. Hopefully, this isn’t
the complete end.”

Call us if you need help with:

-Migraines -Headaches

-Neck Pain  -Pinched Nerves
-Upper, Mid, and Low Back Pain-Disc Her-
niations and Bulges

-Sciatica

NEW PATIENTS
CONSULTATION,

We Provide
Effective and

-Scoliosis

-Digestive Issues
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Call 949-380-8883  Restoring Your Health -Numbness
to schedule your Naturally! -Tingling
appointment! -Asthma
-Allergies

Dr. Daryl Kowalik, DC Watch our video
23731 El Toro Rd., Suite C
Lake Forest, CA 92630

Located at corner of Rockfield

/ tient -Pain with Pregnancy
w/patien -Menstrual Pain

testimonials at -Ear Infections

DrKowalik.com
in the Home Depot Center. —_— -Wellness
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Los Angeles Gounty

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712
(562) 421-8448 « Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com * Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.
Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

Orange County

FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630
(949) 770-0055  Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com * Manager: Jon Diso
Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

Las Vegas
Laughlin

GOLD COAST -70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4000 W. Flamingo Road
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(800) 331-5334

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 Florence, Downey, CA 90240
(562) 927-3351 * Fax: (562) 928-5453
www.delriolanes.com * Mgr: Sabrina Gonzalez
Email: Sabrina@delriolanes.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Bivd.,
La Habra, CA 90631
(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www./h300bowl.com

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(888) 365-7111

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave.,
Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244
gardenabowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692
(949) 586-5300 * Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com
Mgr: John Chapman * Email: john@saddlebacklanes.com

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 « Fax: 702-298-2687

Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 868-3261 « Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com * Mgr: Dave Piazza
Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683
(714) 893-5005 » Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com
Mgr: Jennifer Chow * Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center
5111 Boulder Highway
Las Vegas, NV 89122
(800) 634-6371 « SamsTown.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Bivd.,
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558
oaktreelanes.net

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350
(661) 254-0540 * Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com
Email: scl4dusc@aol.com
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MIRA MESA LANES -44
8210 Mira Mesa Bivd.,
San Diego, CA 92126
(858) 578-0500
miramesalanes.com

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Bivd.
South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
9090 Alta Drive,

Las Vegas, NV 89145
(702) 636-7400

BUENA LANES -42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com
Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net
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Riverside &

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Gary Forman
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com
(657)210-2695

BOWLIUM LANES - 32
4666 E. Holt Bivd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528  Fax: (909) 626-2144
www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION

Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara
3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
info@calusbc.com ¢ calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com
(562)449-4527

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr.,
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120 Fax: (951) 922-2385

Located next to Morongo Casino

NORTH COUNTY USBC

Association Manager - Ross LaBar
306 W. El Norte Pkwy #95, Escondido, CA 92026
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com

www.ncusbca.com

(714)322-2780

(D

VENTURA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Debbie Brickell
vcusbc@gmail.com
(805)339-9334

CITRUS BELT

Association Manager - Elise Hamner
667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410

citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

GREATER
LA COUNTY USBC

Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara
3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
E-Mail: info@glacusbc.com

lacusbc.com
(562) 426-2030 Fax: (562) 426-2032

ORANGE COUNTY
Association Manager - Stacie Osborn
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org
(714) 554-0111

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

Association Manager - Annette Anderson
1832 Greenacre Rd., Pomona, CA 91768
E-Mail: sgvusbc@amail.com
(909) 326-1201

SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.
Association Manager - Donald Way
7840 EI Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: sandiegousbc@gmail.com
www.sandiegobowling.com
(619)697-3334
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38th Year!

DOWNEY — The Brunswick Invitational took
to the lanes for week five of the warmup round
with Del Rio Lanes sitting atop the standings
with three weeks to go. Scores remained
high as the house shot put up little resistance
to the bowlers. Mike Bogue wowed the crowd
with a perfect 300 game en route to a nice
803 series to lead the league.

In the “A” match, Del Rio Lanes (Michael
Barnett) was looking to extend their 1.5 game
lead over Love Laundry (Ransey Basurto)
with both teams coming off big wins in week
four. Love Laundry took the first and third
games, dropping only a close game two, for
a 4-1 win over Del Rio Lanes. Love Laundry
was paced by Vernon Adams’ 706 and Mar-
quan Rivers’ 703 sets while Michael Barnett
continues to destroy the round putting up 722
to lead Del Rio Lanes. Love Laundry remains
in the “A” match next week.

The “B” match featured Don Julio Tequila
(Gabe Garza) taking on a short-handed Taco
Bell (Mike Zuck) crew who was an anchor
short after a basketball injury. Don Julio came
out huge, posting a big 1006 in the first game
to set up the bookend wins and taking totals
for the 4-1 over Taco Bell. Philip Sujo was
huge for Don Julio Tequila putting up a 761
series while super-sub Kasey Uyesugi rolled
to a 731 set for Taco Bell. Don Julio Tequila
moves to the “A” match trailing Love Laundry
by one game with 2 weeks to go.

Touchstone Homes (Christian Eichelkraut)
rode four wins into the third match taking on
Family Ties (Bobby Campagnale) who had
cooled down after their 10-0 start. Family
Ties took the first two by plenty to wrap up
a 4-1 win over Touchstone Homes. Family
Ties was paced by Bobby Campangale’s 722
series while Christina Eichelkraut put up 728
to lead Touchstone Homes.

The new Junior Amateur Tour (Michael
Marmolejo) was short-handed with their an-
chor in Vegas taking on DV8 (Tony Brunning)
who was also three-and-a-sub for the match.
Junior Amateur Tour took the bookend games
but a big 112-pin win in game two by DV8
gave them the 3-2 win. Brandon Grant was

Brunswickl3

FINNWITATIONAL

104 Launary unnps To The Round Lead; ke Bogue IS Prfect

by David Yamauchi

again big for Junior Amateur Tour with a 711
set while Adam Thomson came in a subbed
to a 706 set to help DV8 get the wins.

Bowlium (Billy Myers Jr.) was looking to get
back into the round taking on Weaverbird
(Eric Williams Jr.) who was putting up big
numbers but sitting at 9-11. Weaverbird
came out with a strong 74 pin win in game
one and never looked back as they swept
through Bowlium 5-0. James Bael was huge
for Weaverbird with a 778 set while Butch
Jackson paced Bowlium with a 653 effort.

Forest Lanes (Jon Diso) matched up with
Threadworks (Eric Snow) with both teams
looking to get hot after luke-warm starts to the
season. Threadworks were no average Joes
as they swept through Forest Lanes 5-0. Ray
Minter led a balanced attack by Threadworks
with a 694 set while Marshall Degnan’s 763
set was high for Forest Lanes.

US Foods (Gabe Martinez), Pro Approach
Oak Tree (Leonard Ruiz Jr.), Pro Approach
Cal Bowl (Austin Wasielewski) and Pro Ap-
proach Del Rio (Augie Labrado Jr.) rounded
out Monday’s action. US Foods swept past
the Oak Tree bunch led by a huge 300-803
from Mike Bogue and a 771 effort from Paul
Barraco. Bobby Hornacek put up 702 to pace
Pro Approach Oak Tree. Pro Approach Cal
Bowl took 4 from Pro Approach Del Rio with
David Silva and three subs getting the job
done. Andrew Svoren led Pro Approach Cal
Bowl with a 714 set while Omar Ponce Jr.
managed 641 to lead Pro Approach Del Rio.

Financial Advisors Pot went to Mike Bogue
(300) for $160 with 2nd to Marshall Degnan
(298) for $70. First game sidepot was a
four-way split between Mike Bogue, Bobby
Hornacek, Vernon Adams and Brandon Grant
(279) for $20 each. Second game pot went
to Mike Bogue (300) for $54 with 2nd to Mar-
shall Degnan (298) for $27. SuperPot went
to Marshall Degnan (265) for $168 with 2nd
to Gabe Garza (253) for $81

Come out on Mondays at 7:30 and watch
Southern California’s Richest League take
the lanes at Del Rio!

TOP 10 ROUND 1 WEEK 5

Love Laundry ..... 19 TacoBell......... 14
Don Julio Tequila .. 18 US Foods......... 13
Del Rio Lanes .. ... 17.5 Threadworks. .. ... 13
Family Ties ....... 15 Touchstone Homes 13
Weaverbird ....... 14 Junior Amateur Tour 13

TOP 10 THIS WEEK

803 Mike Bogue 731 Kasey Uyesugi

778 James Bael 730 Charlie Kinstler

771 Paul Barraco 728 Christian Eichelkraut
763 Marshall Degnan 727 Gabe Garza

761 Phil Sujo 722 Bobby Campagnale

SUPER SWEEPER POT

Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of
Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.
1st Mike Bogue 300 $160 * 2nd Marshall Degnan 298 $70

11801 Pierce Street
Suite 215
Riverside, CA 92505

FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.
Transamerica Financial Group Division

Office: 951.530.9343
Mobile: 714.875.0450
Dean Sanderson  Fax:  951.389.3755
Investment Advisor Representative
License: 0F92487

dean.sanderson@tfaconnect.com

https://deansanderson.wfgopportunity.com/

1902 Florence Ave, Dowmey GA 30240 + (5621 921331



