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by Lucas Wiseman

Josh Blanchard, a three-
time PBA Tour champion
and 2011-12 PBA Rookie
of the Year, announced
Wednesday he will retire
from the PBA Tour after
this season.

A full-time player on the
tour since joining the PBA
in 2011, Blanchard’s most
recent title came at the PBA
Xtra Frame Reality Check
Classic in March 2017.

Blanchard, 33, also won
two titles in 2015, includ-
ing the PBA Xtra Frame
Maine Shootout and the
Brunswick Euro Challenge.

Blanchard will compete
for the Motown Muscle in
the PBA League.

So far this season,
Blanchard has one top-
10 finish, which came at
the 2020 PBA Jonesboro
Open where he finished
ninth. Last season, he made
the show at the 2019 PBA

Tournament of Champions,
finishing in fourth place.

“To all the fans who
have followed me over the
past decade, thank you,”
Blanchard wrote. “I never
got more joy in career than
hearing those claps and
cheers in the background
after a strike. I may have
not acknowledged you
one on one, but I heard
every one of those claps
and cheers.” Blanchard be-
comes the second player in
recent months to retire from
full-time participation on
the PBA Tour. Lefty Ryan
Ciminelli made a similar
announcement in July.

“I’m announcing my re-
tirement from professional
bowling,” Blanchard wrote
in a Facebook post. “After
next week, I will be moving
on from being a full-time
PBA player and starting a
new venture.”
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WE NEED BOWLING

by Frank Weiler

When is this nightmare
going to end? When will
our governor take the WET
BLANKET off the bowling
industry? ~ What effect is
this bad dream having on
myself and other bowlers?

I am not sure when the
Governor will allow bowl-
ing centers to open but I
would be willing to bet it
will be after the Novem-
ber elections. He seems
to think there will be po-
litical gain from his “WET
BLANKET POLICIES”.

Regarding myself, this
mess has taken the wind
out of my sails. I am losing
sleep and I know my health
is suffering for it. I stay
awake at night thinking
about past bowling thrills
and wondering how my
bowling buddies are doing.
I can’t even go to church
and pray for God ‘s help.

Lord help me. Lord help us.
Lord open up our bowling
centers.

Will things ever be nor-
mal again? Can we ever
forget this predicament, or
will there be scars and fears
that last a lifetime? I worry
that this pandemic is a test
run before a biological war.
A biological World War II1.
What a nightmare. What if
I am right?

What in the hell is the
pandemic lockdown do-
ing to my life? I know the
lockdown is depressing
me. | know that I am more
anxious than ever. I know
that the lack of bowling is
affecting my physical flex-
ibility. I know that the lock-
down is affecting my mind
and my body.

I want to know why our
bowling centers are closed

continued on page 7

Orange County Could
Open Bowling Sept. 29

by ERIKA 1. RITCHIE | eritchie@scng.com | Orange County Register

ORANGE COUNTY -
Local officials said Tues-
day, Sept. 22, that Orange
County has notched a week
of meeting the criteria for
the next less-restrictive tier
of the state’s monitoring
list.

If trends in coronavirus
cases hold for another week
the drop to the “moderate”
risk tier, dubbed orange,
should be official and more
businesses and public sec-
tors could reopen.

And many places al-
ready allowed to open
would be cleared for more
capacity indoors.

According to the rules
of the state’s four-tiered,
color-coded  monitoring

system, Orange County’s
case rate needs to drop be-
low 4 new daily cases per
100,000 residents for two
weeks straight to switch
tiers from red to orange.
Also, testing positivity, or
the rate at which tests come
back positive, needs to re-
main below 5%.

The state updates coun-
ties’ status on Tuesdays and
since last week, the overall
positivity rate went from
3.9% to 3.1%, and the daily
case count per 100,000
people dropped from 4.7 to
3.6.

“Sept. 29 is the earli-
est we can move into the
orange,” Molly Nichelson,
spokeswoman for the coun-

ty, said. “We were certified
today that we met the mark-
ers from the state. We’re
watching the metrics and
we’re watching the num-
bers from Labor Day.”

If Orange County main-
tains its progress in the
spread and speed of the
virus’s transmission and is
allowed to advance to the
orange tier, it will be the
first urban county in Cali-
fornia to accomplish this,
Fifth District Supervisor
Lisa Bartlett said.

Once the county is in the
orange tier, bars, breweries
and distilleries that don’t
serve food will be allowed
to open outdoors. They’ve
been shuttered for months.

Restaurants would be
allowed to seat indoor din-
ers filling 50% capacity
and places of worship and
movie theaters would be
allowed up to 200 people
inside or 50% of capacity,
whichever is less.

Family  entertainment
centers (Bowling) would
be allowed to open indoors,
with a cap on capacity at
25%.

Capacity limitations
would also expand for re-
tailers, fitness facilities,
wineries, museums, Zoos
and more.

“That will be significant
for our county,” Bartlett
said. “People want and
need to be back at work.”

Why Do They Always Save The Sign

by Dave Williams

A few days ago, I re-
ceived an email from Lynn
Matsubara of the Cal USBC
Newsletter. It was a brief
message and simply stated,
“I didn’t read this whole re-
port, but check it out!” As I
began reading the 46 page
download, I was reminded
of so many bowling centers
that have been closed over
the years by eminent do-
main.

Eminent domain is a
fancy way for local govern-
ment to say, “This bowling
‘alley’ means nothing to
us, and we want to make
more in tax revenue by
demolishing the building
and replacing it with (fill
in the blank).” What I want
to know is why do they al-
ways save the sign?

I wrote back to Lynn
after reading the first cou-
ple of pages, and replied:
“Looks like eminent do-
main, if it is still open? The

joke is that the local gov-

ernment will probably save
the ‘bowl’ sign for its ‘goo-
gie’ art.” I then went on to
give her a couple of exam-
ples of eminent domain that
I remember quite well.

“I don’t know if you
remember Friendly Hills
Lanes (Whittier, Califor-

continued on page 7

Bowling at the Car Wash? They might be onto something. Photo by WalkingRedwoodCity.com
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ADULT/SENIOR '
VIP DOUBLES :

BOWLING TOURNAMENT

Locals & Walk-Ins are Welcome!

SATURDAY, JANUARY 16, 2021

Contact & Information: .
Jesse/Rita Dotson (909) 628-3966
Email: 5126fish@gmail.com

13th
LAUGHLIN BLAST!

Senior No-Tap Doubles Handicap Event

SUNDAY, JANUARY 17, 2021

Contact & Information:

Joyce Dalton-Jensen (619) 251-9660

RIVERSIDE LANES

BOOK SWEEPERS/GROUP RESERVATIONS/BIRTHDAYS/CORPORATE PARTIES

1.888.590.2695

RiversideResort.com

CANT GATGH GOVID-19 BY

MAKING A DONATION

by Tina Martin & Donna Morales, CBW

Does a chance to win a special gift basket interest you? The California Bowling Writers (CBW) charity drive
Bowling tournament on September 27 had to be cancelled due to the COVID-19. The 4" Street Bowl has
been closed since March 17 with no date as to when the Center can open. Very soon we hope. Because of
that Donna Morales and the CBW Board got together with Mary Cortani of Operation Freedom Paws(OFP) to
figure out just what we could do to raise the much needed funds for such a special worthy organization that
benefits our Veterans for 2020.

California Bowling Writers (CBW) has come up with another way, with your help, of generating
some funds to support their charity, Operation Freedom Paws (OFP). When you make a minimum $20
donation to CBW by November 30th, your name will be entered in a drawing to win a CBW/OFP gift
package, valued at ~$250, that will include an OFP t-shirt or sweatshirt (your choice/size), an OFP hat
or visor (your choice), a 2021 OFP calendar, a bottle of red or white wine (your choice), and a $50 gift
card/certificate for a restaurant of your choice, as well as another surprise item.

It takes approximately $17,000 for 1 client & dog to complete the 48-week training program to be
certified as a service dog team, and the client does not pay a penny!

A main source of income that supports OFP's ability to continue their mission is generated from
their public dog training classes and kennel services, which includes dog day care & boarding at
OFP's training facility in San Martin. Because of COVID-19, that income resource is down at least
70%.

All of OFP's usual 3rd party charity events for the year, such as CBW's "Annual Bowling Event
to Benefit Operation Freedom Paws", had to be cancelled. The bowlers that participated in our
first 2 bowling events helped us raise $3589 in 2018 and $4842 in 2019 just from the events alone.
Monetary donations boosted those numbers to a two-year total of $18,985 for OFP. Without the
bowling event this year, we’re hoping that this year’s donation dollars will make up for the event
dollars that are lost.

Most important, OFP is considered an "essential service", as a mental health provider, so life
goes on at their training facility, as they follow CDC, as well as state and county guidelines. Mary
Cortani, founder and President of OFP, says that they're currently just drawing on an old military
saying, "adapt and overcome”, which is appropriate, since most of OFP's clients are military
Veterans who have sought out the help that OFP offers, because of debilitating conditions such
as PTS & CPTS, acquired due to their active duty assignments in war zones. Besides their usual
ongoing classes for new clients, OFP has found that they are needing to provide more than their
normal support for their "graduate” clients, because of the current "shelter in place" orders. One
thing that all 435 OFP clients experienced before seeking help from OFP, was isolation coupled
with anxiety, depression, and anger. Isolation ("sheltering in place") is not a good thing for these
men & women who initially sought help from OFP because they were afraid to leave the safety of
their homes. "Sheltering in place" has caused that old feeling of isolation to resurface, even with
clients that completed the program several years ago. Also, because they are afraid that their dog

will get COVID-19, a lot of clients are "sheltering

The California Bowling Writers =~ 2020 CBW Phone Card Drive—2017 in place" even more than what is required. They
has adopted Operation Freedom Paws! . ) A
Operation Freedom Paws nonprofit organization Ouwr 170 don't want to take any chance of jeopardizing the
was founded by “California Bowler and Veteran” . . .
Mary Cortani in 2010 that has provided service ﬁw@w@i life of the other half of their service dog team,
dogs and training support to veterans and others = = i
who suffer from post-traumatic stress syndrome, @ﬂ@m@fﬂ@ Name WhO they dearly |0Ye, ||.ke any dog owner loves
cgmpje)/( PTSD} traurlnatic t;7ralin l:njL;ry an oél_}f-:r their own dOg, but in this case, who also makes
D i P Ol oa Pl Address them feel safe and secure so that they can manage
empower people with disabilities to live quality . their everyday lives. The Ionger we're required to
lives. City " . " . : :
Operation Freedom Paws carefully matches cli- . shelter in place”, the more likely that there will
ents with their specially chosen four-legged com- State le

panions, most of which come from rescue shel-
ters. The partners then begin a 48-week program
which trains the clients to train their own dogs. At
the end of the program, they’re certified together
as service dog teams.

Make donations payable to CBW and mail to
Treasurer Tina Martin, 57 Shields Lane, Novato,
CA 94947-3877.

“We are pleased to continue supporting Vets.”

Donation deadline:
December 31, 2020

We are: The California Bowling Writers

This is: Our Annual Drive to support our Veterans’
We Have: Raised over $98,000 since 2004

Info: lynlymary@surewest.net

Donations: Make checks payable to “CBW” and mail to

CBW c/o Treasurer Tina Martin,
57 Shields Lane, Novato, CA 94947

e

i ) ) ) Thanks for supporting our veterans! )
Join us in making a difference in the lives of those wio have served in our armed forces.

be even more OFP "graduates" contacting OFP,
seeking the support and reassurance that they
need to understand that they're not "back sliding"
because that old debilitating feeling of isolation
has returned to their lives.

Life goes on at their training facility, but without
the needed funding. OFP certainly does not want to
turn away any Veteran from much needed services.
The 2020 California Bowling Writers Annual Drive
to Support Our OFP Veterans, ends on December
31st, so PLEASE consider donating to benefit
Operation Freedom Paws. The drawing will take
place shortly after the close of CBW’s 2020 “An-
nual Drive to Support Our Veterans” that ends on
December 31st.

Operation Freedom Paws is a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization. EIN 45-2566382. Whether you make
your donation by November 30th to qualify for the gift
package, or between December 1st and December
31st, please make your check payable to CBW, and
write OFP on the “memo” line on the lower left side of
your check. Then mail to: Treasurer Tina Martin, 57
Shields Lane, Novato, CA94947-3877. Check out our
CBW website(calbowlingwriters.org) where we list all
donors and to see the current donation total.

Donation in Memory of:

RUSTY BRYANT
Lessons by Appointment

THE PRO ZONE

“The Ultimate Pro Shop”

818 365-2050

Hours:
20122 Vanowen St., Mon. Thru Fri.
Winnetka CA 91306 11a.m. to 8 p.m.

Inside Winnetka Bowl 818 340-5190 Sat. 10 a.m to S p.m.
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Full Rankings: All 12 PBA League Teams

by Jef Goodger - Flo Bowling

With the amount of talent on all 12 rosters (including four expansion franchises), the new divisional play and the qualifying and match-play format leading up to the expanded TV coverage, it’s entirely pos-
sible any one of the PBA League teams could win the 2020 Elias Cup. For the first time since the 2013 Elias Cup Finals, which took place in Indianapolis following preliminary rounds in Detroit, there will be
no home team as all PBA League competition takes place in Centreville, Virginia. With no fans in attendance, this year’s iteration will be a stark contrast to the usual rowdiness of Bayside Bowl.

Plus, with four completely new teams and the other eight enduring 20-40% roster turnover, ranking the PBA League teams will be an adventure ready to be debated, so let’s begin.

1. Portland Lumherjacks Division: Anthony
Manager: Tim Mack Roster: Wes Malott, Kyle Troup,
Kris Prather, Martin Larsen, Packy Hanrahan

As defending champions, the Lumberjacks are the team to
beat until they’re beaten. Although they lost two reliable players
in Ryan Ciminelli and Mitch Hupé, Portland’s five-player roster
is perhaps still the most formidable. Malott was the 2019 Mark
Roth PBA League MVP, Troup is the only three-time PBA Tour
champion in 2020 and Prather is the reigning Tournament of
Champions winner in addition to his victories in the Strike Derby
and King of the Lanes exhibitions. Adding a returning-to-league
Larsen and debuting Hanrahan (who will tell you he should’ve
been the first overall pick), Portland has a good chance to repeat.

2. Dallas Strikers Division: Carter
Manager: Norm Duke Roster: Norm Duke, Tommy

Jones, Bill 0'Neill, Brad Miller, Nick Pate

The two-time Elias Cup Champion Dallas Strikers will re-
main one of the favorites as long as their core — Duke, Jones and
O’Neill — stick around. This season, Duke was able to reacquire
Miller after leaving him unprotected in the draft, then also picked
up Pate, who will make his PBA League debut. Jones won his
20th title in January, O’Neill won the Players Championship in
February and both Pate and Miller filed third-place appearances
in early 2020. If momentum can be carried across several dor-
mant months, a global pandemic and varying government restric-
tions, this team is going to be sharp.

3.LA.X Division:Anthony Manager: Andrew Cain
Roster: Jason Belmonte, Jakob Butturff, Stu Williams, Pat-
rick Girard, Anthony Lavery-Spahr

Last year’s second-place team returns four of its five play-
ers, replacing Dick Allen with Girard. The L.A. X are the only
team in PBA League history to finish second more than once and
they’ve done it three times. Adding Girard gives L.A. a Canadian
to go with two Americans, an Englishman who lives in Texas and
an Australian who was last seen winning back-to-back majors.
Only one other team in the league (Las Vegas) has four nationali-
ties represented as the L.A. X seek world peace in the form of an
Elias Cup championship.

4. Silver Lake Atom Splitters Division: Carter
Manager: Mark Baker Roster: Chris Barnes,
Jesper Svensson, Tom Daugherty, Chris Via, Al Chapman

Since the advent of the PBA League in 2013, the Atom Split-
ters have won the Elias Cup three times, most recently in 2018.
The core of Barnes, Svensson and Daugherty has been together
since Svensson was drafted in 2016. Baker is betting on Via,
making his first appearance in the PBA League, and Chapman,
who bowled for Motown last year, being vital to getting the Atom
Splitters engraved on the Elias Cup for the fourth time.

5. Motown Muscle Division: Anthony
Manager: Del Ballard Jr.  Roster: E] Tackett, Anthony Si-

monsen, Josh Blanchard, Mitch Hupeé, Matt McNiel

EJ Tackett and Anthony Simonsen have 20 PBA Tour titles
between them, including four majors, and they’re barely a com-
bined 50 years old. Josh Blanchard and new teammate Mitch
Hupé are both reliable players who rarely make big mistakes.
Matt McNiel, also averse to big errors but on the other side of
the lane, will relish his opportunity to make his second career
appearance in the PBA League. This might be the year Motown,
with its always-impressive-on-paper-if-not-quite-as-much-on-
the-lanes roster, finally contends for the Elias Cup.

6. Brew City Ballers Division: Anthony
Manager: Marshall Holman Roster: Sean Rash,
Rvan Ciminelli, Dick Allen, Christopher Sloan, Zeke Bayt

Holman found an intriguing mix with his expansion roster,
choosing Rash with the second overall pick and then adding two
underrated PBA League stars and two PBA League rookies. For
all Rash’s individual and doubles success, he’s never been close
to contention in the PBA League. For the first time, Rash will
bowl for someone other than Brooklyn, complemented by a huge
part of Portland’s recent success in Ciminelli and perennially un-
dervalued Allen. Sloan and Bayt fit the personality of the roster
Holman wanted to build and this group could find extra motiva-
tion in wanting to show other teams what they’re missing.

1. Phoenix Fury Division: Carter Manager: Kim Terrell-Ke-
armey Roster: Shannon 0’Keefe, Liz Johnson, Jordan
Richard, Stefanie Johnson, Maria Jose Rodriguez

O’Keefe won so many PWBA Tour titles in 2019 (five) that
she should probably be named the 2020 PWBA Player of the
Year despite the cancelation of the season. Add all-time legend
(and 10-time major champion) Liz Johnson, 2018 PWBA Rookie
of the Year Richard and two multi-time PWBA Tour champions
Stefanie Johnson and Rodriguez, and this team could find itself
hoisting the Elias Cup in its first season.

8. Miami Waves Division: Anthony
Manager: Boh Learn Jr. Roster: Danielle McEwan,
Dasha Kovalova, Clara Guerrero, Liz Kuhlkin, Missy Parkin
The younger of the two women’s teams, the five players on
the expansion Miami Waves have a combined 10 PWBA Tour
titles, six of which are majors (McEwan owns two major cham-
pionships and each of her teammates has one). McEwan also
has two years of PBA League experience, having bowled for
Motown in 2016 and NYC in 2017. This quintet of clutch play-
ers will be especially difficult to beat on television, regardless
of where they’re seeded. Miami and Phoenix look to be evenly
matched, with the edge in the rankings going to Phoenix based
solely an arbitrary tiebreaker of career titles.

9.1as Vegas High Rollers Division: Carter
Manager: Amieto Monacelli Roster: Francois Lavoie, An-
drew Anderson, Al Johnson, Richie Teece, lidemaro Ruiz

Monacelli won the coin toss and thus the right to choose two-
time U.S. Open champion Lavoie with the first overall pick of
the 2020 PBA League draft. All three players taken in the expan-
sion portion of the draft — Lavoie, Anderson and AJ Johnson —
are under the age of 30 as Monacelli tried to set his team up with
young, motivated players. Adding Teece, who is making his PBA
League debut, and Ruiz, whose last PBA League appearance was
as the supplemental player for L.A. X in 2013, gives Las Vegas
a nice mix of versatility as they attempt to prove they’re not just
the best expansion team but the best team overall.

10.NYC KingPins Division: Anthony
Manager: Carolyn Dorin-Ballard  Roster: Pete Weher,
Marshall Kent, Kyle Sherman, Darren Tang, Osku Palermaa

The KingPins bring back four of their five players from last
season, losing BJ Moore but picking up Palermaa, who will be
making his return to the league after a year off. Dorin-Ballard
was surprised but thrilled to have Tang available to reclaim in the
draft, returning with her protected players Weber, Kent and Sher-
man. NYC hasn’t been to the finals since 2016, but this roster
could lead to a high seed after qualifying and a chance for the
inaugural PBA League champions to claim the Elias Cup again.

11. Philadelphia Hitmen  Division: Carter
Manager:Jason Couch  Roster: Dom Barrett, Tom

Smallwood, Shawn Maldonado, Jason Sterner, Matt Ogle

The Hitmen made it to the finals in 2018, losing to Silver
Lake, but otherwise haven’t factored much into PBA League
competition historically, leading to their admittedly surprising
spot near the bottom of the rankings. Barrett and Smallwood re-
main the two stalwarts of the team, with Maldonado also return-
ing from last season’s squad, although Maldonado was unable to
compete due to injury last year. Adding Brooklyn Styles main-
stay Sterner gives Philadelphia another experienced team player
to solidify the lineup. Matt Ogle, who won his first title in 2019
in the Roth/Holman Doubles with Sean Rash and knows a bit
about team bowling, will make his PBA League debut.

12. Brooklyn Styles Division: Carter
Manager: Johnny Petraglia Roster: Walter Ray Williams
Ir, Brad Angelo, Rhino Page, B] Moore, Thomas Larsen

People look at this seemingly strange collection of players
and make a bewildered face, but how about this for an interest-
ing fact: Brooklyn is the only team in the entire PBA League on
which all five players are PBA Tour champions. You just went
back and looked, didn’t you? Regardless, they are ranked 12th
because this franchise simply hasn’t ever had any PBA League
success. This mix of players may come out and surprise a lot of
people and possibly even take the title, but until they threaten to
do so, they’ll sit here with their 58 combined titles, second most
in the PBA League behind Dallas.
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GUERRERQ ANXIOUS, BUT EXCITED
FOR UPGOMING 2020 PBA LEAGUE

ARLINGTON, Texas — On a May episode of The Profession-
al Women’s Bowling Association Podcast, Colombian star Clara
Guerrero was asked which five players she’d select if given the
opportunity to manage an all-female team in the popular Profes-
sional Bowlers Association League.

The inquiry was hypothetical and fun and timed perfectly
with the 2020 PBA League draft, which had happened a day ear-
lier, live on FloBowling.

About a month later, what was asked on the podcast simply
for entertainment purposes, turned out to be a case of foreshad-
owing, as the PBA announced it would be adding two women’s
teams to the field for the 2020 edition of the PBA League — the
Phoenix Fury and Miami Waves.

Being fifth on the 2019 PWBA Tour points list easily earned
Guerrero a spot among the 35 players eligible to be chosen, and
the 38-year-old right-hander was selected sixth overall by Waves
manager Bob Learn Jr., a PBA champion and member of the
2020 United States Bowling Congress Hall of Fame class.

Though Guerrero didn’t have a role in selecting her team-
mates, she knows any combination of players from the PWBA’s
deep talent pool would’ve made for a top-tier contender in the
12-team league.

Her squad ended up being very diverse in age and back-
ground, but the thing that stands out most to her about their com-
monalities is that they’ve all proven themselves on the biggest
stages to become major champions.

She will be joined on the lanes at Bowlero Centreville in Cen-
treville, Virginia, by a quartet of PWBA titlists — Danielle McE-
wan, Dasha Kovalova, Liz Kuhlkin and Missy Parkin, while the
Phoenix Fury roster will include Stefanie Johnson, Liz Johnson,
Shannon O’Keefe, Jordan Richard and Maria José Rodriguez.

USBC Hall of Famer and 10-time PWBA Tour titlist Kim Ke-
arney is the Phoenix Fury manager.

“Finding out the tour season was canceled after we’d worked
so hard to get ready was very tough for us, so we’re excited about
this amazing opportunity, especially in such a difficult year,”
Guerrero said. “I was anxious on our draft day and hoping to hear
my name, but you just never know what could happen, especially
with the number of talented players the managers had to choose
from. I’ve always enjoyed the team environment and bowling
for Colombia, and I’m excited to share the lanes with such great
competitors.”

McEwan, a longtime member of Team USA, is a five-time
PWBA Tour champion, including the 2015 PWBA Tour Cham-
pionship and 2019 U.S. Women’s Open. Kuhlkin, also a Team
USA member, owns two PWBA Tour titles, including the U.S.
Women’s Open in 2018.

Kovalova, a relatively recent graduate of Wichita State Uni-
versity who hails from Ukraine, picked up two PWBA Tour titles
in 2019, including the USBC Queens.

Parkin won the Queens in 2011, and she and Guerrero have
been friends since meeting at the Lee Evans Tournament of the
Americas in the late 1990s. They’ve also roomed together while
traveling to PWBA Tour events.

The 12 teams in the PBA League this year, up from eight tra-
ditionally, will feature the top stars from both the PBA Tour and
PWBA Tour. For the race to the Elias Cup, the coveted prize
of the PBA League, the teams will be split into two divisions
— Carter and Anthony — named after two of the sport’s greatest
competitors, Don Carter and Earl Anthony.

Guerrero, winner of the 2016 Go Bowling PWBA Players
Championship, and the Miami Waves will compete in the Antho-
ny Division, and the Phoenix Fury will be in the Carter Division.

Qualifying at Bowlero Centreville is scheduled to begin at
10 a.m. Eastern on Sept. 26 and will be broadcast live on Flo-
Bowling. Competition will move to FS1 starting Sept. 27 at noon
Eastern, with the Anthony Division quarterfinals getting head-to-
head match play underway. The championship match will take
place Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. Eastern.

Guerrero and Parkin may be the veterans for the Miami
Waves, but that doesn’t necessarily mean they’ll be the ones
called upon to throw the most crucial shots in the PBA League’s
unique Baker format, where each player rolls two frames each
game.

Actually, Guerrero doesn’t want to define any specific role
for herself or her teammates just yet. She’d prefer to wait and
see how the chemistry looks as they get more comfortable in the
PBA League and on a team together for the first time.

She knows all five team members have thrown the big shots
when they needed them, and they’re all equally intense in their
own ways. Also, as she noted in her original podcast interview,
she’d be perfectly comfortable leaning on the competitor with
the best look with a game, match or even the title, on the line.

“Even though I’ve never played in the league or been on a
team with these ladies, we know each other well, and three of
the team members have bowled together on Team USA,” said
Guerrero, who is a 22-time member of Team Colombia and a past
standout for Wichita State. “I feel like me and Dasha will find
comfort in that and have no trouble fitting in.

“I do hope my experience in the team environment will help
the team and the energy, but I don’t want to put myself into any
specific role. Maybe after we see the energy and how all the per-
sonalities fit together. For now, the goal is to enjoy the moment
and the cool experience and do whatever I can to help the team.”

KUHLKIN READY T0 BRING INTENSITY
T0 WAVES IN PBA LERGUE

ARLINGTON, Texas — Liz Kuhlkin never has been one to
hide her emotions while competing on the biggest stages.

From winning collegiate titles to securing gold medals to
hoisting the U.S. Women’s Open trophy, Kuhlkin hasn’t been shy
about leaving it all on the lanes.

The 27-year-old right-hander’s intensity is part of her DNA,
and she’s excited to bring it back to the team environment for
the Miami Waves this weekend at the 2020 Professional Bowlers
Association League in Centreville, Virginia.

Kuhlkin will head to Bowlero Centreville to join fellow Pro-
fessional Women’s Bowling Association Tour champions Dani-
elle McEwan, Dasha Kovalova, Clara Guerrero and Missy Par-
kin on the Waves, one of two all-PWBA teams competing in the
12-team league, joining the Phoenix Fury.

The Phoenix Fury roster includes Shannon O’Keefe, Liz
Johnson, Jordan Richard, Stefanie Johnson and Maria José Ro-
driguez.

The Waves are managed by Bob Learn Jr., a five-time PBA
Tour champion and part of the 2020 United States Bowling Con-
gress Hall of Fame class. The Fury is led by USBC Hall of Famer
and 10-time PWBA Tour titlist Kim Kearney.

Kuhlkin, from Schenectady, New York, always has enjoyed
the chance to fire up her teammates, and it’s something that’s
been on display to national audiences since winning her first of
two National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) titles at
the University of Nebraska in 2013.

She represented the red, white and blue in similar fashion in
2014, delivering a strike to win the doubles gold medal for Junior
Team USA at the World Bowling Youth Championships in Hong
Kong.

Making clutch shots in the biggest moments, along with her
fiery presence on the lanes, have continued as she’s moved on
to the PWBA Tour and Team USA. She claimed her first major
championship at the U.S. Women’s Open in 2018 and clinched a
trios gold with Parkin and Richard at the 2019 World Women’s
Championships.

“If you look at our team as a whole, I’'m probably one of the
most animated players on the team,” said Kuhlkin, a two-time
PWBA Tour champion. “Being one of the players who gets the
team fired up always has been part of my persona, even going
back to my days at Nebraska and on Junior Team USA. I really
love the team aspect of bowling and feel I can bring a certain fire
to this team that can benefit us a lot. I feel like all of us have it in

Guerrero’s journey to join her team in Virginia will be her
second trip overall, and first flight, since COVID-19 changed the
world’s agenda for 2020.

She and her husband, Josh, drove to Florida for the PBA King
of the Lanes event in July, but since family and fans won’t be
part of the PBA League experience at Bowlero Centreville, fly-
ing was the logical option this time.

Outside of these two events, Guerrero has spent most of the
recent months at home in the Austin, Texas, area or practicing
locally, with a comfortable distance between her and any other
patrons. She also has stayed busy by giving lessons, but in a safe
and limited capacity.

A combination of weight training and active rest days has
helped her excel physically, while a five-day-a-week practice
regimen has her game sharp, too, despite a lack of formal com-
petition.

“I have been very cautious about COVID and don’t want to
put my family at risk, so I have spent the majority of my time
at home or a comfortable distance from others, especially while
at the center practicing,” Guerrero said. “I have noticed a big
change in my body, thanks to the workouts, and I’ve tried to keep
my practicing simple, but focused. I try to go when the center is
empty, and if it starts to get crowded, I just leave for the day. I’ve
definitely missed being able to compete, but I'm OK with it, if it
means being safe.”

Even as Texas has opened up more, allowing for many lo-
cal and regional bowling events, Guerrero has maintained her
routine, even though it has meant not bowling competitively for
many months.

Still, she is confident in where she is physically and ready
to contribute to the her team’s success against some of the best
bowlers in the world.

The biggest test for her actually will be more mental, as she
addresses the anxiety of travel and competition in a COVID-19
world.

“This will be my first time around so many people, so I guess
this is the moment for me to confront life and get used to the new
way of things,” Guerrero said. “I just have to trust that everyone
has been as safe as possible and that all the necessary protocols
will be taken once we get there. It’s going to be a great event, and
I can’t wait to compete against everyone, especially the guys.
Something like this is totally worth the anxiety, and I can’t wait
to get back on the lanes.”

The Portland Lumberjacks, led by USBC Hall of Famer Tim
Mack, hoisted the Elias Cup in 2019. The team included the 2019
Mark Roth PBA League Most Valuable Player Wes Malott, Kris
Prather, Kyle Troup, Ryan Ciminelli and Mitch Hupé.

In 2020, Mack’s team will include Malott, Prather, Troup,
Packy Hanrahan and Sweden’s Martin Larsen.

our own way, and we all have this intense drive to win.”

Kuhlkin believes the familiarity between the members of the
Waves through the PWBA Tour and international competition
also will help fuel the team’s chemistry.

“I feel like we all know each other on a certain level through
Team USA, the PWBA and staff affiliations,” said Kuhlkin, a
three-time Team USA member. “That’s going to be a benefit for
us. We’ve had a few Zoom calls and have been talking in a group
chat, and we’re really excited to share this together. We all want
to win and are very competitive.”

Although Kuhlkin is competitive by nature, tournament com-
petition is something she hasn’t experienced much of lately due
to the COVID-19 pandemic and state restrictions in New York.

Bowling centers across the state reopened in the middle of
August, and she’s been putting in as much time on the lanes as
she can to prepare for the PBA League. Her local leagues started
in the middle of September, and she added a perfect game to her
collection earlier this week.

“We opened up about a month ago and started leagues last
week,” Kuhlkin said. “I’m never going to forgot how to bowl,
but it was important to get my consistency and versatility back.
I really wanted to be prepared for the PBA League and not let
anyone down. I’'m feeling confident right now, especially shoot-
ing 300 (on Monday). I’ve been putting some scores together,
so that’s given me a little boost. We opened up just in the nick
of time.”

Before she was able to return to the lanes, Kuhlkin tried to
stay sharp through drills at home on a makeshift lane of carpet,
blankets and pillows. A spring and summer without tournaments
opened up her schedule to allow for more time at the golf course,
which also helped ease her back into bowling.

“I did a lot of walking and golfing this summer,” Kuhlkin
said. “Our courses didn’t allow carts to be used at the begin-
ning of the pandemic, so I was able to walk a lot of them. That
allowed me to keep my legs underneath me, which also is really
important for bowling. As I’ve been transitioning back to bowl-
ing full-time, I’m not having any aches and pains, so I feel I did
a good job of staying active and keeping the body in motion.”

Looking ahead to the event, Kuhlkin is confident in what the
team brings as a unit. She knows she can trust her teammates to
make the big shots and that the Waves will be well-coached by
Learn.

She sees the determination in her fellow PWBA stars and
believes all of their experiences together will put the Waves in
position to claim the Elias Cup.

“When you look at our team, in my opinion, you’re looking at
five superstars,” Kuhlkin said. “You’re looking at five elite play-
ers who have major titles, have been in the spotlight and have
been in the pressure situations and performed. There’s a deep and
driven desire to win, and I believe we are really going to come
together this week.”

The Waves and Fury are the latest additions to the PBA
League in 2020, which is made up of the top players from both
the PBA Tour and PWBA Tour. The Waves and Fury are made
up of athletes who competed on the PWBA Tour during the 2019
season, finished in the top 35 in the season-long points list and
were selected during a formal draft.

The PBA League is split into two six-team divisions — the
Carter Division and Anthony Division. The Waves will compete
in the Anthony Division, while the Fury will be in the Carter
Division.

The tournament will conclude Wednesday at 7 p.m. Eastern
with the finals for the Elias Cup.

Qualifying will consist of 12 Baker games, with bonus pins,
to determine seeding in each division. The top two teams in each
division will receive a bye to start match play, while the other
teams kick off the quarterfinals with a two-game Baker match to
determine which team advances in the single-elimination format.
If a match is tied after two games, a winner will be decided by a
one-ball roll-off.

The winners of each division will advance to the finals, which
will feature a best-of-five Baker match to determine the 2020
PBA League champion.

Looking for Energetic, Committed
and Responsible Employees
in Southern California

Mechanics, Desk, Bar, Food Service

Send resumes to
BOWLINGJOBS@YAHOO.COM

Yu-Gi-Oh!, Magic The Gathering, Pokémon
Baseball, Basketball, Football, Hockey,
Non-Sports Cards, McFarlanes, Comics &
Supplies, State & National Park Quarter Maps

Spin the Wheel for Prizes Every Saturday

MC, VISA, DISCOVER, AMEX, JCB, & DINER'S CLUB ACCEPTED
LAYAWAY & GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

13308 S. Inglewood Ave., Hawthorne, CA 90250
Mon - Thurs 1:30pm - 7pm
Fri Noon - 7pm ¢ Sat Noon - 7pm * Sun Noon - 5pm
(310) 675-3333
Phil & Phyl Knoll Proprietors
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KOVALOVA SEES WAVES COMING
TOGETHER FOR 2020 PBA LEAGUE

ARLINGTON, Texas — Before Dasha Kovalova was
making headlines on the Professional Women’s Bowling
Association Tour during her breakout 2019 season, she
was garnering national attention as a collegiate standout
for Wichita State University.

Kovalova, who starred for the Shockers from 2012-
2016, collected plenty of hardware during her college
days, earning recognition as a National Collegiate Bowl-
ing Coaches Association (NCBCA) All-American in each
of her four seasons, including three years on the first-team,
and being named the top player in the nation during the
2014-2015 season.

Some of the most important lessons learned during that
time helped Kovalova grow as a team player, and she’s
looking forward to putting those experiences to use in
helping the Miami Waves make a run at the Elias Cup dur-
ing the 2020 Professional Bowlers Association League.

Kovalova will be joined on the Waves by Danielle
McEwan, Clara Guerrero, Liz Kuhlkin and Missy Parkin,
starting Sept. 26 in Centreville, Virginia. The event will be
taking place at Bowlero Centreville and feature 12 five-
player teams made up of the top stars from the PBA Tour
and PWBA Tour.

Their team is one of two all-PWBA teams competing
for the Elias Cup in 2020. The other is the Phoenix Fury,
which includes Shannon O’Keefe, Liz Johnson, Jordan
Richard, Stefanie Johnson and Maria José Rodriguez.

While many believe putting the best possible players
together automatically will translate to team success, oth-
er factors such as chemistry, communication and respect
among the teammates cannot be ignored.

It's hard to argue with the talent level possessed by the
Waves, and Kovalova sees the intangible elements already
coming together, too.

“We have a group chat to just talk about different things
and check on each other,” said Kovalova, who won two ti-
tles during the 2019 PWBA Tour season. “I feel like we’ve
already developed really good team chemistry, and I think
once we get together to practice for the first time, every-
thing is just going to click for us. We all are very support-
ive and open to work with each other, but also accepting
of our differences.”

Kovalova, who made her way to Wichita, Kansas, for
college from Ukraine, credits her time in the Shocker pro-
gram, under the guidance of United States Bowling Con-
gress Hall of Famers Gordon Vadakin and Mark Lewis,
for helping her appreciate what those factors bring to the
team environment, which ultimately led to her growth as a
teammate and competitor.

“Wichita State really helped me grow as a team player,”
Kovalova said. “They teach you how to be respectful and
supportive, but also how to play off each other. They teach
you what to look for and how to ask the right questions.
They helped me become more open to suggestions and
more observant of what others are doing. They showed me
how I can help others while doing what I can to succeed.”

She believes Waves manager Bob Learn Jr., a PBA Tour
champion and part of the 2020 USBC Hall of Fame class,
also will play a similar role, noting how he’ll be able to
work with the different personalities on the team to help
them find success.

The 25-year-old right-hander’s personality quickly
earned the admiration of fans during her television inter-
views after her wins in 2019. She captured her first major
at the USBC Queens and rolled a 300 game to win the
Pepsi PWBA Louisville Open. She’s looking to bring that
same type of energy to the Waves and Virginia.

“I’ll probably bring some weirdness and maybe a little
weird humor,” said Kovalova after being asked what she
brings to the team. “I’m just going to try and be at my best,
be very upbeat and positive and cheer everybody on.”

In preparation for the PBA League, Kovalova has spent
plenty of time on the lanes practicing but only has bowled
in a handful of events. Even with the extended break from
competition due to the COVID-19 pandemic, she feels
she’ll be ready after the first couple of shots roll down the
lanes at Bowlero Centreville.

“I went a little crazy without bowling,” Kovalova said.
“I really missed it and was eager to get out on the lanes
and continue to learn more about my game. But, this break
gave me some time to relax, since I’m always traveling
and competing, and invest more time into being fit and
developing better habits. I’ve been practicing a lot, and I’1l
be ready to go.”

The Waves and the Fury are the latest additions to the
PBA League in 2020. The teams are made up of athletes
who competed on the PWBA Tour during the 2019 season,
finished in the top 35 on the season-long points list and
were selected during a formal draft.

The PBA League is split into two six-team divisions
— the Carter Division and Anthony Division. The Waves

will compete in the Anthony Division, while the Fury will
be in the Carter Division. The tournament will conclude
Wednesday, Sept. 30 at 7 p.m. Eastern with the finals for
the Elias Cup. Qualifying will consist of 12 Baker games,
with bonus pins, to determine seeding in each division.
The top two teams in each division will receive a bye to
start match play, while the other teams kick off the quar-
terfinals with a two-game Baker match to determine which
team advances in the single-elimination format. If a match
is tied after two games, a winner will be decided by a one-
ball roll-off.

The winners of each division will advance to the finals,
which will feature a best-of-five Baker match to determine
the 2020 PBA League champion.

29 - PBA League Live, 4pm - Final Four, FS1
30 - PBA League Live, 4pm - Elias Cup Finals, FS1

cindys@norcalbowling.com

10am & 1pm, 702/454-8022

cindys@norcalbowling.com

645anchorgirltrios@gmail.com

17-18 - Elite Bowling Club tournament, TBA

24-25 - Elite Bowling Club tournament, TBA

BowLing CALENDAR

SPEGIAL NOTICE: PLEASE GHEGK WITH EAGH EVENT IF YOU PLAN T0
PARTICIPATE TO BE SURE THE CENTER IS OPEN FOR THE EVENT

SEPTEMBER

USBC Open Nationals, National Bowling Stadium, Reno, NV—CANCELED (2021 will be in Las Vegas, NV)
USBC Women'’s Nationals, SouthPoint, Las Vegas, NV—CANCELED, bowl.com (2021 will be in Addison, IL)

now-Oct. 4 — Summer Doubles Tournament, Winks Silver Strike Lanes, Gardnerville, NV, 775/762-6018
28 — PBA League Live, 4pm — Semifinals; 6pm — Semifinals, FS1

OCTOBER

2-4 — PBA Battle at Black Oak Casino, Toulumne, CA, pba.com, 360/600-1229, gary.mage@pba.com
2-4 - 2020 Nor Cal BC Nugget Resort Summer Jubilee Team Tourn. (1st weekend), Coconut Bowl, Sparks, 925/485-1855,

3 - Elite Bowling Club Women'’s Scratch 6 Gamer, 9am, Canyon Lanes, Cabazon, 909/450-9415
3 - Elite Bowling Club Senior Scratch event, 9am, Canyon Lanes, Cabazon, 909/450-9415
3-4 - Cal Bowlers Tour Reno Team 4 Gamer, National Bowling Stadium, Reno, NV, squads at 10 & 2 both days, teams of 4
(Men, Women or Mixed), handicap 80% of 220, Optional Scratch, 925/757-2695, CalBowlersTour@aol.com
3 - Dec. 8 - Sam’s Town Open Fall Tournament (4 person teams), Sam’s Town, Las Vegas, squads on Sat. & Sun.,

6-9 — Camp Bakes, Sunset Station, Vegas, markbakerbowling.com
9-11 - 2020 Nor Cal BC Nugget Resort Summer Jubilee Team Tourn. (2nd weekend), Coconut Bowl, Sparks, 925/485-1855,

10-11 — 645 Anchor Girl Trios Handicap Tourn., Sat.-9:30 & 1:30; Sun.-9 & 12:30, Canyon Lanes, Cabazon,

10-16 — Columbus Day Senior Team Tourn., The Orleans, Las Vegas, 800/257-6179, high-roller.com
12-15 - Camp Bakes, Sunset Station, Vegas, markbakerbowling.com
17-18 — CBT Doubles/Singles, Sat.-10/12/2/4; Sun.-10/12/2, Bowlero Mesa, Mesa, AZ, 661/418-8007, cbtbowling.com

18 — October Beast Eliminator #8, 10am, La Habra Bowl, La Habra, tbebowling.com, TheBeastHandicapEliminator@gmail.com
24-25 - CBT, Sunset Lanes, St. George, UT, 661/418-8007, cbtbowling.com

24-Nov. 22 - 51st CA State Senior (CSSBA) Open Championships, Sacramento--CANCELLED
25 - Valentine Any Age Scratch Tourn., 8am, Canyon Lanes, Cabazon, 645anchorgirltrios@gmail.com
30-1 - Cal Bowlers Tour Team 4 Gamer, Fri.-2pm; Sat.-10am/2pm; Sun.-10am/2pm, National Bowling Stadium, Reno,
925/757-2695, CalBowlersTour@aol.com, Venmo: @CBTGina

Calendar brought to you by California Bowling Writers (www.calbowlingwriters.org)
Email your upcoming events for inclusion to baddington@addington.net

by Bette Addington
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MCEWAN MISSES TRAVELING, HEADED
702020 PBA LEAGUE IN VIRGINIA

ARLINGTON, Texas — Not long after the conclusion of her
collegiate bowling career in 2013, the rebirth of the Professional
Women’s Bowling Association gave All-American Danielle
McEwan of Stony Point, New York, the opportunity to make a
living as a professional bowler.

In the years since she left Fairleigh Dickinson University,
McEwan has flown nearly a million miles to measure her abili-
ties against the best bowlers in the world, women and men.

The return of the PWBA Tour in 2015 gave her a chance to
become a star domestically, while her ambition, no-fear attitude
and love of different cultures have helped her showcase her tal-
ents in dozens of countries across the globe.

The five-time PWBA Tour champion and nine-time member
of Team USA had another busy year planned for her favorite bag-
gage handlers and airline crews, before COVID-19 brought an
unexpected halt to the turning of her passport pages.

McEwan already had logged a couple of overseas trips early
in 2020 and was days away from heading to Germany with fel-
low PWBA champion Maria José Rodriguez for the Brunswick
Euro Challenge, but health, safety and uncertainty led them to
change their plans.

Instead, they headed to Las Vegas to compete for spots in the
PBA World Series of Bowling X1, a decision that quickly proved
to be a good one, or at least the best one, when the Euro Chal-
lenge was canceled and strict travel restrictions were put into
place for travel between Europe and the United States.

McEwan ended up leading the pre-tournament qualifier at the
South Point Bowling Plaza to claim one of 10 available spots in
the multi-event World Series, while Rodriguez finished 11th to
become the alternate, later earning a spot in the main field.

Before the majority of the World Series events could con-
clude, they were postponed until they could be contested safely
at a later date. That includes the match-play portion of the Scor-
pion Championship, for which McEwan qualified.

Now, more than six months later, McEwan and Rodriguez
will be reunited on the lanes at Bowlero Centreville in Centrev-
ille, Virginia, where they’ll be on opposing teams in the 2020
edition of the Professional Bowlers Association League.

They’ll be among the 10 PWBA stars competing in the event,
which will run from Sept. 26-30.

McEwan, a 29-year-old right-hander, will join fellow PWBA
champions Dasha Kovalova, Clara Guerrero, Liz Kuhlkin and
Missy Parkin on the Miami Waves, and Rodriguez will compete
on the Phoenix Fury alongside Stefanie Johnson, Liz Johnson,
Shannon O’Keefe and Jordan Richard.

Bob Learn Jr., part of the 2020 United States Bowling Con-
gress Hall of Fame class, is the Waves manager, and the Fury will
be led by USBC Hall of Famer and 10-time PWBA Tour titlist
Kim Kearney.

McEwan is especially looking forward to competing for
Learn, who made a big impression on her when she was a young
player aiming to make a name for herself.

“Bob was one of the first people who noticed me and saw
me trying to get comfortable, and he pulled me aside,” McEwan
said. “He said some really nice things I’ll never forget, and that
meant a lot to me. To be on his team now means a lot, too.”

Since its inception in 2013, the PBA League traditionally
has featured eight teams. The field previously was expanded to
10 teams for the 2020 season, and the addition of two women’s
teams brings the total to 12.

For the race to the Elias Cup, the coveted prize of the PBA
League, the teams, featuring the top stars from both the PBA
Tour and PWBA Tour, will be split into two divisions — Carter
and Anthony — named after two of the sport’s greatest competi-
tors, Don Carter and Earl Anthony.

McEwan and the Miami Waves will compete in the Anthony
Division, while the Phoenix Fury will be in the Carter Division.

Qualifying, scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. Eastern on Sept.
26, will be broadcast live on FloBowling, and competition will
move to FS1 starting Sept. 27 at noon Eastern, with the Anthony
Division quarterfinals getting head-to-head match play under-
way. The championship match will take place Sept. 30 at 7 p.m.
Eastern.

McEwan had the chance to travel to Florida in June to com-
pete in the PBA Summer Clash, and while it allowed her to expe-
rience the new standards developed for traveling during a global
pandemic, the short trip definitely didn’t make up for having her
wings clipped in 2020.

In preparing for her upcoming visit to Virginia, she flirted
with the idea of flying to the event just to feel the rush and excite-
ment of the travel experience, from checking luggage to renting
a car upon arrival.

Realistically, though, she knows the amount of time and ef-
fort it would take for just a 42-minute flight makes driving the
logical option. The drive is less than 300 miles and should take
about four hours.

“Honestly, I do hate driving, and I always just want to get
on a plane and fly,” said McEwan, who also had trips to Asia,
Australia and Qatar planned for 2020. “I really did look at flights
for this. [ wanted to go to the airport and get on a plane and wait
for my luggage and rent a car — and complain the entire time,
like you’re supposed to. I miss it all so much, I wanted to do it
just to do it.”

McEwan’s longing for the friendly skies hasn’t slowed her
hard work at all, however.

PARKIN PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY
PREPARED FOR 2020 PBA LEAGUE

ARLINGTON, Texas — Missy Parkin of Laguna Hills, Cali-
fornia, has been bowling long enough to know when her physical
game is where it needs to be, but she also understands that throw-
ing the ball well doesn’t always translate to success.

Statistically, the 38-year-old right-hander’s 2019 season on
the Professional Women’s Bowling Association Tour was a good
one, and she met most of her personal goals. However, despite
being ranked in the top 12 in every category, she was not able to
find the winner’s circle.

Comfortable with everything physically, Parkin decided to try
a different approach to get herself to the next level, and she be-
gan regular sessions with mental performance coach Brian Cain,
whom she’d previously worked with through the Team USA
bowling program.

“I felt like at the end of the last PWBA season, I met a lot of
my goals and physically was bowling well, but I wasn’t able to
win,” said Parkin, whose best finish in 2019 was a second-place
effort at the PWBA Sonoma County Open, where she was the
top seed for the championship round. “I really needed to find this
next little step to help me get closer to it. I believed in the things
Brian had to say when he was working with Team USA, so I
decided to do more on my own.”

Parkin and Cain both have ties to California State Univer-
sity, Fullerton, so there’s some additional familiarity there. They
have been having weekly sessions, and Parkin’s daily schedule
includes exercises that help her mental training and sharpness.

Though her latest training regimen hasn’t necessarily been
battle tested yet, Parkin will get to gauge her progress during
the upcoming Professional Bowlers Association League, where
she’ll compete as part of the Miami Waves franchise.

The Waves and Phoenix Fury are the two all-female teams
debuting in the PBA League this year as part of an expansion that
brought the field from a traditional eight teams up to 12.

She will be joined on the lanes at Bowlero Centreville in Cen-
treville, Virginia, by Clara Guerrero, Danielle McEwan, Dasha
Kovalova and Liz Kuhlkin, while the Phoenix Fury roster will
include Stefanie Johnson, Liz Johnson, Shannon O’Keefe, Jor-
dan Richard and Maria José Rodriguez.

Bob Learn Jr., a PBA champion and member of the 2020
United States Bowling Congress Hall of Fame class, is the Mi-
ami Waves manager, and the Fury is being led by USBC Hall of
Famer and 10-time PWBA Tour titlist Kim Kearney.

Parkin is as familiar with competing against the men as any-
one, and she’s hoping to use that experience to her team’s ad-
vantage.

Prior to embarking on her professional journey, Parkin
bowled half of her collegiate career with the men’s team because
there weren’t enough women to field a women’s team. She then
became the first woman to join the PBA (2004).

She’s already pretty well-known for her work ethic in the gym
and on the lanes, and that has continued, despite the lack of com-
petitive opportunities.

Workouts moved to her basement, and she built a lane in the
garage to work on some things until her family’s bowling center
was accessible again.

“In our situation, we were in the middle of doing a big reno-
vation and transformation from a more traditional bowling center
to a family entertainment center,” McEwan said. “We were doing
everything — tearing down walls, pulling air conditioning units —
there was construction everywhere.”

With the former Hi-Tor Lanes now transitioned to Break
Point Bowl & Entertainment and open for business, McEwan
has been back on the actual lanes for practice, usually before the
center opens each day.

She knows she’ll be ready to compete when it’s time to head
to Virginia, and she has no doubt her teammates will be prepared,
t0o.

“I’m so excited to get back out there and do what we do and
do it with and against the best bowlers in the world,” said McE-
wan, who also competed in the PBA League in 2016 and 2017.
“We’ve got a great team. We know each other, we respect each
other and we can’t wait to bring all our talents and strengths to-
gether to be the best team we can be.”

McEwan even joked that early conversations between the
Miami Waves teammates have been more about selecting their
matching skirts than about bowling. That’s something the 10
men’s teams probably won’t be worrying too much about but
also is a testament to how confident McEwan and her teammates
are about their individual preparation and team cohesion.

“I think all of the on-lane stuff will fall into place for us as
soon as we get there, and our familiarity with each other and the
Baker format (from college and international competition) will
help us be more comfortable,” McEwan said. “I’m really look-
ing forward to having my feet on the approach, having my team
behind me and having each shot count toward something. It will
be awesome to feel my heart racing and have to tell myself to
breathe. I’'m excited to be back out there doing my job again.”

The Portland Lumberjacks, led by USBC Hall of Famer Tim
Mack, hoisted the Elias Cup in 2019. The team included the 2019
Mark Roth PBA League Most Valuable Player Wes Malott, Kris
Prather, Kyle Troup, Ryan Ciminelli and Mitch Hupé.

In 2020, Mack’s team will include Malott, Prather, Troup,
Packy Hanrahan and Sweden’s Martin Larsen.

“From the time the PBA announced the PBA League, I really
wanted to be a part of it, and I’'m excited to get that opportunity,”
said Parkin, the first woman to reach three PBA regional titles.
“I have been bowling against the guys for so many years, so |
have insight into how the lanes may transition, and that’s a bonus
Danielle, Clara and I can bring to the team.”

McEwan and Guerrero both have been familiar faces at PBA
events, while Kuhlkin and Kovalova both are recently removed
from stellar collegiate careers at Nebraska and Wichita State, re-
spectively.

“Our team has a lot of competitiveness and comfort in the
team environment,” Parkin said. “Our team is diverse with shot
makers and great spare shooters, and I think both are huge in
this format. We also have strength in playing the lanes a little
straighter, so we’ll be able to create our own little funnel and help
the lanes work for us.”

The 12 teams in the PBA League this year will feature the top
stars from both the PBA Tour and PWBA Tour. For the race to
the Elias Cup, the coveted prize of the PBA League, the teams
will be split into two divisions — Carter and Anthony — named
after two of the sport’s greatest competitors, Don Carter and Earl
Anthony.

The Miami Waves will compete in the Anthony Division, and
the Phoenix Fury will be in the Carter Division.

With much of the PBA League competition being broadcast
on TV, Parkin will be right at home. And, with the featured Baker
format, each player only will get to throw two shots each game,
making every opportunity to step onto the approach that much
more important.

“I love pressure situations and throwing shots when they mat-
ter most, and this whole event is pressure,” said Parkin, the 2011
USBC Queens champion. “I absolutely love being under the TV
lights. It brings really good adrenaline and nerves, but I don’t get
nervous, if that makes sense. I would rather be in a quiet bowl-
ing center or TV set with everyone watching. I also love letting
the crowd empower me. This event will be unique, though, since
there will be TV but no crowd.”

The lack of an on-site audience is all part of the precautions
required for competition in a COVID-19 world.

Parkin’s home state of California has been one of the most
impacted by COVID-19 regulations this year, and while the situ-
ation has affected her and her husband, Drew, from a business
perspective, she still has been able to practice regularly at a local
center that houses one of their seven Parkin’s Bowling Supply
pro shops.

Bowling centers in California have been closed for most of
the last six months, though some were able to open for a brief pe-
riod along the way. Regardless, Parkin has frequented Oak Tree
Lanes in Diamond Bar, California, to make sure her game stays
physically sound.

“I feel like during all of this, looking for opportunities and
staying positive has been important,” Parkin said. “We’ve done
everything and anything to be able to get government aid from
a business perspective, and it was really important to make sure
our employees are taken care of. Through it all, I’ve been fortu-
nate to be able to continue bowling, and Drew even used the time
to create a tournament bowling club.”

Drew Parkin’s Elite Bowling Club has featured more than
a half-dozen sold-out events, which must be held at the closest
open bowling center, which is Canyon Lanes, located about two
hours away on the Morongo Indian Reservation.

Now, with her physical and mental games sharp and Parkin’s
Bowling Supply taken care of, Parkin is ready to handle business
with her teammates in Virginia. She feels her strengths going in
are being a good communicator and her ability to help keep ev-
eryone positive.

“Since the PWBA Tour season ended, I’ve been working re-
ally hard, and I’m excited to be putting on the team jersey and
being back on TV,” Parkin said. “I can’t wait to be on the lanes
with my teammates, and I’m most looking forward to us beating
the guys.”
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sa“e “lﬂ Siglls continued from page 1

nia)? It’s now an Aldi Supermarket, but the ‘bowl’ sign was protected. Another example
is Mel’s Bowl in Redwood City, California, which is now mixed retail and apartments.
They kept the ‘bowl’ sign, but the reader board was retrofitted to say Car Wash.” I ended
my rant by saying, “It’s government run amok!”

Later that day Lynn wrote back to me and said, “Bay Shore (now known as Bowlmor
Santa Monica) is still open but only has a couple of leagues. I remember Friendly Hills
and always wondered what happened after they closed.”

As 1 continued to read the report and did some more research online, I found that
Bowlmor Santa Monica is indeed closing (“A Shot In the Arm for Pico,” The Argonaut
News). Once again, the local government has deemed the sign historical in nature, but
nothing else. My question to the planning commission is this: What about the social and
recreational value of the bowling facility?

The closing of a bowling center is difficult for everyone. There are so many memories
that are simply tossed away for yet another strip mall, a new apartment complex, a super-
market, a big box retailer, or even a car wash! But closing a bowling center has so many
other implications upon the community, particularly among youth and senior citizens.

Carrying that line of thought one step further, we might ask if the closings and current
lockdown of bowling centers is one of the causes for all of the social unrest among our
youth in the United States? As a youngster I can remember virtually living in the local
bowling center during the summer months. It was air conditioned, the employees were
friendly, and because it was an AMF equipped facility, that meant that I could do some-
thing called “shadow bowling” for hours.

The longer that this manufactured shutdown continues, the more and more bowling
centers I can envision closing, whether it’s because of real estate values or the lack of
revenue, or both. As I have stated in the past, I believe that AMF, or any number of other
operators, are blamed for many of these closings, when it’s really the local government
entities that are looking for more tax revenues that can be derived in a particular location.
How can a bowling center compete with Target Stores or Home Depot when it comes to
tax revenue?

In the end, the only one that truly loses is the bowler.

Special thanks to WalkingRedwoodCity.com, for providing a most appropriate photo for
this article.

“EI.P continued from page 1
when we can shop at Home Depot, Best Buy and Walmart? Why are bowling centers
closed when we can have a meal outside under a tent, just a few feet from a stranger? Why
are bowling centers closed when airlines can seat passengers within arms length of each
other? I need to know because these circumstances are depressing me.

GOVERNOR NEWSOM - OPEN OUR BOWLING CENTERS.

Hopefully other bowlers don’t share my nightmare. Hopefully other bowlers aren’t
worried about the onset of a biological World War III. Hopefully other bowlers aren’t
depressed and anxious like me.

So what is the impact of the pandemic lockdown on the mental and physical health of
our population? What is the effect of the lockdown on our young bowlers on our older
bowlers? From what I read the pandemic lockdown has had a huge impact on the mental
and physical health of millions of Americans and millions of kids, including thousands
of bowlers and thousands of young bowlers. It has had a huge impact on the mental and
physical health of millions of senior citizens, including thousands of senior bowlers.

Lockdown related lifestyle changes have resulted in sky high levels of anxiety and de-
pression. I read that substance abuse is up, that suicides are up, that marriage difficulties
are up. What can you expect with pandemic stress factors involving finances, unemploy-
ment and isolation on the rise? On top of that there is the fear of illness and death itself.
There appears to be no end in sight. There is no light at the end of the tunnel.

Normally we could go bowling to escape life’s challenges. Not now. We need our
governor to open our bowling centers. It is for our own good.

Bowling would help us get over this mess. Bowling would allow us to exercise physi-
cally. Bowling would allow us to socialize again. To interact with other people. There
is no substitute for physical exercise and social interaction. We are physical and social
animals. We need each other, we need physical activity, WE NEED BOWLING.

MUCH OF THE IMPACT OF THE PANDEMIC LOCKDOWN, ON OUR WELLBE-
ING, COULD HAVE BEEN MINIMIZED IF OUR STATE GOVERNMENT WOULD
HAVE ALLOWED OUR BOWLING CENTERS TO OPEN RESPONSIBLY.

GOVERNOR NEWSOM - OPEN OUR BOWLING CENTERS.

1216 W. Grove Avenue, Orange, CA 92865

We Specialize in:
* Resurfacing

Distributors For:
e Qubica/ A.M.F.

* Brunswick * Lanes in Private Homes

* Century Lane Machines * Pinsetter Parts & Supplies
* NEO Technologies * New Lane Installations

* Pinsetter Parts Plus

* Quality Bowling Online Ordering System at www.wpbowling.com

A B oS conditioners 800 - 595 - 2695 * Fax: 714 - 974 - 2681
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Los Angeles Gounty

Orange County

Las Vegas
Laughlin

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712
(562) 421-8448 « Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com * Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.
Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630
(949) 770-0055 « Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com * Manager: Jon Diso
Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

GOLD COAST -70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4000 W. Flamingo Road
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(800) 331-5334

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 E. Florence, Downey, CA 90240
(562) 927-3351 » Fax: (562) 928-5453
www.delriolanes.com * Mgr: Mike Cammarata
Email: Mike@delriolanes.com

FOUNTAIN BOWL - 60
17110 Brookhurst Street,
Fountain Valley, CA 92708
(714) 963-7888 « Fax: (714) 965-1158
www.fountainbowl.com

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(888) 365-7111

GABLE HOUSE BOWL - 40
22501 Hawthorne Bivd.,
Torrance, CA 90505
(310) 378-2265
gablehousebowl.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Bivd.,
La Habra, CA 90631
(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www./h300bowl.com

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 « Fax: 702-298-2687

Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave.,
Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244
gardenabowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692
(949) 586-5300 * Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com
Mgr: John Chapman * Email: john@saddlebacklanes.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center
5111 Boulder Highway
Las Vegas, NV 89122
(800) 634-6371 « SamsTown.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 868-3261 « Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com * Mgr: Dave Piazza
Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Bivd.,
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558
oaktreelanes.net

PICKWICK BOWL - 24
921 W. Riverside Drive, Burbank, CA 91506
(818) 845-5300 Ext. 350 or Ext. 351
Pickwick Gardens Bowl and Ice Center
“Where The Fun Never Stops”

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683
(714) 893-5005 * Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com
Mgr: Jennifer Chow * Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

KEARNY MESA BOWL - 40
7585 Clairemont Mesa Bivd.,
San Diego, CA 92111
(858) 279-1501

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Bivd.
South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350
(661) 254-0540 * Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com
Email: scl4dusc@aol.com

MIRA MESA BOWL - 44
8210 Mira Mesa Bivd.,
San Diego, CA 92126
(858) 578-0500

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
9090 Alta Drive,

Las Vegas, NV 89145
(702) 636-7400

BUENA LANES -42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com
Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net

(DD

Riverside &

BOWLIUM LANES - 32
4666 E. Holt Bivd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528  Fax: (909) 626-2144
www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Margot Gallardo
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com
(657)210-2695

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION

Association Manager - Larry Peppers
55 Mitchell Blvd. Suite 2, San Rafael, CA 94903
larry.peppers@calusbc.com * www.calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com
(415)492-8880

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr.,
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120 Fax: (951) 922-2385

Located next to Morongo Casino

NORTH COUNTY USBC

Association Manager - Karen Salazar
PO Box 5987, Oceanside, CA 92052
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com
www.ncusbca.com

(760)213-4997
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VENTURA COUNTY USBC

Asst. Manager - Cheryl Smith
vcusbc@gmail.com

(805)339-9334

CITRUS BELT
Association Manager - Elise M. Hamner
667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410

citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

NORTH L.A. COUNTY

Association Manager - Tom Leigh
15600 Devonshire St., Suite 212, Granada Hills, CA 91344
email: nlacbowling@gmail.com website: nlacbowling.com

(818) 810-6263

ORANGE COUNTY

Association Manager - Andrea Fredericks
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org

(714) 554-0111

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY
Association Manager - Linda Johnson-Pilios
4020 Shadydale Ave., Covina, CA 91722
E-Mail: thumpr2@yverizon.net
(626) 337-6270 Fax: (626) 960-9260

SOUTH L.A. COUNTY
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara
17057 Bellflower Blvd. Suite 210, Bellflower, CA 90706
E-Mail: info@slacusbc.com * slacusbc.com

(562)925-0417 Fax: (562) 925-7478
SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.

Association Manager - Lynn Graves
7840 EI Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: USBCLynn@Yahoo.com
www.sandiegobowling.com

(619)697-3334
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