
BowlingBowling  newsnews
7502 Florence Ave, Downey, CA 90240 • Website: CaliforniaBowlingNews.com • Email: news@californiabowlingnews.com • Phone: (626) 252-2985

california august 15, 2024

continued on page 6

continued on page 5

Weekly Scratch 5-Gamer Every Tuesday
$55 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 6pm • Bowl at 7pm • 1 in 5 Payout

8/13: Middle Road / 8/20: Roth

Saturday HDCP No-Tap Tournament
$30 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 11am • Bowl at Noon • 1 in 5 Payout
4 Games on Same Pair of Lanes on House Shot

22771 Centre Dr. Lake Forest, CA 92630 (949) 770-0055

JOHN JANAWICZ WINS 5TH PBA50 TITLE 
OF THE YEAR AT SOUTH SHORE CLASSIC

by Jill Winters
HAMMOND, Ind. – 

When John Janawicz is 
on the lanes, he sees 
every shot and every 
tournament as an op-
portunity to solve anoth-
er puzzle. This bowling 
mastermind has proven 
in his short career on 
the PBA50 Tour that he 
knows how to solve the 
puzzles most of the time 
better and faster than 
anybody else.

On Thursday night, he 

showed us all again win-
ning his fifth title of the 
year at the 2024 PBA50 
South Shore Classic.

Janawicz admits he 
is always trying to sim-
plify things and not let 
his emotions get too high 
or too low. He believes 
he performs at his best 
when he maintains an 
even keel and basically 
slows the game down. 
That allows him logically 
to process what is going 

on in front of him past the 
foul line.

The only time Jana-
wicz has lost in a cham-
pionship match was 
last year inside Olym-
pia Lanes at the 2023 
PBA50 South Shore 
Classic. Since then, he 
has been perfect in those 
moments. This time, the 
man most just call “JJ” 
defeated Mika Koivuni-
emi 234-205.

Martin Wins PWBA Pepsi Open 
for Third Career PWBA Win

ALLEN PARK, Mich.- 
Jillian Martin of Stow, 
Ohio, captured her third 
career Professional 
Women’s Bowling As-
sociation win Satur-
day evening, defeating 
Stephanie Zavala of 
Long Beach, California, 
279-162, at the Pepsi 
Open, contested at 
Thunderbowl Lanes.

“I’m still in shock,” said 
Martin, who already has 
three total PWBA wins 
in her career, including 
the United States Bowl-
ing Congress Queens in 
May. “I threw the ball re-
ally great that last game 
and wasn’t expecting 
that to happen.”

Martin qualified as the 

No. 2 seed in the step-
ladder and faced reign-
ing PWBA Player of the 
Year, Jordan Richard of 
Tipton, Michigan, in the 
semifinal match.

She quickly went to 
work, taking down Rich-
ard with a 257, throwing 
eight strikes in the game 
including a six-bagger in 
frames five through 10 to 
advance to the champi-
onship match. Richard 
had a 223 but it wasn’t 
enough to move on, 
earning $3,500 for third 
place.

In the championship 
match, the Jillian Martin 
show continued, starting 
with the first six strikes 

Jillian Martin
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Dick Weber won both the Newsday and Landgraf tournaments in 1959

Tournaments That Resembled 
Mini-Bowling Leagues

by Dave Williams

A recent post at Dr. Jake’s Bowling Blog reminded me of all the bowling tourna-
ments around New York City that were more like bowling leagues. The Greater 
New York Individual Tournament, posted by Dr. Jake, was one of the earliest 
match game events. It was conducted over several weeks at the same time slot, 
just like a modern league.

The final standings of the event were based on the competitor’s won-lost re-
cord. Philip Lehrbach of New York was the winner of the first event in 1900, with 
a record of 63 wins and 11 losses. His average was 191. Over the years, Jimmy 
Smith, a famous match game star from Brooklyn, made this his tournament, with 
wins in 1906, 1907, 1908, 1909 and 1913. 

The tournament was postponed in 1914 due to WWI, and although the tourna-
ment was staged later in the year, it never really returned to prominence. After 
a couple of lackluster events in 1915 and 1918, the tournament was scrapped. 

Perhaps the most famous marathon event in the New York City area was the 
Newsday Eastern Open, conducted from 1948 to 1986. The tournament stretched 
out to 72 games in some years, once again taking on the form of a bowling 
league rather than a tournament, according to a post at Dr. Jake’s Bowling Blog. 
Many famous bowlers won this event, having been attracted by the newspaper’s 
alluring prize fund.

Some of the more famous winners included: Graz Castellano of Jackson 
Heights, N.Y., in 1948, 1949 and 1954. There was Tony Sparando of Rego Park, 
N.Y., in 1951, and Junie McMahon of Fairlawn, N.J., in 1953. Then came Dick 
Weber of St. Louis, in 1959 and 1960. Teata Semiz of North Milford, N.J., won in 
1962 and 1963. 

Some other well known stars in the modern era included Johnny Petraglia of 
Brooklyn, in 1969, 1972, 1978 and 1982; as well as Mark Roth of Staten Island in 
1975 and 1985. The last Newsday tournament was held in 1986, after Newsday 
dropped their sponsorship.

Long Island Industrial Team Tournament
The tournament that I remember so well while living in New York and working 

for AMF was the Long Island Industrial Team Tournament. It was also like a mini-
league, rolling three game series on four consecutive Saturday nights at Mid-Isle 
Lanes in Hempstead, New York. The bowling center was a converted trolly barn, 
and was conveniently located just off the Southern State Parkway on Peninsula 
Boulevard (Today it’s what else? … a Public Storage facility).

Dave Metzger, an accountant for AMF Bowling Products, was the one that re-
cruited me to bowl on the AMF team, along with Roy Ryan, a PBA senior bowler 
that was also an employee of AMF in Westbury. We had a few good years, bat-
tling the best team in the area, Grumman Aircraft (now Northrop Grumman). 

 
In 1984, 1985 and 1986 we won the team title. The shot for me was right off the 

edge, similar to Grand Central Bowl in Glendale, Calif., which I’ve written about 
many times. The outside couple of boards were like ice, and if you hit the sixth 
board, it was beyond Brooklyn, but if I could just stroke it on the fourth or fifth 
board, my chances of striking were pretty good.

The peak of my performance came in 1985, when I rolled three consecutive 
700+ series going into the final week of action. I only needed a 495 series to re-
cord the highest individual total in the history of the tournament, recorded by Hall 
of Fame member George Young in the 1940’s. But alas, AMF called me away to 
another part of the country on that final weekend. Metzger tried to plead my case 
to his boss, but I told him not to be concerned because when I came to work for 
AMF, I had made a commitment to myself that the job would always come first.

When I returned from my business trip, I was happy to hear that we had won 
the event for the second consecutive year. And Metzger had a big and heavy 
award for me as the most valuable individual player, the Bob Benn MVP award… 
even though I had only bowled three of the four weeks. What fond memories I 
have of that bowling center and tournament.

The Landgraf Classic
The Landgraf was another famous tournament in the New York City area. Al-

though it was not a marathon event like the others mentioned above, it was known 
for difficult lane conditions and very heavy pins. The event was held every year at 
Bowlmor Recreation. Bowlmor, a small New York City chain of centers, ultimately 
purchased AMF Bowling Centers, and a few years later they gobbled up Bruns-
wick Recreation Centers. Today they are known as Bowlero.

But in the years from 1943 to 1985, Bowlmor reportedly played host to this 
prestigious event. Like the Greater New York Individual Tournament, the Land-
graf was won by most of the top bowlers of the day, including: Andy Varipapa 
(1943), Steve Nagy (1944), Lou Campi (1947), Tony Sparando (1950), Dick We-
ber (1959), Billy Welu (1960), and Larry Lichstein (1971).

The Landgraf Classic was suspended in 1985, which is about the same time 
that Bowlmor decided to go in a different direction and focus on a party atmo-
sphere at their flagship center…

____________________
• Portions of this article adapted from Dr. Jake’s Bowling Blog
• Photo of Dick Weber provided by bowl.com 

CABAZON – Margaret Vassar rolled a 639 series to take Third Place in last weeks 
“SWEEPER” for the Four Seasons Senior Summer League at Canyon Lanes.  Margaret’s 
performance is no surprise to league bowlers in this area because she regularly cashes 
and wins local tournaments.

Margaret led the league women with a 177 average and rolled the league high scratch 
series of 643.  Margaret’s 256 game was also a league season high.

Great bowling Margaret.  Margaret’s accomplishments on the lanes demonstrate why 
“CALIFORNIA BOWLERS ARE THE BEST BOWLERS IN THE WORLD”.

Margaret Vassar Bowls 639 For Third Place
by Frank Weiler
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PWBA continued from page 1

before a 10 pin ended her run at perfection. Zavala 
had two early opens on the right lane and quickly fell 
behind through four frames.

What little chance Zavala had was dashed after 
her third open in the seventh frame, whose struggles 
on the right lane continued before closing her game 
out with 162. Martin ended with the final five strikes 
after her 10 pin conversion for 279, leaving Detroit 
with the trophy and $10,000 top prize. Zavala earned 
$5,000 for her runner-up finish.

Martin’s prior experiences in tournaments plays a 
big part in her ability to compete and win on the big-
gest stages in bowling, as well as not get caught up 
in bad bowling if it happens.

“I think my ability to put things in perspective helps 
me take things one shot at a time. I have this level of 
acceptance where I know that, if for some reason I 
bowl terrible, everything is still going to be okay.”

As a non-member, Martin is unable to compete 
in the PWBA Tour Championship event and will be 
heading back to the University of Nebraska for her 
junior year of college in the upcoming days.

The stepladder started with Melanie McDaniel of 
Joliet, Illinois, and Bryanna Coté of Tucson, Arizona. 
McDaniel was making her second career stepladder 
appearance while it was Coté’s second straight step-
ladder.

Both bowlers kept pace with one another until Mc-
Daniel had a five-bagger in the final five frames to 
pull away after Coté opened in the ninth. McDaniel 
ended with a 237 victory while Coté ended with 210. 
Coté earned $2,200 for her fifth-place finish.

Next up for McDaniel was Richard and the second 
match came down to the last frame.

Once again neither bowler could pull away from 
each other, with McDaniel recovering from an open-
ing split with four strikes in a row in the middle. Rich-
ard stayed clean throughout and the match was tied 
heading into the final frame.

The reigning POY finished first and struck all three 
shots in the 10th to force McDaniel to do the same 
for a tie, but McDaniel’s first ball went high, allowing 
Richard to advance to the semifinals against Martin.

The 2024 PWBA Tour season will begin its final 
event of the season August 11 as 24 players start 
their hunt for the final major title of the season with 
the PWBA Tour Championship.

Players advancing to the Tour Championship will 
be: Sin Li Jane of Malaysia; Shannon Pluhowsky of 
Dayton, Ohio; Singapore’s Cherie Tan; England’s 
Verity Crawley; Singapore’s New Hui Fen; Coté; 
Ukraine’s Dasha Kovalova; Richard; Zavala; Crys-
tal Elliott of Palm Bay, Florida; Kelly Kulick of Union, 
New Jersey; Lindsay Boomershine of Brigham City, 
Utah; Latvia’s Diana Zavjalova; Stefanie Johnson of 
McKinney, Texas; Lauren Russo of Ballwin, Missouri; 
Erin McCarthy of Elkhorn, Nebraska; Liz Kuhlkin of 
Schenectady, New York; Hope Gramly of Aubrey, 
Texas; Josie Barnes of Hermitage, Tennessee; Co-
lombia’s Maria Jose Rodriguez; Summer Jasmin of 
Beckley, West Virginia; Ashly Galante of Palm Har-
bor, Florida; Canada’s Felicia Wong; and Julia Bond 
of Aurora, Illinois.

This year’s Player of the Year award is still up for 
grabs as well in the major event, with Sin only leading 
by a slim margin.

Tour Championship starts competition with the first 
of three round-robin match play at 5 p.m. Eastern on 
August 11. All rounds leading up the stepladder finals 
will be live-streamed on BowlTV.

https://link.pba.com/u/nrd.php?p=MAhZ8a9htz_92585_82210_1_3&ems_l=83734&i=1&d=MTk5NzQ3NDY%3D%7CTUFoWjhhOWh0eg%3D%3D%7CNTlmN2QwNGNmNDU3NTFhZTE%3D%7C&_esuh=_11_dc10e41cf2169a10fd4d1d1dbda68859f6ca875cdcaa38f3a39b176577f0ac57
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In the span of two seasons, Janawicz has bowled in 25 PBA50 Tour events 
and made the stepladder finals 56% of the time. His seven career PBA50 titles 
tie him with the legendary Earl Anthony and Dave Soutar.

“That is quite special to say the least. I wasn’t aware of that. Anytime you 
can be mentioned in the same breath as Dave Soutar and Earl Anthony, when 
it comes to bowling accomplishments, you’ve done a pretty good job,” Janawicz 
said. “I am very humbled and very honored to share some stats with them.”

Overall, Janawicz has won 28% of these tournaments and he has locked up 
another honor — 2024 PBA50 Player of the Year — to go along with his 2023 
PBA50 Rookie of the Year award. He said it will be tough to maintain those in-
credible stats for the remainder of his career, but it’s a good start and he hopes to 
hold onto that over the coming years. When things are going well, he said history 
shows there will be some rough patches, so he is grateful for the opportunity and 
for what he has been able to accomplish so far.  

“I am not really sure how to explain it honestly. You have a process you stick 
with and preparation when it comes to lane play, what you think you need to do 
with equipment, you develop a game plan, and you see if it works. Fortunately, 
this year, it has been working probably a little more than it hasn’t been working,” 
he said. “It is still kind of hard for me to comprehend it. This is pretty special to win 
five times in one year. It’s pretty surreal.”

In the championship match, Janawicz started off with a strike and spare fol-
lowed by five straight strikes to hold a commanding 53-pin lead over Koivuniemi 
by the seventh frame on the way to the victory. Koivuniemi had seven total strikes 
in yet another solid performance on the lanes. This was Koivuniemi’s seventh 
straight stepladder finals appearance and his second runner-up finish.

He backed his way into the title match recovering from an open frame in the 
fifth frame of his semifinals match against No. 3 seed Brian Link. Koivuniemi put 
up five strikes from the sixth to the 10th frame for a 204 game. He took two of his 
balls off the rack thinking he was done, as Link needed a mark in the 10th frame 
for the win. Link watched his shot go high leaving the 3-10 split and he only got 
the 3-pin to finish with 195. Link extended both arms straight out in disappoint-
ment yet smiled and shook Koivuniemi’s hand.

This was not only a memorable show for Janawicz, but also for Link and No. 4 
seed Dave Cirigliano, as both made their PBA50 stepladder debut. In the open-
ing match, Cirigliano faced left-hander John Marsala, who led this tournament 
after qualifying. Marsala was able to put just two doubles together along with five 
spares and an open frame in the 10th for 201, as Cirigliano stole the spotlight. 

The tall right-hander from Arizona posted and repeated all 12 of his shots on 
the way to a perfect game, earning him a $1,000 bonus from the PBA.

PBA50 continued from page 1
“It is definitely one of those bucket list items I will tell you that. I really wasn’t 

nervous, which surprised me for my first time out here,” Cirigliano said. “There 
was a calm that came over me. Maybe my dad was watching from above.”

Cirigliano is no stranger to perfection. He is one of three bowlers to have rolled 
perfect games three times in the history of the USBC Open Championships. He 
had a great ball reaction in his opening match, which allowed him to relax. Plus, 
after defeating Tom Adcock, Tom Hess and Parker Bohn III to make it to the show, 
he was enjoying the journey.  “They definitely inspire me to keep working. Today 
was a good day,” he said.

In Cirigliano’s next match against Link, Cirigliano opened with a bad break 
leaving a 7-10 in the first frame. Link, who is also right-handed, started with 
spare, strike, spare before getting three strikes in a row. Cirigliano went spare 
then a double before throwing his worst shot of the day leaving the 3-4-6-10 and 
getting just two. He got lined back up ending the match with seven straight strikes 
for 231. Link got a spare followed by three straight strikes and a single-pin spare 
to finish with 238 to advance.

The final event of the PBA50 season is the Tournament of Champions from 
AMF Riviera Lanes. “I have never actually bowled there but I have been there. To 
be able to bowl the TOC in a place that has so much history is going to be very 
special to me,” he said. “I just try to maintain a high level of play for as long as my 
body will allow. That is about all I can ask for.”

MATCH SCORES:
Match 1: Cirigliano def. Marsala 300-201
Match 2: Link def. Cirigliano 238-231
Match 3: Koivuniemi def. Link 204-195
Championship match: Janawicz def. Koivuniemi 234-205
PBA50 SOUTH SHORE CLASSIC FINAL STANDINGS: 
1. John Janawicz, $7,500
2. Mika Koivuniemi, $4,000
3. Brian Link, $3,000
4. Dave Cirigliano, $2,500
5. John Marsala, $ 2,000

Final standings - 2024 South Shore Classic

https://www.r2sports.com/website/standings.asp?TID=41986
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FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630

(949) 770-0055 • Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com • Manager: Jon Diso

Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Blvd., 
La Habra, CA 90631

(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www.lh300bowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692

(949) 586-5300 • Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com

Mgr: John Chapman • Email:  john@saddlebacklanes.com

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683

(714) 893-5005 • Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com

Mgr: Jennifer Chow • Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

KEARNY MESA BOWL - 40
7585 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., 

San Diego, CA 92111
(858) 279-1501

MIRA MESA LANES - 44
8210 Mira Mesa Blvd., 
San Diego, CA 92126

(858) 578-0500
miramesalanes.com

GOLD COAST - 70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4000 W. Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(800) 331-5334

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(888) 365-7111

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 • Fax: 702-298-2687
Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center

5111 Boulder Highway
 Las Vegas, NV 89122

(800) 634-6371 • SamsTown.com

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Blvd. 

South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

9090 Alta Drive, 
Las Vegas, NV 89145

(702) 636-7400 

BUENA LANES - 42BUENA LANES - 42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 930031788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com 

Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712

(562) 421-8448 • Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com • Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 Florence, Downey, CA 90240

(562) 927-3351 • Fax: (562) 928-5453
www.delriolanes.com • Mgr: Sabrina Gonzalez

Email: Sabrina@delriolanes.com

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave., 

Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244

gardenabowl.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650

(562) 868-3261 • Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com • Mgr: Dave Piazza

Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Blvd., 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558 

oaktreelanes.net

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350

(661) 254-0540 • Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com

Email: scl4usc@aol.com

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350

(661) 254-0540 • Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com

Email: scl4usc@aol.com

BOWLING NEWS DIRECTORY

Ventura CountySan Diego

Los Angeles  County Orange  County Las Vegas
Laughlin

=

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY
Association Manager - Annette Anderson
1832 Greenacre Rd., Pomona, CA 91768  

E-Mail: sgvusbc@gmail.com
(909) 326-1201

CITRUS BELT
Association Manager - Elise Hamner

667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410
citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

ORANGE COUNTY
Association Manager - Stacie Osborn

PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396  
E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org

(714) 554-0111

GREATER 
LA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara

3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
E-Mail: info@glacusbc.com

glacusbc.com
(562) 426-2030  Fax: (562) 426-2032
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SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.
Association Manager - Donald Way

7840 El Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: sandiegousbc@gmail.com

www.sandiegobowling.com
(619)697-3334

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara

3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
info@calusbc.com • calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com

(562)449-4527

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Gary Forman
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396

ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com

(657)210-2695

NORTH COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Ross LaBar

306 W. El Norte Pkwy #95, Escondido, CA 92026
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com

www.ncusbca.com
(714)322-2780

VENTURA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Debbie Brickell

vcusbc@gmail.com
(805)339-9334

Riverside &
San Bernardino
BOWLIUM LANES - 32

4666 E. Holt Blvd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528 • Fax: (909) 626-2144

www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr., 
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120  Fax: (951) 922-2385
Located next to Morongo Casino
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11459 Imperial Hwy.
Norwalk, CA 90650
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New Hui Fen Wins 2024 
PWBA Greater Detroit Open 

for Second Career Title
ALLEN PARK, Mich- Singapore’s New Hui Fen is back in the winner’s circle for 

the first time in eight years, defeating teammate Cherie Tan in a close title match, 
212-206, at Thunderbowl Lanes to start Professional Women’s Bowling Associa-
tion Tour Championship Week.

“It’s a different feeling than the first time,” said New after winning the title and 
$10,000 top prize. She last won on the PWBA Tour in 2016, where she won that 
year’s Tour Championship major.

Since that 2016 title, New has put in the work to improve her mental game as 
well as rehab injuries she sustained over the years, noting that she’s pain free 
after 25 games in two days.

“I don’t feel much pain. Mostly just mental fatigue from thinking too much and 
now I don’t need to think,” she said with a laugh.

New earned the No. 1 seed in the stepladder by going 9-3 in match play, in-
cluding a position round win against Tan, averaging over 224 before bonus pins. 
Tan and New had previously battled for a title this season in Nashville at the 
BowlTV Classic, which Tan won. They also competed against each other in that 
2016 PWBA Tour Championship for New’s only title until today.

The Singaporean teammates started the title match exchanging strikes and 
spares before Tan opened in the fifth frame, allowing New to jump ahead as she 
stayed clean through out the match. New also ball changed on the left lane in 
the middle of the game as that lane brought inconsistent ball reaction until the 
change, which proved to be the difference as New struck the next time on that 
lane.

Getting all three strikes in the 10th frame wasn’t enough for Tan as New stayed 
clean for 212 and the win. Tan earned $5,000 for her runner-up finish.

 
The stepladder started with Crystal Elliott of Palm Bay, Florida, and Ashly 

Galante of Palm Harbor, Florida. Galante was in full control in the match until 
three straight unlucky shots brought Elliott back in the game.

In the eighth frame, Galante left a stone 8 pin, then a stone 7 pin in the ninth, 
before a stone 9 pin in the first ball of the 10th. She converted all three single pins 
and only needed five in the fill to lock up the match.

Galante proceeded to only knock down the 1-2-5-8 pins in the fill frame for 209 
and giving new life for Elliott, who now needed all three strikes in the 10th to win.

Elliott got the first two strikes, but the third was left off her hand and only 
knocked down eight for 208, allowing Galante to survive and advance to face 
Bryanna Coté of Tucson, Arizona. Elliott earned $2,200 for her fifth-place finish.

The second match did not bring as much drama as the first, as Coté opened 
with a spare and eight straight strikes, finishing with 268 while Galante was un-
able to keep up and finished with 162. Galante earned $2,500 for fourth.

Coté faced Tan in the semifinal match, where Coté encountered issues with 
carry, including a six frame stretched where she left three 10 pins, a high flush 4 
pin and a pocket 7-10 split. Those unfortunate frames put her at 194, while Tan 
got the first one in the 10th to advance with 204. Coté pocketed $3,500 for the 
third-place finish and Tan advanced to the title match.


