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NEW LEADERS EMERGE AT 2024 PBA

LBC NATIONAL GHAMPIONSHIPS

Gralam Fach's recora-setting series highlights the latest news from the 2024 PBA LBC National Championships

by Nolan Hughes

Through five week-
ends of the 2024 PBA
LBC National Champi-
onships, 17-year-old Gi-
anna Brandolino contin-
ues to lead the Women'’s
Classic division by a
130-pin margin.

Since Brandolino’s
performance, she and
three additional division
leaders have yet to be
knocked off their perch:
Bobby Kunimura (Men’s
Handicap), Kahlen Ran-
son (Women’s Handi-
cap) and Garrett Beyer
(Boys Jr. Handicap).

But last weekend,
Graham Fach’s record-
setting weekend pow-
ered him to the top of
the PBA Exempt divi-
sion. Mark Blaha (Open
Classic), William Frob-
erg (Senior Classic) and

Chloe Hickland (Girls Jr.
Handicap) have also tak-
en pole positions in their
respective divisions.

Should their scores
hold up, those eight
players will not only earn
first-place prizes, but
head to Bayside Bowl
in Portland, Maine for
the PBA LBC National
Championships  Clash.
Four additional play-
ers — runner-ups in the
Open Classic, Women'’s
Classic and PBA Exempt
division, plus the highest
finishing super senior in
the Senior Classic divi-
sion — will round out the
12-player field.

The televised finals
will feature a $60,000 top
prize plus a shot at earn-
ing the coveted trophy:
The Duke.

Players can still enter
the 2024 PBA LBC Na-
tional Championships.
Learn more and sign up
here.

New Record

Graham Fach logged
a spectacular six-game
series last weekend to
establish a new PBA

LBC National Champion-
ships record with a 1,634
series.

He gave
PBA  Exempt

former
leader

Kris Prather the ax. He
chopped the pins at
Bowlero Mount Pros-
pect into lumber. I'm all

continued on page 3

B0 GOERGEN WINS HRST NATIONALTITLE T 2024 BAGD TRISTANS TARS, MENORIALOFE

by Jill Winters

COLUMBUS, Ohio
— Getting the chance
to step up and deliver
a double to win your
first national tour title
is something bowlers
dream about. Now imag-
ine you are 64 years old;
you've recently beat can-
cer and you are bowling
against the player who
has won the most titles
and money in the history
of the sport. You can'’t
write a plot line much
better than that and this
is now Bo Goergen'’s sto-

ry to tell.

“Who would have
thought | was going to
get my first national win
at 64 years old,” he said.
‘I am trying to let it sink
in.”

The championship
match atthe 2024 PBAGO
Tristan’s T A.P.S. Memo-
rial Open came down to
No. 2 seed Walter Ray
Williams Jr. against No.
4 seed Goergen. Last
year, Williams Jr. defeat-
ed Goergen on his way to
winning his first PBAG0

titte. Throughout match
play on Friday, Williams
Jr. had averaged 248
over five games, while
Goergen had the second
highest average at 240
over five games. They
were each undefeated
as the final match began.
As they both warmed up
Goergen said he and
Williams Jr. were talking
back and forth.

“He had got me the
last six times, and | told
him it was my turn,” Go-
ergen said. “He said,

‘Well, | am not going to
give it to you.’ | said, ‘I
don’t want you to give it
to me. | want to earn it
That was our conversa-
tion before we started.”
Goergen started off by
converting the 10 pin on
the left lane, while Wil-
liams Jr. doubled, which
included a light mixer
and the 5 pin being the
last to fall. He came back
smiling and blowing on
his right thumb. Goergen
responded with a double
continued on page 2

Bo Goergen and Wayne Webb
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of his own also blowing on his right thumb as he joked around with his opponent.
Williams Jr. followed that up with a strike then picked up a 10 pin also on the left
lane.

Goergen’s made the 2-8 sleeper and a second 10 pin. Williams remained per-
fect on the right lane and saw another 10-pin standing. As soon as he released
his ball his body language showed he wasn’t happy as he missed to the right and
came back covering his mouth. Goergen saw his opening and delivered back-to-
back pocket strikes that he was confidently walking out.

Williams threw a strike and then added some loft on his next left lane delivery
for a strike. In the eighth frame, again Goergen left the 2-8, which he converted.
He rolled another strike in the foundation frame to set him up for the 10th. Wil-
liams threw his fifth straight strike on the right lane then left his third 10 pin on the
left lane. He picked it up and patted himself on the back. He finished with a strike
and sat down posting a 226 game.

Prior to his crucial final frame, Goergen spoke with Storm PBA Tour Manager
Jim Callahan. They agreed he needed to do a 2-and-one move and keep the ball
in front of him. Goergen calmly flushed the first shot walking it out backwards and
did a fist pump. He took a deep breath and executed perfectly running his shot
out with a double fist pump. Needing to basically stay behind the line, the right-
hander stuck to his process, and before the ball hit the pins, he raised both arms
up triumphantly. He clapped and smiled as he hugged Williams Jr. after finishing
with 233.

“Somehow execute the shot you have been doing all day,” Goergen had told
himself. “It doesn’t matter who the opponent is, doesn’t matter the score. You
still have to get up there and beat the lanes and the pins. | was able to make two
great shots to win.”

Goergen, who is a USBC Hall of Famer, defeated fellow Hall of Fame players
Pete McCordic, Pete Weber and finally Williams Jr. to earn this title. It means a lot
to him, especially after he beat kidney cancer in November 2022 followed quickly
by knee replacement surgery about six weeks later. It was a difficult journey back
to where he is today. He contributes getting himself in the gym with helping him
achieve success again on the lanes from this win to his third career PBA regional
title at the 2023 BowITV PBA50 Regional Players Invitational in January. The self-
described gym rat even worked out before he started bowling Friday afternoon.

“At our age, it is hard to do. It is hard to be disciplined and it's hard to get up
and go into the gym,” he said. ‘I just really want to treat my body as a temple,
because | saw what four months of atrophy in the legs does. | had cancer surgery

and then knee replacement surgery right on top of each other. When | came out
of that, | was like, ‘how do | get these legs back in shape.’ Just grind, grind, grind.
It all started clicking at Ron Mohr’s tournament in November, cashed in every
event then won the PBA50 RPI and now this. It has been a good run.”

To get into the championship matches, Goergen defeated Pete Weber 205-
193. Williams Jr. defeated Walter Schaub Il 227-212. Goergen was in control of
the match then back-to-back splits in the eighth and ninth gave Weber a chance.
Weber struck in the ninth followed by a single pin spare and 7 count. Needing
just eight pins across two shots, Goergen converted a single pin and got nine to
advance, 205-193.

“Probably after a two-hour drive to Bowling Green it will be like, ‘Holy crap,
what did | just do?” he said about this feeling. “Tomorrow is another tournament
with a great field and a great prize fund, so let’'s go out and try to do it again.”

Goergen and Williams Jr. will be back on the lanes Saturday at the 2024
PBA50 Gary Schluchter Memorial Central/Midwest Classic.

2024 PBAG60 TRISTAN’S T.A.P.S. MEMORIAL OPEN FINAL STANDINGS:
1. Bo Goergen $8,000

2. Walter Ray Williams Jr. $4,500

3. Walter Schaub Il $2,500

4. Pete Weber $2,500

MATCH SCORES

Semifinal Matches —

Goergen def. Weber 205-193

Williams Jr. def. Schaub Il 227-212

Championship match — Goergen def. Williams Jr. 233-226
Final standings - 2024 PBAG60 Tristan’s T A.P.S. Memorial Open
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tapped out of lumberjack puns (ah, | snuck in one more!), but Fach never fell
short on strikes (another one at the buzzer!).

The Canadian never put himself in a 0-3 deficit, firing 280 to start his round.
After a series-low 237 in Game 2, he bounced back with 279 in his third game.

That’'s when Fach channeled his inner-Oiler to dominate in Games 4-6: With a
finish of 270, 279 and 289, Fach averaged 272.33 for his six games.

Fach seized the lead in the PBA Exempt division from a fellow Portland Lum-
berjack. Prather, who shot 1,529 on June 8, remains in second place and would
earn a Clash berth if his score holds.

About a dozen PBA Exempt players have yet to compete, but even perennial
Player of the Year candidate EJ Tackett will need to perform at his absolute peak
form to surpass Fach'’s record series.

New Leaders

With a 279 in his final game, Mark Blaha overtook the lead in the Open Classic
division on June 23. The Minnesota native’s 1,523 series has him in position for
the $25,000 first-place prize and a berth in the Clash.

Blaha brought a stuffed animal named “Duke” with him. He said Duke served
as a reminder of who inspired him to compete in the tournament: his six-year-old
son.

Bailey Mavrick currently sits in second place in the Open Classic division with
a score of 1,488. Mavrick would also qualify for the Clash should his score hold.

Earlier in June, William “Billy” Froberg fired 1,414 to move in front of the Senior
Classic division. A288 and 268 in the middle of his block powered the Michiganite
to the lead.

Watch Froberg’'s post-game interview here.

Chloe Hickland fired a 1,353 series (969 scratch) to take the lead in the all-new
Girls Jr. Handicap division. Hickland, the daughter of Creating The Difference’s
Ron Hickland Jr., sits in position to bring home a $2,500 SMART Scholarship.

Not-New Faces

Lennie Boresch Jr. won the Senior Classic division in 2023 and shot 1,357 this

year to move into fourth place. The PBA Hall of Famer is in line for a return trip to
Portland for the Clash as the leading super senior.

Danielle McEwan could also be heading back to Bayside Bowl. The 32-year-
old PWBA Tour star fired 1,266 to move into second place in the Women’s Clas-
sic division.

Honor Scores

Only two 300 games have been shot through five weekends: AJ Chapman
fired the event’s first perfect game on June 15, then Evin Anderson connected
for perfection later in June. To honor their perfect performances, Chapman and
Anderson will receive mini Duke trophies.

Before Fach’s absurd block, Riley Smith fired the 2024 event’s first 800 series.
The McKendree University standout began his round with games for 245, 299
and 259 for an 802 series.

PBA LBC NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP CLASH — ADVANCERS AS OF JULY 1
Open Classic
Mark Blaha, 1,523
Bailey Mavrick, 1,488

Women’s Classic
Gianna Brandolino, 1,396
Danielle McEwan, 1,266

PBA Exempt
Graham Fach, 1,634
Kris Prather, 1,529

Senior Classic
William Froberg, 1,414
Lennie Boresch Jr., 1,357

Men’s Handicap
Bobby Kunimura 1,567 (1,447 scratch)

Women’s Handicap
Kahlen Ranson, 1,451 (1,121 scratch)

Boys Jr. Handicap
Garrett Beyer, 1,461 (1,071 scratch)

Girls Jr. Handicap
Chloe Hickland, 1,353 (969 scratch)

More information on the PBA LBC National Championship tournament is avail-
able here.
Complete standings are available here.



https://www.facebook.com/PBALeagueBowlerCertification/videos/488692406923227/
https://www.pba.com/2024/may/second-annual-pba-lbc-national-championships-underway-chicago
https://www.leaguepals.com/league-info?id=651700d5a133995a4934151a&pbalbc=true
http://CALUSBC.COM
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Weekly Scratch 9-Gamer Every Tuesday

$55 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 6pm * Bowl at 7pm ¢ 1 in 5 Payout

7/9: Women’s US Ooen #4 / 7/16: The Hourglass

Saturday HDCP No-Tap Tournament

$30 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 11am ¢« Bowl at Noon * 1 in 5 Payout
4 Games on Same Pair of Lanes on House Shot

22771 Centre Dr. Lake Forest, CA 92630 (949) 770-0055

1216 W. Grove Avenue, Orange, CA 92865

We Specialize in:

* Resurfacing

e Lanes in Private Homes

* Pinsetter Parts & Supplies
* New Lane Installations

Distributors For:

* Qubica/A.M.F.

* Brunswick

e Century Lane Machines
* NEO Technologies

* Pinsetter Parts Plus

. lity Bowli . . .
;uality Bowlind — Online Ordering System at www.wpbowling.com

All Brands of Lane Conditioners 800 - 595 - 2695 ¢ Fax: 714 - 974 - 2681
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Corky DeMaio
Record Setter - Record Holder

by Frank Weiler

REDLANDS - Corky DeMaio is a “Living Legend” in these parts and in the
surrounding forest. He has done it all and continues to amaze as an 86 year old
bowler. At 86 he still is averaging above 200 and scoring. Just last week at Canyon
Lanes he rolled a 257 game and 634 series against my team! What'’s up with that?
Does Corky think “he’s still a 60 year old kid”? No matter what Corky thinks, he
is bowling like a young 60 year old.

But | am not writing about last week. Instead, | want to remind everyone that
Corky is “a Record Setter” and “a Record Holder”. His 833 (236-299-298) se-
ries rolled in the Noonlighters Senior League during the 2015-2016 season is the
highest senior league series ever bowled at Empire Bowl.

Now you may ask why | wish to remind everyone of Corky’s record. Is it because
Corky is my friend? No. Corky is my friend but that's not my reason for remind-
ing everyone of Corky’s record. Is it because Corky is a nice guy? No. Corky
is a gentleman in every sense of the word but not my reason. Is it because of an
oversight on my part? Yes, that’s it. You've got it?

Afew weeks ago | wrote an article entitled “Incredible — Historic — Memorable”
which described my team’s 2023-24 Golden Agers League championship season.
There | mistakenly wrote that the record high senior league series at Empire Bowl
was 828 rolled by Bobby Lyons and then tied by Larry Boyd. | forgot that my friend
Corky DeMaio surpassed those series! His 833 series is the senior league record.

Yes that’s it, “Corky DeMaio Record Setter - Record Holder”.

Call us if you need help with:

-Upper, Mid, and Low Back Pain-Disc Her-

NEW PATIENTS We Provide
CONSULTATION, Effective and
EXAM, X-RAYS ops .
AND REPORT Specific Analysis and
$37! Care, Relieving Pain By
Call 949-380-8883 Restoring Your Health
to schedule your Naturally!

appointment!

Dr. Daryl Kowalik, DC Watch our video
23731 El Toro Rd., Suite C
Lake Forest, CA 92630

Located at corner of Rockfield

w/patient
testimonials at

) DrKowalik.com
in the Home Depot Center. -

-Neck Pain  -Pinched Nerves

-Migraines -Headaches

niations and Bulges
-Sciatica

-Scoliosis

-Digestive Issues
-Heartburn

-Auto Collision Injuries
-Whiplash
-Numbness

-Tingling

-Asthma

-Allergies

-Pain with Pregnancy
-Menstrual Pain

-Ear Infections

-Wellness



http://www.hhlawgroup.com
http://DrKowalik.com
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Los Angeles Gounty

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712
(562) 421-8448 « Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com * Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.
Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

Orange County

FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630
(949) 770-0055  Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com * Manager: Jon Diso
Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

Las Vegas
Laughlin

GOLD COAST -70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4000 W. Flamingo Road
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(800) 331-5334

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 Florence, Downey, CA 90240
(562) 927-3351 * Fax: (562) 928-5453
www.delriolanes.com * Mgr: Sabrina Gonzalez
Email: Sabrina@delriolanes.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Bivd.,
La Habra, CA 90631
(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www./h300bowl.com

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(888) 365-7111

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave.,
Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244
gardenabowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692
(949) 586-5300 * Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com
Mgr: John Chapman * Email: john@saddlebacklanes.com

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 « Fax: 702-298-2687

Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 868-3261 « Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com * Mgr: Dave Piazza
Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683
(714) 893-5005 » Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com
Mgr: Jennifer Chow * Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center
5111 Boulder Highway
Las Vegas, NV 89122
(800) 634-6371 « SamsTown.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Bivd.,
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558
oaktreelanes.net

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350
(661) 254-0540 * Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com
Email: scl4dusc@aol.com
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TEMP. OFFICE NUMBER: 626-252-2985
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E-mail: news@californiabowlingnews.com
Website: www.californiabowlingnews.com

MIRA MESA LANES -44
8210 Mira Mesa Bivd.,
San Diego, CA 92126
(858) 578-0500
miramesalanes.com

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Bivd.
South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
9090 Alta Drive,

Las Vegas, NV 89145
(702) 636-7400

BUENA LANES -42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com
Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net
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California Bowling News is NOT responsible for ADS,
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Riverside &

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Gary Forman
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com
(657)210-2695

BOWLIUM LANES - 32
4666 E. Holt Bivd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528  Fax: (909) 626-2144
www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION

Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara
3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
info@calusbc.com ¢ calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com
(562)449-4527

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr.,
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120 Fax: (951) 922-2385

Located next to Morongo Casino

NORTH COUNTY USBC

Association Manager - Ross LaBar
306 W. El Norte Pkwy #95, Escondido, CA 92026
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com

www.ncusbca.com

(714)322-2780

(D

VENTURA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Debbie Brickell
vcusbc@gmail.com
(805)339-9334

CITRUS BELT

Association Manager - Elise Hamner
667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410

citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

GREATER
LA COUNTY USBC

Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara
3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
E-Mail: info@glacusbc.com

lacusbc.com
(562) 426-2030 Fax: (562) 426-2032

ORANGE COUNTY
Association Manager - Stacie Osborn
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org
(714) 554-0111

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

Association Manager - Annette Anderson
1832 Greenacre Rd., Pomona, CA 91768
E-Mail: sgvusbc@amail.com
(909) 326-1201

SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.
Association Manager - Donald Way
7840 EI Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: sandiegousbc@gmail.com
www.sandiegobowling.com
(619)697-3334
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