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by Jill Winters
In addition to worrying 

about how to make the right 
adjustment on the bowling 
lanes and executing clutch 
shots against the best bowl-
ers in the world, imagine 
you also felt this added 
layer of pressure that ev-
ery move you made either 
added to or could change 
the perception of what the 
gay community is.

For Scott Norton, that is 
the weight he carried with 
him from the time he was a 
rising junior bowler in Cal-
ifornia to being the young-
est member at the time on 
Team USA and then fulfill-
ing his dream on the PBA 
Tour.

He would expend all his 
energy projecting an outgo-
ing and friendly personality 
on the outside while inside 
he felt he was the face of 
the gay community. He 
was finally able to release 
some of the built-up anxi-
ety at the 2012 World Se-

Scott Norton Was The Face Of 
The Gay Community On PBA Tour
Scott Norton would expend all his energy projecting an outgoing personality on the 

outside while inside he felt he was the face of the gay community

ries of Bowling Chameleon 
Championship.

“I had been married 
for a year and we had just 
bought a house together,” 
Norton said about his re-
lationship with husband, 
Craig Woodward. “It was 
a lot of life stuff that hap-
pened, and I came in with a 
better mindset.”

His arm swing was free. 
He was focused on each 

shot, and he was bowling 
at South Point in Las Ve-
gas, which is the same cen-
ter where he won the 2010 
World Series of Bowling 
Chameleon Championship. 
It had been two years since 
the lefty had won a tourna-
ment, and he did everything 
he could in his final two 
frames to defeat defending 
champion Jason Belmonte 
for the title.

“I threw four of the best 
shots I’ve ever thrown in 
the most pressure-packed 
situation I had been in in 
my life at that point,” said 
the 2011 PBA Rookie of 
the Year. “I did my job. Ev-
erything else was out of my 
hands and then the rest is 
history.”

Belmonte needed a 
strike and six pins to win 

Bette Addington has 
been named to join the 
CAUSBC Hall OF Fame 
for Meritorious Service. 
She resides in Bakersfield 
and has been a Bakers-
field /WBA Golden Empire 
USBC Association board 
member since 1988 (32 
years). She has been both 
President and Vice-Presi-
dent of her Association and a delegate to both the State and 
National Associations. Bette writes a bowling column bi-
weekly for her local association and publishes it on their 
website and Facebook page.

She has been a delegate for over 20 years with both 
CWBA and CAUSBC and has been an active participant 
on credentials and teller committee’s numerous times. She 
has written Convention recaps after each convention and 
quickly posts them on the CAUSBC website and Bowling 
News. She has even stepped up to do the recording sec-
retary on occasions with a smile! Bette keeps track of the 
California bowling events and sends a calendar updated 
weekly to California Bowling News and Bowling World. 

She has won numerous awards for her articles and she 
is a founding member of the California Bowling Writers 
and the current President of the organization. She is one 
busy lady and very deserving of this Award!

Lynn Graves has been 
named to join the CAUSBC 
Hall Of Fame for Meritori-
ous Service. She lives in 
Chula Vista and has been 
a certified bowler for over 
50 years. She has been a 
member of the San Diego 
WBA and the San Diego 
USBC for over 50 years. 
She has served as the SD-
WBA President from 1983 

to 1988. She was the Association Manager for the SDW-
BA and the SDUSBC from 1988 to 2020. She has been a 
director of both organizations since 1970.

She has conducted the SDUSBC championship tourna-
ments, Open, Womens, and Youth. She was also the Di-
rector of the Men’s Masters, Womens Queens, the Guys 
and Gals tournaments, and the Senior Open tournament. 
She has been with the CAUSBC and the California State 
WBA since 1997 to present. She has served as the Sgt at 
Arms and has been on the BVL, Hall Of Fame, Strategic 
Planning, Legislation, Senior Tournament and Convention 
committee over the years. 

She served as one of the Assistant Sgt at Arms for the 
WIBC convention from 1983 to 2006. She was in the local 
San Diego 600 Club, San Diego 200 Club and served as 
the PTA secretary for her children’s schools. 

She was inducted into the SDWBA Hall Of Fame in 
1993 and is also a member of the Bowling Writers Hall 
of Fame. Thank you for your many years of service to the 
Bowlers.

Charles “Chuck” Rus-
sell Ellena has been named 
to join the CAUSBC Hall 
of Fame for Meritorious 
Service. He is receiving 
this award posthumously 
for all the great work he did 
for our Youth bowlers. 

When Chuck arrived at 
Fort MacArthur (San Pe-
dro, California) in 1960, only adults were allowed to use 
the bowling lanes at Fort MacArthur bowl. He felt that the 
youth needed a place to bowl and after several months of 

Addington, Graves & Ellena 
Entering CAUSBC Hall of Fame

by Mike Lucas - Awards Co-Chair

Kelly Kulick Wins 2021 PWBA Albany Open
SOUTH GLENS 

FALLS, N.Y. - Kelly Ku-
lick of Union, New Jersey, 
was in complete control 
of her game this week at 
the Professional Women’s 
Bowling Association Al-
bany Open, and her master-
ful performance concluded 
with a return to the win-
ner’s circle for the first time 
since 2017.

The United States Bowl-
ing Congress Hall of Famer 
defeated two-time reign-
ing PWBA Player of the 
Year Shannon O’Keefe of 
Shiloh, Illinois, in a thrill-
ing title match at Kingpin’s 
Alley Family Fun Center, 
228-217, to record her sev-
enth PWBA Tour victory.

The championship round 
was broadcast live on 
BowlTV.com, with Kulick 
earning $10,000 for the 
win. O’Keefe collected 
$5,000 for the runner-up 
finish.

Kulick’s last win on tour 
came at the 2017 PWBA 
Fountain Valley Open, and 
her victory Saturday was 
her second since the re-

launch of the PWBA Tour 
in 2015.

The 44-year-old right-
hander entered Saturday’s 
competition as the tourna-
ment leader and retained 
that spot through 12 more 
games to earn the top seed 
for the stepladder finals, av-
eraging more than 240 for 
her 24 qualifying games.

O’Keefe never let her 
out of her sights, however, 
averaging more than 238 to 
finish qualifying in second 
place.

The 14-time tour cham-
pion continued to pressure 
Kulick as the title match 
got underway, rolling three 
consecutive strikes after a 
spare in the first frame to 
take the early advantage.

Kulick maintained her 
hold on the pocket on this 
week’s 36-foot oil pattern, 
but she didn’t record a dou-
ble through the first five 
frames.

A small adjustment in 
her physical game helped 
her create a better angle 

through the pins, resulting 
in four consecutive strikes, 
starting in the sixth frame.

“I talked with my tour 
reps and wondered if I 
needed to make a ball 
change,” said Kulick, a 
17-time Team USA mem-
ber. “After talking about 
it, I told them I knew what 
I needed to do. I got my 
hand underneath the bowl-
ing ball and started to go 
around it a bit more, to 
create more angularity off 

2021 PWBA Albany Open Champion Kelly Kulick
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Over the Memorial Day weekend, a friend of mine 
sent an email and mentioned the passing of Ted Hoff-
man Jr., the longtime Western Regional Director for 
the Professional Bowlers Association. It seems like 
only yesterday that Ted passed away, on May 30, 
2016. Time is an unusual concept, because in other 
respects it seems like many, many years ago that we 
lost Ted due to a lengthy illness at the tender age of 
76. 

When I searched on the internet for information 
on Mr. Hoffman, I located his obituary at legacy.com, 
and remembered not only his thorough dedication, 
but also his early introduction to the game of bowling. 
Just like Dick Ritger and Mike Durbin, he was born 
into bowling by parents that operated their own bowl-
ing establishment in suburban Philadelphia. 

Ted was a bowling star at an early age, and at 
16 was the youngest in the world at that time to roll 
a sanctioned 300 game. Although he never won a 
PBA national event, he finished second on four dif-
ferent occasions. After competing in more than 100 
PBA events, he decided that it was time to stay home 
and help raise his four sons. In 1968 Ted and his fam-
ily moved from Pennsylvania to California, where he 
managed an impressive group of professional bowl-
ers that were sponsored by Smallcomb Enterprises.

It was also about this time that Ted was instru-
mental in formulating the Western Region of the 
PBA, where he continued as the Western Regional 
Director for more than 30 years. Later he became 
the managing partner of Earl Anthony’s Bowling Cen-
ters in Northern California. My fond recollection of Mr. 
Hoffman is still posted in the Guest Book at legacy.
com, something that many of you might enjoy: 

Ted Hoffman Jr. - Gone, But Not Forgotten
by Dave Williams

Ted’s dedication to bowling is beyond comparison. 
To devote 50 years (and all those weekends) says a 
lot about his love for the game of bowling. My fondest 
memory is from the late 1970’s, when I was always 
stretching the boundary of the hair length (just below 

Ted Hoffman Jr. at 2009 PBA Gala Event

l-r) Fred Schreyer, Ryan Ciminelli, Susie Anthony and Ted Hoffman at 2011 Earl Anthony Memorial Tournament
Portions of Ted Hoffman’s early life adapted from legacy.com • Albert Einstein’s amazing quotes 

available on line, or at brainyquote.com  • Photos provided compliments of PBA, LLC

the collar line!), and wearing “denim slacks” at the 
PBA events. After Ted’s polite suggestion to get my 
hair cut before the next event, I decided to go for a 
permanent, like Larry Laub and many of the other 
top stars had done. I hated it! So in the process of 
letting it grow out, I had very straight hair on top, and 
a curly bottom. When I showed up at the next tour-
nament, Ted said “That’s an interesting design you 
have going on there.” (I finished 5th, so I probably 
should have kept that hairdo). Condolences to the 
family and thanks for sharing Ted with all of us in the 
bowling world.

It’s interesting how circumstances lead us into 
life changing events, almost by design. In the case 
of Ritger, Durbin and Hoffman, bowling was in-
evitable because of their parents’ involvement, but 
as we learned from last week’s article, it can also 
be due to geographic circumstances. In the video 
from Bowlers Gazette, at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=bUJckUdn6Fs, we learned that both Mark 
Roth and Jay Robinson began bowling because a 
bowling center was built just a few blocks from their 
home. When the bowling center opened, they decid-
ed to try it out. 

A similar circumstance occurred in my life when 
a bowling center was built below our home on the 
Apple Blossom Highway that runs through the town 
of Sebastopol, California. It wasn’t long before I had 
made a permanent path down the hill toward the 
newly constructed L & L Lanes. It would be interest-
ing to see how many professional bowlers (or any 
of you) were influenced by bowling parents, or close 
proximity to a bowling center. My expectation is that 
the number would be very high. (If anyone has an 
interesting tale about how they became a part of the 
bowling world, please share it with the editor and 
perhaps we can summarize the responses in anoth-
er column).

And just like our experience with location, time is 
also an important factor in the osmosis of  bowlers. 
Were it not for the “bowling boom” taking place in 
the United States during the early 1960’s, the crop of 
young bowlers that were developed would not have 
taken place. And bowling legends, like Ted Hoffman 
Jr., would not have taken their rightful place in ser-
vice  and devotion to the game that we all love.

Albert Einstein once wrote regarding time, that the 
distinction between past, present and future is only 
an illusion. It is most definitely an unusual concept 
in that the value of every individual day increases as 
you grow old, and you begin to cherish things that 
were taken for granted in your formative years. Ein-
stein recognized this later in his own life when he 
wrote that based upon his experience, time was in-
deed real and that perhaps the laws of physics were 
not as permanent as he once thought.

“The more I study science, the more I believe in 
God,” said Einstein near the end of his life. Bowl-
ing legend Len Nicholson summed it up nicely when 
he wrote the following among the tributes to Ted at 
legacy.com:  My boss, my friend and my mentor will 
be missed. Heaven is now a much better place.

http://legacy.com
http://legacy.com
http://legacy.com
http://legacy.com
http://brainyquote.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUJckUdn6Fs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bUJckUdn6Fs
http://legacy.com
http://Strike12Creations.com
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The 2021 PWBA Tour season continues. After the BVL OPEN at Farmingdale on Long Island eight cham-
pions have been crowned.  There have been many exciting highlights including Liz Johnson rolling a perfect 
300 game during the BOWL-TV step ladder finals at the Lincoln Open.  That perfecto earned Liz a $10,000 
bonus and placed her second on this season’s Earnings List.

Julia Bond and Stephanie Zavala have been the  most consistent players  on Tour for the first eight tourna-
ments this season.  Bond ranks first in Earnings, Points, Wins and Cashes.  She ranks second in Average.  
That’s first or second on five of the seven PWBA Tour Leader Lists.  Zavala ranks first in Average and Wins.

Our CALIFORNIA Tour players are doing very well.  Besides Zavala, Missy Parkin ranks high on most  
PWBA Tour Leader Lists including tying for first place with three Championship Round Appearances and 
placing second in Points and third in Earnings.

Current 2021 PWBA Tour Leaders After The BVL Open
by Frank Weiler EARNINGS

1. Julia Bond  $38,600
2. Liz Johnson  31,000
3. Missy Parkin  23,700

POINTS
1. Julia Bond  66,450
2. Missy Parkin  55,850
3. Dasha  Kovalova 55,475

AVERAGE
1. Stephanie Zavala 218.88
2. Julie Bond  216.92
3. Birgit Noreiks  216.64

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND APPEARANCES 
1. Missy Parkin  3
1. Erin McCarthy  3       
1. Dasha Kovalova 3                 

MATCH PLAY APPEARANCES 
1. Shannon O’Keefe 7
2. Dasha Kovalova 6
 Lindsay Boomershine 6

CASHES
1. Julia Bond  8
 Dasha Kovalova
 Four Others Tied

WINS
1. Julia Bond   2
 Stephanie Zavala  2
2. Four Tied  1

               

Every PWBA Tournament is broadcast live on 
BOWL-TV.  You can follow our California players 
there.  Also, BOWL.COM provides live scoring for 
each tournament.  

It’s time to begin supporting our female profes-
sional bowlers.  Please subscribe to BOWL-TV now.  

                     

           

     

The TOP THREE bowlers on each PWBA Tour 
Leader List follows:

http://calusbc.com
http://BOWL.COM
https://t.e2ma.net/click/ao0hmf/qk4ulh/64e5t7
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With this year’s Bowl 
Expo taking place in Lou-
isville, Kentucky Starting 
June 21 through June 24, 
California Bowling is invit-
ing everyone to their booth 
(#633) to check out excit-
ing upcoming releases for 
all their four brands (Swag, 
Legends, LaneMasters, and 
Lord Field) as well as their 
Wrist Supports, tape, and 
other accessories.

As you may have read 
in previous publications, 
The Swag line of bowling 
balls is a newly registered 
product with the PBA and 
PBA50 tours. To celebrate 
this joyous occasion, a 
Swag ball of your choice 
will be given away dur-
ing the event. Just visit the 
booth and enter for your 
chance to win! 

Unable to attend? Check 
out the Swag Bowling 
Facebook page to get a 
glimpse of the booth or 
visit www.californiabowl-
ingllc.com to check out 
exciting products. Put some 
Swag in your bag!!!

Win a FREE 
SWAG ball at 

Bowl Expo!
discussion with the base Commander juniors were bowl-
ing in that tiny 6 lane center. 

When those 6 lanes were shipped to Fort Irwin in the 
1970’s Chuck asked his friend Andy Marzich if he had 
room at Pro Bowl for his “KIDS” Andy graciously said 
yes and the Fort Mac youth bowlers had a new home! 
Chuck was actively engaged with neighboring bowling 
establishments, so his Youth bowlers were treated well. 

One of the joys he had was working with the special 
needs bowlers, hands-on coaching, and helping in leagues 
and tournaments. When people sought to establish the 
Southeast District Junior

Bowling Association Chuck’s name was mentioned, 
and he was asked to help start the Association, which he 
did, and worked as an officer in the S.E.D.J.B.A. until his 
passing in May of 1977. 

After his passing the Association named a tournament 
in his honor, and the Association created the “Chuck El-
lena Award” to be given sparingly, and only to the most 
deserving adult or junior members. In the summer of 1976 
for 13 full weekends, the LAJBA and the SEDJBA co-
hosted the California State Youth Tournament. 

Under Chuck’s leadership the summer was a complete 
success, and he was asked to help create a State Junior As-
sociation. He went to Fresno in 1965 and along with other 
very special men and women started the California State 
Junior Bowling Association. Chuck went to every State 
convention and served in every way he was asked until his 
passing. Chuck was one of the early leaders in this State 
promoting junior/youth bowling. He valued fair play and 
good sportsmanship. He was only able to give the children 
of California 17 years, but that was all he had. He was 48 
years old when he passed.

His bowlers were his pallbearers! Thank you, “Chuck”, 
for all you did for the youth bowlers and bowling!

Hall of Fame continued from page 1

mailto:cap685%40hotmail.com?subject=
http://www.californiabowlingllc.com
http://www.californiabowlingllc.com
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the spot. I know I have the tools and the knowledge, but 
you have trust what you’re able to do. I trusted myself, like 
I had all week long.”

Kulick entered the final frame with the opportunity to 
roll two more strikes to shut out O’Keefe, but a light hit 
on her first delivery resulted in a 7 pin. She converted the 
spare and struck on her fill ball to force O’Keefe to double 
for her second win of the season.

O’Keefe, who won the season-opening PWBA Bowlers 
Journal Classic, left a 3-10 split on the first shot of her 10th 
frame, allowing Kulick to raise the trophy.

Kulick had finished as the runner-up five times since 
her win in 2017, including earlier this season at the PWBA 
Lincoln Open.

Saturday’s run to the stepladder finals was her third 
championship-round appearance in five events this sea-
son, and her confidence is growing as she looks ahead at 
the rest of the year.

“I came out here for two reasons - to have fun and enjoy 
bowling again and to know I could win again,” Kulick said. 
“Age is just a number, and I still feel energetic, youthful 
and like I’m in great shape. With the way I’m throwing it 
right now, I’m building confidence, and I know the sky is 
the limit for the rest of the season. I’ve been bowling smart 
and trusting myself, and the fact that I’m making shows on 
multiple patterns means my versatility is still there, too.”

O’Keefe advanced to the title match by defeating her 

PWBA continued from page 1

NEW YORK, NY – Competition on the PBA National Tour is about to heat up 
as the PBA officially announces the return of the Summer Tour as a part of the 
2021 Guaranteed Rate PBA Tour schedule with a $40,000 bonus prize purse up 
for grabs.

The 2021 Guaranteed Rate PBA Summer Tour will award five PBA Tour titles 
across the country and be live-streamed exclusively from start to finish on Flo-
Bowling, the PBA’s online streaming partner. The Summer Tour begins with the 
PBA Lubbock Sports Open on July 23-26 and continues with stops in Houston, 
Texas, July 29-Aug. 1; Jonesboro Ark., Aug. 6-Aug. 8; Coldwater, Ohio, Aug. 12-
Aug. 15; and Chesapeake, Va., Aug. 20-Aug. 22.

In between Summer Tour stops, players will have an opportunity to compete 
in Regional Tour events in the PBA Ernst Apparel Central Classic in Minister, 
Ohio on Aug. 10-12 and the PBA Clean Air Solutions LLC. Biz Hampton Open in 
Hampton, Va. on Aug. 16-18.

All PBA Summer Tour tournaments will be classified as Tier 3 points events 
under the PBA’s Tier 1-2-3 points system. The top ten points earners from the 
Summer Tour will share in the $40,000 bonus prize – including $20,000 to the 
points leader. Second to fourth place earners will receive $7,000, $4,000, and 
$3,000, with fifth to 10th place finishers each collecting $1,000.

Tournament formats prize funds and registration for the 2021 Guaranteed 
Rate PBA Summer Tour events are available on PBA.com.

While the PBA’s main priority continues to be the health and safety of its play-
ers and staff, the organization is thrilled to share that fans are invited to watch the 
world’s best bowlers compete live and participate in pro-ams while following local 
and federal COVID-19 guidelines. Policies are outlined in Tournament Notes for 
each event on PBA.com. Fans can catch all the action of the 2021 PBA Summer 
Tour, including qualifying and the stepladder finals live on FloBowling. Select 
highlights will be available on @PBATour’s social media handles across Twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube.

PBA SUMMER TOUR RETURNS 
WITH $40,000 BONUS PRIZE 
PURSE STARTING JULY 23RD

by Jill Laufer

former student-athlete at McKendree University, Breanna 
Clemmer of Clover, South Carolina, 247-193.

O’Keefe is the head coach for the women’s bowling 
program at McKendree, and Clemmer attended the univer-
sity from 2016-2020. O’Keefe and Clemmer helped bring 
the Bearcats titles at the 2017 NCAA Women’s Bowling 
Championship and Intercollegiate Team Championships.

Clemmer, a rookie on tour this season, made her second 
consecutive championship-round appearance after record-
ing a third-place finish at last week’s PWBA BVL Open in 
Farmingdale, New York.

The 23-year-old right-hander advanced to the semifi-
nals by defeating three-time PWBA Tour champion Ste-
fanie Johnson of McKinney, Texas, in the opening game of 
the stepladder, 213-192. Clemmer closed with four strikes 
to shut out Johnson, who made her first championship-
round appearance of 2021.

The 66-player field in South Glens Falls bowled 12 
games Friday, before the first cut to the top 32 athletes. 
Advancers bowled an additional six-game block Saturday 
morning, with the top 12 competing in a final six-game 
round to determine the four bowlers for the stepladder, 
based on 24-game pinfall totals.

The PWBA Tour will head to Smyrna, Tennessee, next 
week for the PWBA Greater Nashville Open. The event 
will be held at the Smyrna Bowling Center and take place 
June 10-12.

http://www.wpbowling.com
mailto:news@californiabowlingnews.com
http://www.californiabowlingnews.com
http://PBA.com
http://PBA.com
https://t.e2ma.net/click/yay1hf/qk4ulh/enenk7
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the tournament for the second year in a row. He threw the 
ball slightly right of his target, the pins mixed around, and 
a messenger flew across the deck and tapped the 10 pin. 
It didn’t fall and Norton won 227-223. A flood of emo-
tions and the weight of feeling like an outsider in the sport 
he dreamed to compete in were released. He finally felt 
validated.

“Thinking back on it, I almost pity that person because 
I know where those tears came from,” he reflected. “Those 
tears came from a place of finally feeling good enough. 
They were almost more tears of worth than they were of 
happiness.”

And then came a historic moment as Norton’s husband 
came out to congratulate him on the win. The spouses 
hugged and kissed each other just like other winners have 
done after winning a tournament. A few months after the 
show aired, an article by Outsports went viral announc-
ing Norton’s winning moment was the first nationally tele-
vised same-sex kiss seen on ESPN.

“Honestly, it felt like such a momentous thing that 
should have helped bring a lot of attention to the sport and 
how unique and diverse the sport is,” he said. “I would be 
lying if I didn’t say I was a little disappointed. I was fully 
ready to carry the ball and show people our little world. 
But it never happened.

“Representation is what breaks down barriers,” he said. 
“To actually get faces out there of the people that are doing 
sports that allows people to see people instead of nameless 
communities. When you see the faces and you hear the 
stories of the people it is a lot harder to say bad things and 
demonize them.”

One of those iconic faces representing the gay commu-
nity while crossing over into bowling is Billie Jean King, 
owner of the New York City Kingpins that competes in the 
PBA League. Norton was on the team owned by one of his 
role models. During the league’s inaugural season in 2013, 
they won and claimed the Elias Cup. King was there for 
the winning moment.

Norton got the chance to talk to tennis legend after the 
win while they waited at the airport to head home. He re-
members her being genuinely excited for the whole team 
and the two of them also talked about being gay in sports.

“She was one of the first people that I knew was gay,” 
he said about King. “And then to be that successful and out 
was an inspiration.” 

He may not realize it, but he is an inspiration himself.

Back when he was living in Utah and going to school, 
he faced a challenging situation while he was a junior di-
rector at a Brunswick bowling center. There were parents 
who pulled their kids out his program because they didn’t 
want their children around him. He dedicated hours help-
ing kids and they were getting better. Eventually, some of 
those parents changed their minds.

“It forces people to deal with these scary stereotypes 
they have been exposed to that have no basis in reality,” 
as he reflected on the experience. “Diversity is important 
and there is a place in this world for everybody. So, it was 
nice helping the kids and the parents open their eyes to the 
world.”

Norton continued from page 1
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ADULT/SENIOR
VIP DOUBLES
TOURNAMENT

Locals and Walk-Ons Are Welcome!
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FOR INFORMATION CONTAC T: 

JOYCE DALTON–JENSEN (619) 251–9660
www.Laughlinblast.com
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Prior to being on Team USA, Norton came out to an-
other youth bowler who was also a friend.  

“I was like 15 or 16 and he was gay, too,” he said about 
this now more than 20-year friendship. “We were the first 
to be able to trust that information with each other. I don’t 
know that I can overstate the bond that creates when you 
are in such a vulnerable point in your life, and you find 
people that love and accept you no matter what.”

He credits having a strong husband and family, which 
includes his mother, Virginia, who is the USBC Hall of 
Fame, with helping him through the years. Another per-
son who always accepted him was his best friend, PWBA 
champion Missy Parkin, who even roomed with him on 
the PBA Tour until the PWBA made a return in 2015. He 
refers to her as the Grace to his Will, a reference to the 
hit comedy show, Will & Grace. When she left the tour, 
he roomed by himself which he said was not easy, but he 
understood where the guys were coming from.

Even though Norton stopped bowling professionally 
in 2015 – after experiencing “severe burn out” – and he 
considers himself “basically retired,” he still has bowlers 
thanking him for being a role model and proving to them 
they can pursue a dream career in bowling just like he did.  
He was recently thanked by a youth bowler, and he is opti-
mistic the younger generation will have a major impact on 
the diversity of the game moving forward.

“It is not just the LGBT player base,” he said. “It’s 
African-Americans, it’s Latinos, it’s Asians. There just 
needs to be outreach in the communities to give especially 
young people role models in those different categories to 
really show them bowling is for everybody and create ex-
citement among all walks of life.”

The same-sex kiss was nine years ago but Norton feels 
like media outlets have become more comfortable show-
ing those types of moments and openly talking more about 
diversity and representation. He would love to see media 
outlets take more chances by telling the stories of diverse 
athletes to give everyone the chance to see people like 
them and believe they can do it too.

“I remember what it was like for me, and I was taught 
from a young age to leave the world better than when you 
came into it,” he said on the impact he wants to leave. 
“That was the major driving factor to me wanting to stay 
out on tour and really show people that I was just like 
anybody else.”

For now, Norton and Woodward are living in Mission 
Viejo, California. Norton opened, Nerdy By Nature Es-
cape Rooms in October 2019 and is seeing business pick 
up after the pandemic lockdown. And if given the oppor-
tunity, he would love to do commentary at a PBA event 
held at Bayside Bowl in Portland, Maine. If he ever gets 
the chance, he will likely nail it just like how he has han-
dled other big moments in his life.

Craig Woodward & Scott Norton

Looking for Energetic, Committed 
and Responsible Employees

in Southern California
Mechanics  

Desk, Bar, Food Service
Send resumes to 

BOWLINGJOBS@YAHOO.COM

WANTED

http://RiversideResort.com
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FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630

(949) 770-0055 • Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com • Manager: Jon Diso

Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Blvd., 
La Habra, CA 90631

(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www.lh300bowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692

(949) 586-5300 • Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com

Mgr: John Chapman • Email:  john@saddlebacklanes.com

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683

(714) 893-5005 • Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com

Mgr: Jennifer Chow • Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

KEARNY MESA BOWL - 40
7585 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., 

San Diego, CA 92111
(858) 279-1501

MIRA MESA LANES - 44
8210 Mira Mesa Blvd., 
San Diego, CA 92126

(858) 578-0500
miramesalanes.com

GOLD COAST - 70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4000 W. Flamingo Road 
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(800) 331-5334

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103

(888) 365-7111

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 • Fax: 702-298-2687
Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center

5111 Boulder Highway
 Las Vegas, NV 89122

(800) 634-6371 • SamsTown.com

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Blvd. 

South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center

9090 Alta Drive, 
Las Vegas, NV 89145

(702) 636-7400 

BUENA LANES - 42BUENA LANES - 42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 930031788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003

(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com 

Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712

(562) 421-8448 • Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com • Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.

Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 E. Florence, Downey, CA 90240
(562) 927-3351 • Fax: (562) 928-5453

www.delriolanes.com • Mgr: Mike Cammarata
Email: Mike@delriolanes.com

GABLE HOUSE BOWL - 40
22501 Hawthorne Blvd., 

Torrance, CA 90505
(310) 378-2265

gablehousebowl.com

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave., 

Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244

gardenabowl.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650

(562) 868-3261 • Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com • Mgr: Dave Piazza

Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Blvd., 

Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558 

oaktreelanes.net

PICKWICK BOWL - 24
921 W. Riverside Drive,  Burbank, CA 91506

(818) 845-5300 Ext. 350 or Ext. 351
Pickwick Gardens Bowl and Ice Center

“Where The Fun Never Stops”

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350

(661) 254-0540 • Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com

Email: scl4usc@aol.com
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SAN GABRIEL VALLEY
Association Manager - Linda Johnson-Pilios

4020 Shadydale Ave., Covina, CA 91722  
E-Mail: thumpr2@verizon.net

(626) 337-6270 Fax: (626) 960-9260

CITRUS BELT
Association Manager - Elise M. Hamner

667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410
citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

ORANGE COUNTY
Association Manager - Andrea Fredericks
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396  

E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org
(714) 554-0111

NORTH L.A. COUNTY
Association Manager - Tom Leigh

1158 26th St. # 470, Santa Monica, CA 90403
email: nlacbowling@gmail.com  website: nlacbowling.com

(818) 810-6263

SOUTH L.A. COUNTY
Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara

3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
E-Mail: info@slacusbc.com • slacusbc.com

(562) 426-2030 Fax: (562) 426-2032

LO
C

A
L U

S
B

C
 A

S
S

O
C

IA
T

IO
N

S

SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.
Association Manager - Donald Way

7840 El Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: sandiegousbc@gmail.com

www.sandiegobowling.com
(619)697-3334

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION
Association Manager - Larry Peppers
55 Mitchell Blvd. Suite 2, San Rafael, CA 94903  

larry.peppers@calusbc.com • www.calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com

(415)492-8880

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Gary Forman
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396

ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com

(657)210-2695

NORTH COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Karen Salazar

PO Box 5987, Oceanside, CA 92052
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com

www.ncusbca.com
(760)213-4997

VENTURA COUNTY USBC
Asst. Manager - Cheryl Smith

vcusbc@gmail.com
(805)339-9334

Riverside &
San Bernardino
BOWLIUM LANES - 32

4666 E. Holt Blvd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528 • Fax: (909) 626-2144

www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr., 
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120  Fax: (951) 922-2385
Located next to Morongo Casino
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