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EJ TACKETT GLIMBS LADDER, WINS SECOND
GCONSEGUTIVE PBA WORLD GHAMPIONSHIP

Tackett goes hiack-to-hack makes Player of the Year statement

by Nolan Hughes

ALLEN PARK - EJ
Tackett wrote another il-
lustrious chapter in his
young career on Sunday
afternoon at Strobl Arena
in Thunderbowl! Lanes in
Allen Park, Mich.

Tackett, the lone
right-hander in the field,
defeated four consecu-
tive southpaws — Eric
Jones, Graham Fach,
Jesper Svensson and
top seed Matt Russo —
to win the PBA World
Championship title. He
not only defended his
2023 title but claimed the
third World Champion-
ship victory of his career.

In the grand finale
of the World Series of
Bowling XV, Tackett be-
came the seventh player
in PBA history to reach
23 titles and five major
victories. He joined Wal-
ter Ray Williams Jr., Earl
Anthony, Norm Duke,
Pete Weber, Jason Bel-
monte, and Mike Aulby.

“'m still young. I've

2024 PBA World Championship Winner EJ Tackett with son Tripp

got a lot of career left,”
Tackett said. “It's some-
thing you can’t really
think about. I've always
said that I'm going to go
out for about 20 years,
give it my all and be com-
petitive. Hopefully over
the next decade, | can
continue to perform well

and win some champion-
ships. Who knows where
this might take me.”
Tackett, Russo, Svens-
son and Fach clinched
berths in Sunday’s finals
by qualifying in the top
four of the PBA World
Championship,  which
consisted of 61 games

MATT RUSS0 WINS SECOND GAREER TITLE
AT PBA SCORPION CHAMPIONSHIP

Top seed Russo wins all-two-handed stepladder finals

ALLEN PARK - A
theme developed at
Strobl Arena inside
Thunderbowl Lanes in
Allen Park, Mich. On
Tuesday night, in an all-
two-handed stepladder
final, Matt Russo took
down the No. 2 seed to
claim the second PBA
Tour title of his career.

The top seeded

by Nolan Hughes
Russo defeated Packy
Hanrahan, 228-192, in
the PBA Scorpion Cham-
pionship title match as
part of the World Series
of Bowling XV.

“I've dreamed of this
since | was a kid,” Russo
said. “It's one thing to win
off TV, but to do that in
front of those people was
phenomenal.”

The stepladder finals
featured five two-hand-
ers — Russo, Hanrahan,
Keven Williams, Jason
Belmonte and Jesper
Svensson — and it in-
cluded four left-handers.

After Svensson dis-
patched Belmonte in
the opening match, only
southpaws remained in

continued on page 7

of qualifying throughout
the PBA World Series of
Bowling XV. Jones, who
qualified sixth, reached
the championship round
by winning Saturday’s
play-in stepladder, fea-
turing the fifth through
ninth qualifiers.

Brett Spangler, Mo-

tiv's ball rep and Tackett’s
close friend, said their
gameplan was similar
to their plan in Wednes-
day’s Shark Champion-
ship, but they were more
aggressive about manip-
ulating the environment.
Essentially, they were in-
tentional with each shot

of practice to maximize
scoring potential for the
entire afternoon.

As the only right-
hander on the show,
Tackett could set himself
up for easier transition if
he broke down the 43-
foot Earl Anthony pattern
the right way. Tackett
gave himself a B+ effort
for how he set up the
lanes.

“I've led a lot of events
in my career where you
go out there, bowl one
game and win,” Tackett
said. “That’s kind of how
| felt today: Just go out
there, bowl one game
and win and then it's a
new tournament. Bowl
one game and win, one
game and win.”

In the opening match,
the now-23-time PBA
Tour champion defeated
19-year-old Eric Jones,
246-205.

Tackett fired six con-
secutive strikes after

continued on page 6

EJ TAGKETT BREAKS DROUGHT T0
WIN PBA SHARK CHAMPIONSHIP

Tackett earns his first title of the season and 22nd of his career

ALLEN PARK - In
his sixth championship
round appearance of the
2024 season, EJ Tackett
finally emerged with the
titte at Strobl Arena in-
side Thunderbowl! Lanes
in Allen Park, Mich.

Tackett defeated Sho-
ta Kawazoe, 228-213, in
the PBA Shark Champi-
onship title match as part

by Nolan Hughes

of the World Series of
Bowling XV.

Tackett earned his
22nd career title, tying
Marshall Holman for 12th
on the all-time list, and
first of the 2024 season.

“'ve made so many
shows this year. I've
been so close and that
has a lot of built up and
pent up emotion, good

and bad,” Tackett said.
“When | was on the prac-
tice lanes, | just had this
feeling come over me
that | was ready to bowl.
| don’t know if someone
was with me today. | lost
my grandpa last year,
PaPaw. Maybe he was
with me today.”
Tackett dedicated the
continued on page 6
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TAT is returning to Casino Morongo near Palm Springs!

Different TAT Entry Packages to Fit Your Budget
Single Entry $135 e 1 qualifying squad + 1 VIP Squad e Qualifying re-entries $109 e VIP re-entry $29
Mini-Marathon $235 e 2 qualifying squads + 1 VIP Squad e Additional re-entries $99 e VIP re-entry $25
Marathon $345 e 3 qualifying squads + 2 VIP Squads e Additional re-entries $95
eee Prices for all packages increase $10 after early-bird payment deadline of May 17", 2024 eee

Canyon Lanes at Morongo ¢ Cabazon, California

Get more info at tatbowl.com/dsw

To enter online, scan the QR code!
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Another One Bites The Dust...

AMF Land Park Bowl Gloses Its Doors

Following a fire that caused extensive damage to
AMF Land Park Bowl in Sacramento, Calif., on Feb-
ruary 11th, 2024, parent company Bowlero Corpora-
tion made known their intention to permanently close
the facility that opened in the fall of 1960.

The 32 lane center was originally operated by Da-
vid and Dale Hanna, and owned by the Gonzo Sakai
family of Clarksburg, Calif., according to an article
appearing in the Sacramento Bee from October 30th,
1960.

“We have deeply appreciated your patronage and
support over the years. We've made great bowling
memories together,” the Bowlero Corporation wrote
on its website. The Land Park Bowl history is perhaps
one of the most interesting in all of bowling when it
comes to ownership.

Following the initial operation and ownership men-
tioned above, Brunswick Recreation Centers (BRC),
a division of the Brunswick Corporation, took over the
operation of the center, most likely by repossession,
through an act of defaults on payments for the bowl-
ing equipment.

During conversations with Robert Feuchter, Chair-
man and CEO of American Recreation Centers
(ARC), | can recall a special arrangement that he had
with BRC, when one of their existing locations did not
fit into a clustering concept espoused by both of the
major bowling chains.

Enter American Recreation Centers. Feuchter, a
tremendous visionary and leader for the ARC team,
who unfortunately died only one year after his retire-
ment from a brain tumor, stepped in and purchased
Land Park Bowl from BRC. When AMF acquired ARC
in the mid-1990’s, Land Park Bowl was once again a
part of the allocation of bowling centers that changed
their name from ARC to AMF.

Another reason that | remember Land Park Bowl
so well involves a district manager’s meeting held
there in 1989. One of the ideas that | brought from
my days at AMF to share with ARC was a free game-
a-day card for the summer months of June, July and
August.

The program director at Land Park suggested call-
ing the card a “Say No To Drugs - Say Yes To Bow'
ing” Game-A-Day pass, after Nancy Reagan’s camr
paign to stop drugs. The rest, as they say, is histon
and the card became the forerunner of the popule
“Bowl Free This Summer” card promoted by man
marketing gurus to this day.

Catching Up On Marin County

When Bob Johnson wrote a profile about your
truly a couple of weeks ago, | thought back abot
all of the wonderful bowling memories from Mari
County, and what might have happened to the Mari
County Bowling Association since the closing ¢

by Dave Williams

Country Club Bowl, their last remaining public bowl-
ing center.

“The Marin County USBC folded when Country
Club Bowl closed,” said Lynn Matsubara of the Cali-
fornia USBC Association. “Petaluma USBC is a one
center association (AMF Boulevard Bowl), and the
next closest center is AMF Double Decker Lanes in
Rohnert Park. Not many places left around there for
bowlers.”

Greenbrae Lanes in Greenbrae, Calif., was the
first of Marin County’s three bowling palaces to close.
It was built on a peninsula and the value of the prop-
erty must have been in the 10’s of millions of dollars.
| can remember bowling there in 1974, and recording
my very first 800 series, an 811. During that summer
adult-youth league program, | averaged 252... some-
thing that was absolutely unheard of in those days.

The next center to go was Nave Lanes in Novato,
Calif., where | had many of my earliest 300 memo-
ries, including two of the six in eight months that set
a national record in 1975. Nave Lanes was a unique
building with a Roman Empire theme, highlighted
by Nero’s Restaurant. The structure was inspired by
the nearby Marin County Civic Center, Frank Lloyd
Wright's last public building masterpiece.

Finally, Country Club Lanes, with the giant “40
lanes bowling pin” visible from Highway 101, was the
last to close, following the COVID-19 shutdown that
was such a blow to so many bowling centers across
the nation. As a 15 year old youth, | traveled to Coun-
try Club Bowl to participate in a Singles and Doubles
Tournament with Mark Wetch, who had his own car
and was old enough to drive.

After an uneventful showing, Mark asked if | want-
ed to stick around and bowl the next squad. We de-
cided to have some lunch, and | believe it was Bea
Hoffmann that
opened the snack
bar so that we
could get a bite to
eat. In the singles
of the next squad,
| was able to put
together games
of 212, 258 and
289, for a 759 se-

iR
|}

ries, the second highest in the nation that year for my
age group.

What was the super food that | had for lunch that
day, you might ask? A turkey sandwich with french
fries and a chocolate milkshake. It's an unusual com-
bo that remains one of my favorite meals to this day.

. Grand Opening of Country Club Bowl, Sep-
tember 2nd, 1959 (image provided by Marin Inde-
pendent Journal)

. Bea Hoffmann (1937-2017) was an ex-
tremely upbeat individual that | got to know through
participation in the North Bay Travel League, an alli-
ance designed by and for bowling center employees.
Every week, Bea was on the air, announcing the top
bowling scores from Marin County on KTIM Radio.
She served as president and secretary of the Marin
County Women’s Bowling Association, secretary for
the Marin County Men’s Bowling Association, and as
a bowling coach for many youngsters during her il-
lustrious career in bowling.

MANY THANKS to everyone for your prayers and
well wishes. I'm still not sure what’s ailing me, but
thankfully the doctors installed a catheter (ouch!) a
couple of weeks ago, or | wouldn’t even be here writ-
ing this story. Still have a few more tests to go. One
of my favorite verses in the Holy Bible which seems
appropriate is Philippians 4:6-7...

Be careful for nothing; but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known unto God. And the peace of God,
which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Country Club Bowl Grand Opening 1959

Weekly Scratch 9-Gamer Every Tuesday

$55 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets
Check-in at 6pm * Bowl at 7pm * 1 in 5 Payout

April 23: Earl Anthony / April 30: Del Ballard / May 7: Marshall Holman

Saturday HDCP No-Tap Tournament
$30 Entry Fee with Optional Pots and Brackets

Check-in at 11am ¢ Bowl at Noon * 1 in 5 Payout
4 Games on Same Pair of Lanes on House Shot

22771 Centre Dr. Lake Forest, CA 92630 (949) 770-0055
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REDLANDS - ANDY
TORO is “Bowler of The
Week” and a strong can-
didate for “Bowler of The
= Year”. What does it take
Date Time Tournament Channel | 1 be ‘Bowler of The Week’
and why has ANDY been
SATURDAY, selected “Bowler of The
APRIL 27 2024 4:00PMEDT  PBAElite League Presented by Snickers at Fairlawn LIVE FS1 | week? Abowleris select-
ed “Bowler of The Week”
SUNDAY, based on his/her contribu-
APRIL 28 2024 1:00PM EDT PBA Tournament of Champions Finals BROADCAST LIVE an tions to our sport and the
rolling of a significant bowl-
SATURDAY, ing score.
MAY 4 2024 10:30PM EDT PBA Playofis Round 1 BRORDCAST LIVE FS1 Why is ANDY TORO this
week “Bowler of The Week”? First of all he is a TEAM
SUNDAY, PLAYER. He is a positive influence on everyone around
MAY 52024 12:00PM EDT PBA Playoffs Round 2 BROADCAST LIVE FS1 him. He is particularly supportive of his bowling team-
mates looking for ways to help them and always encourag-
SUNDAY, ing them. ANDY loves the sport of Bowling and competing.
MAY 12 2024 6:30PM EDT PBA Playoffs Round 3 BROADCAST LIVE FS1 He competes in several leagues and loves competing and
in local tournaments and USBC Tournaments.
SUNDAY, Second, ANDY is lighting up the scoreboard in several
MAY 19 2024 2:00PM EDT PBA Playoffs Finals BROADCAST LIVE Fﬂ)( leagues this season. He is carrying the high average in
the Senior Laughlin League (222). He has also bowled
SUNDAY, several 279 games this season and a huge 790 scratch se-

SEPTEMBER 15 2024 5:00PM EDT

MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 16 2024 7:00PM EDT

MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 16 2024 9:00PM EDT

PBA Elite League Presented hy Snickers Playoifs BROADCAST LIVE FS1 ries that tops the Senior Laughlin League. The 790 series
is the second highest series rolled in Empire Bowl’s senior
leagues this season!

PBA Elite League Presented hy Snickers Playoifs BROADCAST LIVE FS‘ Andy may be the most feared bowler in Empire Bowl
senior league history. He is a striking machine known for
rolling a strike whenever it is needed in the clutch. That's
PBA Elite League Presented hy Snickers Playoifs Semifinals LIBE FS1 the reason why his “Sandy’s Friends” team leads the Se-
nior Laughlin League by four points with a 43-20 winning

TUESDAY, record. Congratulations to ANDY TORO for his great bowl-

SEPTEMBER 172024 7:00PM EDT PBA Elite League Presented hy Snickers Playoffs Finals LIV FS1 ing and high scoring. He is another example of why “CALI-
FORNIA BOWLERS ARE THE BEST BOWLERS IN THE
WORLD”.

Distributors For:

e Qubica / A.M.F.
* Brunswick

e Century Lane Machines
* NEO Technologies
e Pinsetter Parts Plus

* Quality Bowling

* W.P. Rental Shoes B
All Brands of Lane Conditioners 800 - 595 -2695 * Fax: 714 - 974 - 2681

1216 W. Grove Avenue, Orange, CA 92865

We Specialize in:

* Resurfacing

e Lanes in Private Homes

* Pinsetter Parts & Supplies
* New Lane Installations

Online Ordering System at www.wpbowling.com
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converting a 4-pin in the opening frame. He left the
4-10 split on the right lane in the ninth, following a
shot he thought was good. The reigning Player of
the Year rebounded with two strikes to shut out the
younger EJ.

Over the next three matches, the left-handers
dealt with the ramifications of the additional transi-
tion.

Fach, seeking his first title since his 2016 Players
Championship victory, left five consecutive single-
pins leading into the final frame. After an open frame
and two spare conversions by Tackett, Fach had an
opportunity to win the match with two strikes and nine
pins in his 10th frame.

However, the higher-seeded Fach opted to finish
on the right lane, which players have emphatically
said all week is the harder of the two lanes. The Ca-
nadian southpaw, who decided to add some loft to
his shot with a urethane ball, went high and left the
3-10. Tackett advanced with a 213-202 victory.

In the semifinal match, Svensson experienced
déja vu from his semifinal loss in the PBA Scorpion
Championship finals last Wednesday. The two-hand-
ed Swede boasts the highest rev rate on tour but left
seven single-pins in 11 shots: three straight 7-pins,
followed by three straight 10-pins and a 6-pin for one
final kick in the teeth.

With the match in hand, Tackett was afforded an
opportunity in the 10th frame to try a different ball.
The result, a 2-10 split, gave Tackett the conviction
to stick with the ball he had been using — the exact
same ball with which he won the Shark Champion-
ship.

“Being able to look at (a different ball) in the 10th
is a blessing and an enormous advantage,” Spangler
said. “Do we gear down and create some down-lane
motion with a ball that we’ve been using, or do we
go to something that's going to do that on its own?
We got to actually look at it and (the latter) just didn’t
hook. It’s great to have no worry or wonder about
what you need to be in going into this title match.”

Tackett prevailed over top seeded Russo in the
titte match. Though Russo threw reactive equipment,
he battled the same carry issues of Svensson.

After Russo’s sixth single-pin leave in the 10th
frame, Tackett clinched the title — his first win with
his four-month-old son, Eddie Ill (aka Tripp), in the
audience.

Before Tackett grabbed the Earl Anthony trophy,
he hoisted his son from his wife, Natalie.

“I can’t even describe the feeling,” Tackett said. “It
was so cool. | can’t wait till he’s old enough to under-
stand what was happening during that time and how
happy Natalie and | were.”

Tackett made five consecutive championship
round appearances earlier in the season, leaving
each show without a title. The story of Tackett's sea-
son prior to the WSOB was his brilliance in qualifying
followed by shortcomings on TV.

Not anymore.

On Wednesday, Tackett won the PBA Shark
Championship; on Sunday, Tackett became the first
player to win consecutive titles since Jesper Svens-
son in 2020.

“I've had plenty of stretches in my career where
I've made a bunch of shows and | just couldn’t win,”
Tackett said. “Luckily this stretch was one of the
shortest ones that I've ever had. Nonetheless it still
sucks when you're bowling well and then just not get-
ting it done on TV.”

All of a sudden, Tackett heads into the regular
season finale at the PBA Tournament of Champions,
where he earned the No. 1 seed a year ago, with the
potential to win a third straight title.

The reigning Player of the Year leads the tour with
a would-be-record average of 230.81 in 417 games
and has overtaken Bill O’Neill in 2024 competition
points. O’Neill had led since he won the season-
opening PBA Players Championship in January.

The PBA regular season concludes with the PBA
Tournament of Champions, which begins Monday
with practice and PBA Elite League competition in
Fairlawn, Ohio. Qualifying for the season’s final ma-
jor begins Tuesday.

Championship Round Scores
Match 1: No. 4 EJ Tackett def.

No. 6 Eric Jones, 246-205

Match 2: No. 4 EJ Tackett def.

No. 3 Graham Fach, 213-202

Match 3: No. 4 EJ Tackett def.

No. 2 Jesper Svensson, 193-184
Championship: No. 4 EJ Tackett def.
No. 1 Matt Russo, 225-194

Final Standings

1. EJ Tackett, $100,000

2. Matt Russo, $60,000

3. Jesper Svensson, $45,000
4. Graham Fach, $35,000

5. Eric Jones, $30,000

More information on the World Series of Bowling XV
is available here.

PBA Sllal'll continued from page 1

win to his first-born son, who was born in December
2023. “Now | don’t have it looming over my head to
try to win as a dad,” Tackett said. “I put that kind of
pressure upon myself a little bit, like trying to win in
the state of Indiana. The same thing happened when
| got married — | went winless in 2020 — so that was
tough. Now, it's one of those things where, it doesn’t
hang over my head, but it definitely makes it a little bit
easier moving forward.”

The fifth-seeded Matt Russo’s quest to win back-
to-back titles — a feat no player has achieved since
Jesper Svensson in 2020 — began with back-to-back
open frames against Kris Prather. Prather strung a
three-bagger and converted all three 10-pin leaves
to win 226-198.

Prather and the No. 3 seed Anthony Simonsen
each fired nothing but strikes before the break of the
second match, though both left 10-pins in their first
shot afterwards. Simonsen immediately returned to
his striking ways while Prather left a 4-pin and 9-pin
in his eighth and ninth frames, respectively.

Simonsen opened in the 10th frame after leaving
the 3-4-6-7-10 split to shoot 240, allowing Prather
an opportunity to strike twice on the pesky right lane
to steal the win. The one-hander, a welcome sight
for the traditionalists after Tuesday’s all-two-handed
stepladder finals, instead left a 3-6-10 to lose 240-
224,

Simonsen jumped almost five boards left to start
his semifinal match against Tackett, resulting in three
10-pins in the first five frames. Tackett, meanwhile,
was off to the races and struck eight consecutive
times from the second through ninth frame.

For the first time in Tackett's career, he defeated
Simonsen on television with a 253-217 win.

That set up a rematch of the 2017 DHC PBA Ja-
pan Invitational title match between Tackett and
Kawazoe, who sought to become the first Japanese
player to win a PBA Tour title.

Kawazoe said it is his dream, and the dream of
all Japanese bowlers, to win a PBA Tour title. It ap-
peared the mighty burden of that dream weighed
heavily on Kawazoe as he consistently missed left,
crossing over the head-pin three times on the right
lane.

Despite his struggles, Kawazoe stayed clean and
kept himself in the match.

“There’s a reason why he’s here,” Tackett said.
“Shota is the best in Japan and he’s proving it every
time he comes over. He didn’t have a very good look
tonight, but he stuck in there, gutted it out and threw
a double in the 10th to make me have to spare. | ex-
pect to see that a whole lot more. This won’t be the
last time you see him.”

It would have taken a near-perfect effort to take
down Tackett on Wednesday night. After making five
consecutive championship rounds without winning,
Tackett would not be denied.

After adding the Shark Championship to his ever-
growing résumé, Tackett has now won each of the
current WSOB title events. He previously won the
2017 Scorpion Championship, 2023 Cheetah and
World Championships.

Tackett, who is on pace to break Jason Belmonte’s
2019 scoring average record of 229.39, said his only
chance at repeating as Player of the Year is to win a
major championship.

“Bill O’Neill has bowled unbelievable this year with
winning a major championship, and Kyle Troup has
as well, winning the U.S. Open and winning another
title,” Tackett said. “My best opportunity is the World
Championship, but we’ll be traveling to the Tourna-
ment of Champions, and I've had a little bit of suc-
cess there at that bowling center. But before | even
think about Player of the Year, | have to win a major
Championship Round Scores
Match 1: No. 4 Kris Prather def.

No. 5 Matt Russo, 226-198

Match 2: No. 3 Anthony Simonsen def.
No. 4 Kris Prather, 240-224

Match 3: No. 2 EJ Tackett def.

No. 3 Anthony Simonsen, 253-217
Championship: No. 2 EJ Tackett def.
No. 1 Shota Kawazoe, 228-213

Final Standings

1. EJ Tackett, $20,000

2. Shota Kawazoe, $13,000

3. Anthony Simonsen, $11,000

4. Kris Prather, $9,000

5. Matt Russo, $7,000

More information on the PBA Scorpion Champion-
ship is available here.
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title contention. With the additional transition on the 42-foot Scorpion pattern,
players saw ball reaction they had not seen throughout 15 games of qualifying or
two rounds of best-of-five-games match play.

“I really wasn’t comfortable or confident in my ball selection on the show,”
Russo said. “I just wanted to make sure | threw good shots on the right lane. |
knew that would be the trouble lane based on the league and other shows. | got
the hits, made my spares and here | am as the Scorpion champion.

“They were so different from when we bowled qualifying,” Russo elaborated
on the lane conditions. “| knew they were gonna break down. | actually thought
they were going to hook more than they did. But trusting my reps, myself and my
eyes, | was able to take advantage of a good opportunity.”

While two-handed, Russo did put his thumb in the ball until about three months
ago. After missing the cut at the season-opening Players Championship, Russo
drilled an arsenal for the U.S. Open without thumb holes.

The adjustment paid dividends as Russo finished 17th in the U.S. Open, made
the show two weeks later in Missouri and never looked back.

“The best thing that ever happened is that | missed the cut at the Players,”
Russo said. “If | make that cut, | don’t (take my thumb out), I'm not standing here
as a champion and I'm not leading the World Championship.”

Russo hugs his father, Tom, after winning his first title on television.

Svensson eliminated Belmonte, the man who pioneered the two-handed
movement, in the opening match, 223-213. Belmonte split twice on the right lane;
while he converted the 2-10, the non-strikes put him too far behind the powerful
Swede.

Svensson started the next match against Williams by leaving the 7-pin in five
of his first seven frames, all with urethane. In the meantime, Williams fired four
consecutive and five out of six strikes to build a 31-pin lead.

Williams nearly coughed up the entire lead with a missed 7-pin in the eighth
frame. But Svensson, who switched from urethane to reactive in his own eighth
frame, made the adjustment too late and ultimately fell 235-184.

The third match pitted Williams against his close friend and PBA pre-game
show co-host in Hanrahan. The southpaws immediately incorporated the crowd,
exchanging messengers and WWE-style celebrations throughout the match.

Williams, who left a pocket 7-10 in the second frame, had a chance to win the
match with all three strikes in the 10th frame. He said a fan’s sneeze broke his
concentration and he was not able to regain it, leaving the 2-pin and falling 247-
225.

Hanrahan carried his positive momentum into the title match as both he and
Russo had a 279-max score available into the sixth frame. But everything flipped
in an instant.

Hanrahan left a pocket 7-10 of his own in that sixth frame, then whiffed a 7-pin
in the seventh. Russo, who led qualifying and lost just one game during match
play, didn’t need any more cushion and cruised along to his second career title.

Russo will return to Strobl Arena on Wednesday night for the PBA Shark
Championship, where this time he will have to climb the ladder as the No. 5 seed.

Top seed Shota Kawazoe looks to become the first Japanese player to win a
PBA Tour singles title. He will await the victor of EJ Tackett, Anthony Simonsen,
Kris Prather and Russo.

Russo also leads the PBA World Championship, which consists of all 45 games
of qualifying across the Cheetah, Scorpion and Shark Championships. Russo
holds a 209-pin lead entering Thursday’s 16 games of round-robin match play.

The top nine players after match play will advance to this weekend’s steplad-
der finals, airing in two parts on Saturday and Sunday.

Championship Round Scores

Match 1: No. 5 Jesper Svensson def. No. 4 Jason Belmonte, 223-213
Match 2: No. 3 Keven Williams def. No. 5 Jesper Svensson, 235-184
Match 3: No. 2 Packy Hanrahan def. No. 3 Keven Williams, 247-225
Championship: No. 1 Matt Russo def. No. 2 Packy Hanrahan, 228-192

Final Standings

Matt Russo, $20,000
Packy Hanrahan, $13,000
Keven Williams, $11,000
Jesper Svensson, $9,000
Jason Belmonte, $7,000

More information on the PBA Scorpion Championship is available here.



http://CALUSBC.COM
https://www.pba.com/tournaments/2024/pba-scorpion-championship
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Los Angeles Gounty

CAL BOWL - 68
2500 E. Carson Street, Lakewood, CA 90712
(562) 421-8448 « Fax: (562) 420-4775
www.calbowl.com * Manager: Leonard Ruiz Jr.
Email: Leonard@calbowl.com

Orange County

FOREST LANES - 40
22771 Centre Drive, Lake Forest, CA 92630
(949) 770-0055 * Fax: (949) 770-7839
www.forestlanes.com * Manager: Jon Diso
Email: Jon@forestlanes.com

Las Vegas
Laughlin

GOLD COAST -70
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4000 W. Flamingo Road
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(800) 331-5334

DEL RIO LANES - 32
7502 Florence, Downey, CA 90240
(562) 927-3351 * Fax: (562) 928-5453
www.delriolanes.com * Mgr: Sabrina Gonzalez
Email: Sabrina@delriolanes.com

LA HABRA “300” BOWL - 32
370 E. Whittier Bivd.,
La Habra, CA 90631
(562) 691-6721 Fax: (562) 691-0272
www./h300bowl.com

THE ORLEANS - 52
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
4500 West Tropicana
Las Vegas, NV 89103
(888) 365-7111

GARDENA BOWLING CENTER - 16
15707 S. Vermont Ave.,
Gardena, CA 90247
(310) 324-1244
gardenabowl.com

SADDLEBACK LANES - 32
25402 Marguerite Parkway, Mission Viejo, CA 92692
(949) 586-5300 * Fax: (949) 586-0740
www.saddlebacklanes.com
Mgr: John Chapman « Email: john@saddlebacklanes.com

RIVERSIDE LANES - 34
1650 S. Casino Drive
Laughlin, NV 89029

(888) 590-2695 « Fax: 702-298-2687

Email: Jcaudle@riversideresort.com

KEYSTONE LANES - 48
11459 E. Imperial Hwy., Norwalk, CA 90650
(562) 868-3261 « Fax: (562) 929-0701
www.keystonelanes.com * Mgr: Dave Piazza
Email: Dave@keystonelanes.com

WESTMINSTER LANES - 40
6471 Westminster Blvd., Westminster, CA 92683
(714) 893-5005  Fax: (714) 891-4225
www.westminsterlanes.com
Magr: Jennifer Chow * Email: jennifer@westminsterlanes.com

SAM’S TOWN - 56
Hotel, Gambling Hall, & Bowling Center
5111 Boulder Highway
Las Vegas, NV 89122
(800) 634-6371 « SamsTown.com

OAK TREE LANES - 36
990 N. Diamond Bar Bivd.,
Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 860-3558
oaktreelanes.net

SANTA CLARITA LANES - 32
21615 W. Soledad Canyon Rd.,Saugus, CA 91350
(661) 254-0540 * Fax (661) 254-7562
www.santaclaritalanes.com
Email: scl4dusc@aol.com

ESTABLISHED 1940

CALIFORNIA

BowLING NEWS

MAILING ADDRESS EDITORIAL OFFICE
7502 Florence Ave. 11459 Imperial Hwy.
Downey, CA 90240 Norwalk, CA 90650

TEMP. OFFICE NUMBER: 626-252-2985
24-HOUR FAX NUMBER:
E-mail: news@californiabowlingnews.com
Website: www.californiabowlingnews.com

MIRA MESA LANES - 44
8210 Mira Mesa Bivd.,
San Diego, CA 92126
(858) 578-0500
miramesalanes.com

SOUTH POINT - 64
9777 Las Vegas Bivd.
South Las Vegas, NV 89123
(866) 796-7111 Fax: 702-797-8081
64 Lanes, Snack Bar, Pro Shop

SUNCOAST - 64
Hotel, Casino, & Bowling Center
9090 Alta Drive,

Las Vegas, NV 89145
(702) 636-7400

BUENA LANES -42
1788 S. Mesa Verde, Ventura, CA 93003
(805) 677-7770
buenalanes.com
Email: buenalanes1@earthlink.net

CHARLES KINSTLER ..Publisher
DEAN LOPEZ Editor / Typesetter
CAROL MANCINI R.L.P.

California Bowling News is NOT responsible for ADS,
EDITORIALS, STORIES, FACTS, PICTURE CAPTIONS or
SPELLING emailed for publication. Published 52 weeks.

Riverside &

BOWLIUM LANES - 32
4666 E. Holt Bivd., Montclair, CA 91763
(909) 626-3528  Fax: (909) 626-2144
www.bowlium.com
Facebook.com/Bowlium

BOWLING CENTERS OF
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Executive Director - Gary Forman
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
ed@socalbowling.com
www.socalbowling.com
(657)210-2695

CALIFORNIA USBC ASSOCIATION

Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara
3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
info@calusbc.com ¢ calusbc.com
www.californiayouthbowling.com
(562)449-4527

CANYON LANES - 24
49750 Seminole Dr.,
Cabazon, CA 92230

(951) 572-6120 Fax: (951) 922-2385

Located next to Morongo Casino

NORTH COUNTY USBC

Association Manager - Ross LaBar
306 W. El Norte Pkwy #95, Escondido, CA 92026
ncusbcamanager@gmail.com

www.ncusbca.com

(714)322-2780

(D

VENTURA COUNTY USBC
Association Manager - Debbie Brickell
vcusbc@gmail.com
(805)339-9334

CITRUS BELT

Association Manager - Elise Hamner
667 West 2nd Street, San Bernardino, CA 92410

citrusbelt@verizon.net

(909) 381-4599

GREATER
LA COUNTY USBC

Association Manager - Lynn Matsubara
3673 Industry Ave. #102, Lakewood, CA 90712
E-Mail: info@glacusbc.com

lacusbc.com
(562) 426-2030 Fax: (562) 426-2032

ORANGE COUNTY
Association Manager - Stacie Osborn
PO Box 4396, Garden Grove, CA 92842-4396
E-Mail: assnmgr@ocusbc.org
(714) 554-0111

SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

Association Manager - Annette Anderson
1832 Greenacre Rd., Pomona, CA 91768
E-Mail: sgvusbc@amail.com
(909) 326-1201

SAN DIEGO U.S.B.C.
Association Manager - Donald Way
7840 EI Cajon Blvd. Ste 203, La Mesa, CA 91941
E-Mail: sandiegousbc@gmail.com
www.sandiegobowling.com
(619)697-3334
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FINNWITATIONAL

Dl Rio Lanes btays ot At 12-2 To Lead The Round

DOWNEY — The Brunswick Invitational
took to the lanes for the third week of the
Wildcard round switching from the lower
scoring long oil third-round pattern to the
fourth-round USBC Nationals 2023 Team
Event pattern. Del Rio Lanes was looking to
keep the momentum going after a hot start in
the first two weeks.

In the battle for the round, the “A” match
featured Del Rio Lanes (Marquan Rivers)
sitting a 9-1 taking on Forest Lanes (Jon
Diso) coming off a 4-1 match in week 2. Del
Rio Lanes took a 5-pin win in game one but
dropped game two by 11. Del Rio Lanes
came back to take game three by 28 for the
4-1 win to stay atop the round. Marquan Riv-
ers was again big for Del Rio Lanes with a
solid 679 set while Jon Diso led Forest Lanes
with a 685 set.

The “B” match featured Professional Ap-
proach Oak Tree (John Struckman) battling
US Foods (Gabriel Martinez) who were on
the tough end of a high scoring match the
previous week. U.S. Foods started the night
huge with a 923 to set the tone en route to a
5-0 sweep of Pro Approach Oak Tree. Scott
Silva led Pro Approach Oak Tree with a 618
set while Kasey Uyesugi was huge for US
Foods with a 716 series.

iColor Printing (Augie Labrado Jr.) was
trying to bounce back after a tough week,
but it wouldn’t be easy as they got a tough
draw in ThreadWorks (Eric Snow) who were
trying to keep their round momentum going.
Threadworks put up a clinic as they rolled
to a huge 5-0 sweep of iColor Printing. Eric
Snow put up an enormous 768 set to lead
Threadworks while sub Omar Ponce Jr. man-
aged 533 to lead iColor Printing.

Forever Hope Foundation (Eric Williams
Jr.) who swept last week picked up a strong
draw in DV8 (David Cogswell) with both
teams hoping to keep their round hopes alive.
DV8 started the night with a big 179 pin win

by David Yamauchi

en route to a sweep of Forever Hope Foun-
dation. Tyler Veneracion was huge for DV8
with a 695 set while Eric Williams Jr. paced
Forever Hope Foundation with a 575 set.

Professional Approach Del Rio (Eric
Daniels), Westminster Lanes (Jonathan
Gale), Touchstone Homes (Christian
Eichelkraut), and Professional Approach
Keystone (William Morris) rounded out the
battle for the round. Westminster Lanes took
four led by Semaj Lewis’ 594 while sub Gail
Rodgers led Pro Approach Del Rio with a
500 set. Touchstone Homes swept past Pro
Approach Keystone led by Kevin Cowden’s
591 set. Pro Approach Keystone was paced
by William Morris’ 555 series.

The round winner matches featured Cal
Bowl (Leonard Ruiz Jr.) again taking on Ju-
nior Amateur Tour (Kevin Valmonte) for the
third week in a row, with both teams sitting at
96.5 wins for the season. J.A.T. was short-
handed with one bowler out sick but sub D.A.
Smith came out striking with a 299-768 set to
help Junior Amateur Tour to a 5-0 sweep for
the second-straight week. Ramon Torres was
solid to lead Cal Bowl with a 672 set. Junior
Amateur Tour now has a 5 game lead with
these two teams battling again next week.

Family Ties (Mikey Villarreal) sitting at 88
wins had overtaken Bowlium (Billy Myers Jr.)
by one win as they sat at 87 wins. Family
Ties came out huge the first game with a 897
to set the tone for a 5-0 sweep of Bowlium.
Vince Duarte was huge for Family Ties with
a 738 set while Arnold Cheesman struck to
652 to pace Bowlium.

The Financial Advisor’s pot went to Vince
Duarte and Ramon Torres (258) for $115
each. Sidepots went to Vince Duarte (269)
and (258) for $48 each game with 2nd to Eric
Snow (268) and Kasey Uyesugi (247) for $24
each. SuperPot went to Jesse Perez (270)
for $144 with 2nd to Eric Snow (257) for $72.

$16,000 101.5 $5,000 89

$10,000 96.5 $4,000 87
$8,000 93 $3,800 87
$7,000 91

$3,400 80

$6,000 90 $3,000 72

TOP 10 WILDCARD ROUND WEEK 3

Del Rio Lanes .......... 13 ProApproach OakTree .. .8

USFoods.............. 11 Westminster Lanes. ..... 6

ThreadWorks. .......... 10 Touchtone Holmes...... 6

1) 10 iColor Printing. ......... 6

Forest Lanes........... 9 ProApproach DelRio....5
TOP 10 THIS WEEK

768 D.A. Smith 698 Kaven Massey

768 Eric Snow 695 Tyler Veneracion

738 Vince Duarte 685 Jon Diso

719 Mikey Villarreal 681 Daniel Hong

716 Kasey Uyesugi 679 Marquan Rivers

SUPER SWEEPER POT

Sponsored by Dean Sanderson of
Transamerica Financial Advisors Inc.

Vince Duarte 258 $115 » Ramon Torres 258 $115

11801 Pierce Street
Suite 215
Riverside, CA 92505

FINANCIAL ADVISORS, INC.
Transamerica Financial Group Division

Office: 951.530.9343
Mobile: 714.875.0450

Dean Sanderson Fax:  951.389.3755

Investment Advisor Representative i
License: 0F92487  dean.sanderson(@tfaconnect.com
https://deansanderson.wfgopportunity.com/

Come on out and watch Southern Califor-
nia’s Richest League as they continue the
WildCard round next week on the second-
round short pattern Monday at 8:00!

7902 Florence Ave., Downey CA 90240 - [(562) 927-3391



